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The confessions of auGusTine

A

special 2-DVD collector’s edition of the acclaimed epic
film on St. Augustine of Hippo. Filmed in Europe, the
first full-length feature movie on Augustine, it uses a
historic backdrop to tell the true story of one of the Church’s
most beloved and well-known Saints. Its message of sin, conversion, redemption is as timely today as it was in the 5th century
of Augustine. It is the story of a gifted man who pursues fame
and fortune without a moral compass - and the dramatic changes
that occur in his soul when challenging events lead him to see the
light of truth. It also chronicles the collapse of the Roman world
and how Augustine laid the intellectual foundations of what
became Europe. With Augustine, the stories of two other great
saints, Monica and Ambrose, are also portrayed.
DVD set includes theatrical and full-length original version,
a Collector’s Booklet and study guide.
RHRT-M . . . 2 Discs, Disc 1: 133 min., Disc 2: 203 min., $29.95

♦ The Gardener of God

T

his film tells the inspiring story of
Gregor Mendel (1822 - 1884), who is
considered the father of modern genetics, a science that changed the world.
He was a Catholic priest and Augustinian monk who lived in the 19th century
in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Starring Christopher Lambert as Mendel,
the movie reveals how he combined
his vocation as a priest and training
as a scientist to impact the world by
courageously following his passion for
the truth.
GOGO-M . . . 110 min., $19.95

♦ reliGious MysTeries Vol. 2

T

his second film in the new documentary series presents investigations into intriguing mysteries
connected with the stories of famous
Catholic saints, apparitions, and holy
places, and the amazing findings from
these studies. This DVD includes three
separate films: The Houses of the Virgin
Mary, about Mary’s homes in Ephesus
and Loreto; The Road to Compostela, the
story of St. James the Apostle and this
famous pilgrimage route; Children of the
Prophecy, about mysteries linked to the
visions and children of Fatima.

♦ ocean of Mercy

A

t the dawn of the 20th century,
three voices rose up from Poland to
proclaim an urgent message, a message
powerful enough to alter the course of
an age plunging into spiritual darkness.
This true story examines and chronicles
the phenomenal lives and spiritual
legacy of Saint Faustina Kowalksa,
Saint Maximilian Kolbe, and Blessed
John Paul II, modern day “Apostles of
OM2-M . . . 75 min., $19.95
Mercy”.

