Headquarters Renovation Completed 
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas headquarters in New York City is housed in a beautiful, historic building  reminiscent of an earlier, more visually dignified era.  

During the tenure of then-National Regent M. Joan McKenna the National Board agreed upon a plan to renovate the building’s interior.  It was decided to expand and improve the workspace, install an elevator and create overnight accommodations in the floors above the workplace offices. 

The new living quarters would include furnished bedrooms and a small kitchen with refrigerator, stove top and microwave. The elevator would make Headquarters available to all: Since the Headquarters offices are on the second and third floors and the stairs are steep, access can be difficult or impossible for visitors with health issues or otherwise limited mobility. 

The bedrooms and kitchen would let visitors stay overnight and prepare meals. This has already saved money, as well as offering convenience. Members of the Executive Committee, the National Board and others often visit for meetings, celebrations and other events – for example, the recent ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the completion of the project. 

Before the renovation, visitors would stay overnight at a hotel and dine at restaurants or order meals to be delivered. Now people can remain overnight at Headquarters and prepare meals onsite.

Construction began almost two years ago and continued under the direction of National Regent Claudia R. Bosch. During this period the hardy staff endured noise, dust, clutter and disruption on a daily basis, yet managed to get their work done. Kudos and thanks to them all.

Construction was completed several months ago, and the ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on Saturday, August 4 at 10:00AM. Nearly the entire National Board, three past National Regents, the New York State Officers and Catholic Daughters from various parts of the country attended. 

National Clergy Consultant Father Michael Schommer celebrated Mass on Saturday morning from an impromptu alter created in one of the offices.

Addressing the intimate gathering, National Regent Claudia R. Bosch thanked everyone for coming and expressed her gratitude to all who helped make it possible. She expressed appreciation to the benefactor who gave so generously to allow the project to proceed. The formal cutting of the ribbon was held in front of the new elevator, after which tours of the new space were conducted and guests were treated to elevator rides.

Executive Director Peggy O’Brien, who coordinated the project, is based at Headquarters and worked through the ‘construction disruption.’ “I’m proud of what this project has done for us,” Peggy said. “We were able to keep the traditional structure and handsome look of the building while improving our workspace and modernizing the interior. There were times when it was so noisy that we had trouble concentrating and I thought the construction would never end. Now that it’s over and we see the final result, I know it was well worth it.”
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