  

May: The Light Continues Shining Brightly

In my April message to you I wrote that I find the Resurrection to be an especially glorious event in our faith, a dazzling light in the glistening spring season of renewal. 

The spiritual glow from the Resurrection continues throughout May, blending with springtime to warm our hearts and bodies.  

This light shines with special radiance on May 17 when Ascension Day marks Jesus’ ascension into Heaven to “sit at the right hand of God.”

The Ascension brings with it an air of closure as well as glory: it celebrates the completion of the work of our salvation, the pledge of our glorification with Christ and His entry into heaven, and the veneration of our human nature.

The light burns intensely later in the month in the form of falling tongues of fire when the Feast of Pentecost commemorates the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles.  Amidst a sound from heaven like a rushing wind, Peter the Apostle told the crowd to repent of their sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  That done, Peter proclaimed, the Holy Ghost would enter their hearts.

According to the Book of Acts, “…each one heard the Holy Ghost speaking in his own language.”  In our era of intense globalization, Pentecost teaches us a lesson.  If we truly let the Holy Ghost enter our hearts we might better understand people from nations other than our own and “speak each other’s language.”


Secular holidays of note abound throughout the month as well. As Mother’s Day approaches, we move our gaze toward the many among us who have been blessed with the cherished gifts of children and grandchildren. It also requires a special observance for a very special mother: Our Patroness, the Blessed Virgin Mary.  (The Vatican this month included a chapter in its bishop synod “Mary, Every Believer’s Model of How to Welcome the Word.”)
May is also “Better Hearing and Speech Month,” intended to raise awareness about communication disorders and promote treatment for those with speaking, understanding, and hearing problems.  

“Cinco de Mayo” is a Mexican holiday celebrated by many Hispanics. It commemorates an important victory of the Mexican army in 1862 against an occupying force and is seen as a symbolic cultural link to those who had to overcome insurmountable odds while facing adversity.

Memorial Day on May 28 brings honor, respect and sadness.  This is an especially important observance today when so many American soldiers are offering their service and sacrificing their lives. Whatever one’s point of view on the war, we must honor the bravery of these men and women, honor their service and keep them in our prayers.
“May” the light of this sparkling month shine brightly in your hearts on each of its 31 days!

 

