Reflections on Dr. Martin Luther King’s Birthday
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Lucretia has served in many leadership roles, including the first African-American State Regent in Maryland and has been a Charter Member of Court #2257 St. Francis Xavier in Baltimore since it was formed as Maryland’s first African-American Court in November 1983. 

The Court was and is affiliated with 200-year old St. Francis Xavier Church which is the oldest African- American Catholic Church in the country. It is, Lucretia explains, the “mother church” for African-Americans within the Baltimore Diocese. 

Lucretia and many of her African-American CDA sisters were also inspired by the founder of Court St. Frances Xavier, Rev. Carl Fischer. “Father Carl made us aware of the CDA,” Lucretia recalls. “At the time he was National Chaplain for the Junior Catholic Daughters. He was not only our founding chaplain but, like Dr. King, he generated hope and energy that motivates us today.”

Father Fischer’s legacy has led to the formation of two more African-American Courts in the state, both of which are primarily outgrowths of Court St. Francis. Lucretia is excited to note that “All three are very, active, vibrant courts. We want more CDA courts and are approaching parishes here to explain the benefits of Catholic Daughters to African-American women.”

Many of Dr. King’s comments resonate with the Catholic Daughters. One especially stands out: “Life’s most persistent and nagging question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’ He referred to Mark 9:35, in which Jesus says to James and John "...whosoever will be great among you shall be your servant; and whosoever among you will be the first shall be the servant of all." 

“We relate deeply to these words,” Claudia Bosch commented. “I believe the comparison is expressed beautifully in the Quality of Life (Social Awareness) area of our seven-point Circle of Love program where we are called to “reach out with compassion and support, to be helping hands where there is pain, poverty, sorrow and sickness.”

Lucretia invokes this compassionate aspect when talking to prospective new members. “We point out that there is a lot of CDA outreach to people of color. We talk about how the Catholic Daughters has supported us not only as Catholics but as African-Americans in our community. We explain that all Catholic Daughters are committed to helping those in need and connect that with the fact that there are many African-American poor who are in need. We point very specifically to how the CDA gives through the National Projects and activities like the Tutwiler Clinic and Habitat for Humanity. Many people of color benefit from these charitable activities. The link is there.”

“I say, ‘Why not support an organization of people who are helping and supporting you?’ In a way, by joining the Catholic Daughters, African-American women are being true to “God helps those that help themselves.”

