Charity Begins at Home; But Never Ends for Catholic Daughters

They say charity begins at home. For the Catholic Daughters it begins with the second word of their "Unity and Charity" motto and is practiced by Catholic Daughters extensively and expressed generously. 

The Sacrament of Charity

The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI issued a post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation to the bishops, clergy, consecrated persons and the lay faithful of the Eucharist as the source and summit of the church’s life and mission.

The first phrase in the Introduction of this important work is “…the sacrament of charity.” 

Your Charitable Hearts and Dollars at Work: Morality in Media

Your charity helps Morality in Media, an organization deeply committed to the fight against pornography. Established in 1962, Morality in Media (MIM) fights pornography on two fronts: public education and the law. MIM works to inform citizens and public officials about the harms of pornography and about what they can do through law to protect their communities and children. MIM also works to maintain standards of decency on TV and in other media. 

National Regent Claudia R. Bosch is a member of MIM's Board of Directors. Board meetings are held in New York City, far from Claudia Bosch's home state of North Dakota. I live in New York City so Claudia asked that I represent her at the recent Morality in Media Board meeting. 

It was wonderful to be present while an organization that benefits from CDA charity was doing its job. It reminded me of how powerful it was to be present at a meeting of the National Board last fall, again at Claudia’s invitation.

It is my wish that by sharing some of what I learned about MIM representing Claudia at the meeting will be of value to you.

The Meeting 

The meeting began, as do those of the Catholic Daughters, with an opening prayer. Then it was onto the business of what this wonderful organization has been up to.

President Bob Peters, a very articulate and persuasive individual who will celebrate 22 years with Morality in Media this June, recently met with the Federal Bureau of Investigation to consult with them on how to more effectively enforce existing obscenity laws.

In discussions with FBI Executive Assistant Director Michael Mason and Chip Burress, who oversees the FBI Obscenity Squad based in Washington, DC, Bob explained why it is important that the current FBI guidelines be broadened to include forms of pornography that are not limited to "extreme." 

As it now stands, FBI guidelines mandate investigation into extreme instances of pornography, often including violence and severe degradation, while basic, run-of-the-mill pornography that 'merely' violates our sense of decency and moral standing is often passed over.

Another meeting Bob had was with a group of delegates from Indonesia seeking his advice on how to combat that country’s growing pornography problem. The problem is expanding in Indonesia, and with some regret Bob mentioned during the meeting that much of the porn plaguing that country originates in the United States. 

Morality in Media is also completing a “Safe States & Cities Project Nude Dancing Study,” which, when completed, should provide important data to support communities trying to fight the growing scourge of, in Bob's words, “strip clubs multiplying in cities large and small.”

The Board also discussed “Wrap Week” -- "White Ribbon Against Pornography" -- with which some of you may be familiar. 

Morality in Media has also filed two amicus briefs in two US Court of Appeals cases in New York City and Philadelphia involving broadcast indecency. An amicus brief, I learned, is a written argument submitted by a person or organization not connected to either party in the litigation, but takes a position on an issue affecting the case. These briefs, for example, might affect the Court’s decision in a way that is favorable to Morality in Media’s position.

Bob asked that I mention to the Daughters that because of the uncertainty of the outcome of the 2008 presidential election, he thinks it’s important to be as proactive as possible in the obscenity cause before the election. He spoke of an interesting concept in which people and/or organizations ask candidates to make a pledge before the election – for example “I am committed to enforcing obscenity laws.”

In aggressive cost-cutting efforts, MIM has dramatically lowered their operating budget from previous years. The organization is working hard to manage the dollars they spend so that you can feel that your hard-earned charitable dollars are also being well-spent.