RM2-M . . . 150 min., $19.95

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522

www.ignatius.com

1 (800) 651-1531

National Regent’s Message
Loving Rules We Can Live By
Dear Sisters of faith and vision,
Someone recently asked me how the CDA works? What keeps us going? I told
them that we, like everyone, have rules we follow. We have religious, moral and social
rules, government rules, and family rules. We in CDA work under one ruling hand,
and that is the Great Commandment. We love God and our neighbor. As Catholic
Daughters, our neighbors are the people of God throughout the world.
This conversation brought to mind a talk I had with a wise CDA member in
Maryland named Eva. She was not strong of heart and body, but her faith could literally
move mountains. She told me she tried to live by this simple philosophy: Be honest.
(Proverbs 12:22). It will bring you great rewards that you will never see. Bear each
National Regent Anne Nelson
other’s faults. (Galatians 6:2) It will make your faith and trust stronger. Comfort one
another. (1 Thessalonians 4:18) This will lead to inner strength, and inner strength
leads to a stronger trust in God. Keep your promises. (Romans 4:21) Respect will flourish. Be supportive of one another.
(Acts 20:35) Unity will abound and shared sorrows and joys will grow our faith. She had many more but her last was the
most powerful statement. Love one another deeply from your heart. (1 Peter 1:22) This kind of love will give you strength
to do more, but more importantly, we will be able to accept each other’s distinct gifts, talents, and, yes, faults.
I ask all of you to take a New Year’s inventory and grade yourself according to these statements. I know I come up short
on several. If we use this as benchmark for our organization, we can do so much more.
This issue contains our convention information. Please read and make your plans to join us in Billings. Great things will
be happening: workshops that will help you and your court, beautiful liturgies, fun, and even the renewing of friendships.
Don’t be left out.
Also featured in in this issue is a story of the CDA-sponsored Pilgrimage to the Holy Land led by our National Chaplain
Fr. Steve. We were remembered in all their prayers at each stop on this wonderful journey.
May this year be a year that will bring you and your family peace, love and joy. Thank you for all you do to make the
Catholic Daughters the great organization it is. I am very proud to represent you and all your works. God bless.
Peace, love, joy,
Anne Nelson
National Regent
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National Chaplain’s Message
A Holy Land Pilgrimage to Remember
Dear Catholic Daughters,
I hope you and yours are well, and surviving winter. Soon, spring will be upon us.
The national Catholic Daughters’ Pilgrimage to the Holy Land to conclude the
Year of Faith is now, sadly, behind us; we returned on November 13. When I was
checking out of the hotel the last day, the receptionist asked how I was; I replied
“Fine.” After a moment, I changed my response to “Sad.” When he asked “Why?” I
answered, “Because I am leaving Israel today.” He smiled and said, “But, you’ll be
back.” From his lips to God’s ears!
Our travel agent, LeAnn Brand, who is herself a Catholic Daughter, traveled with
us, along with 11 married couples and 11 pairs of roommates. Most of the women are
Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS
members of our Order.
Our guide was a Christian Palestinian Arab who holds Israeli citizenship. He has
a degree in archaeology so he served us well. Everything went very well: everyone showed up at the gate at JFK in New
York; no one’s luggage got lost; hotels were great; and food was fine.
We stayed three nights in the north of Israel, in the Galilee, on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee in the modern
city of Tiberias which traces its history back to Roman times. Since it was a Roman city, there is no evidence that Jesus
ever entered there.
Mass was celebrated in the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, the Church of the Beatitudes on a hilltop
overlooking the sea, and at the Church of the Transfiguration atop Mount Tabor. During the Pilgrimage, one Mass was
offered for all Catholic Daughters who have passed on and another for all living Catholic Daughters and their families.
Early one morning, we had a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee (my favorite thing!); and later that day, saw a fishing boat
from the first century (which I believe is St. Peter’s boat). We also visited the ancient town of Capernaum and stood in
the synagogue built on the foundation of the one in which Jesus stood and taught. Our pilgrimage took us to the church
commemorating the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes and to the Shrine of the Primacy of St. Peter. The
married couples among us renewed their wedding vows in the Church at Cana.
On Friday, we made our way up to Jerusalem. On our way, we stopped at the very nearly actual site of the Baptism
of Jesus by John, and renewed our Baptismal vows. Lunch and shopping were had in Jericho where Jesus encountered
Zachaeus; Jericho is the oldest city in the world and the lowest. There was also a brief stop at Qumran where the Dead Sea
scrolls were discovered in the 1950’s.
Saturday is the Jewish Sabbath so we got out of Jerusalem and made our way to Bethlehem and to the Church of
the Nativity which is the oldest church in the world, dating from the 4th century. This year Israel saw its busiest tourist
season in a long time, and we can testify to that! Mass was celebrated next door in the Latin Rite (that’s us) Church
of Saint Catherine. That afternoon we traveled to west Jerusalem, to the town of Ein Kerem where there is a church
commemorating the birth of John the Baptist and another celebrating Mary’s visit to her very pregnant cousin Elizabeth.
We pilgrims began Sunday with the Stations of the Cross along the via dolorosa, taking turns, four by four, carrying the
cross. Sunday Mass was celebrated within the Church of the Holy Sepulchre which is built over the hill of Calvary and
which celebrates the Resurrection of Christ. What a blessed morn.
After lunch in the Old City, we made our way to the Western (or Wailing) Wall. It is all that is left of Temple Mount. The
Wall is not part of the Jewish Temple, but is simply part of the retaining wall for the platform on which the Temple sat.
Before returning to our hotel in the western section of the new city of Jerusalem, near the Knesset (the Israeli
parliament building), we stopped to see a model of the city of Jerusalem as it was in the first century. It is about the size
of a square block – wonderful. The day ended with a stop at the Shrine of the Book which displays the Dead Sea scrolls.
Continued on page 8
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11 illuminated lanterns
keep this wreath shining
bright all season long!

Shown much smaller than
actual size of 14" in diameter

Intricate, 3-D holiday scenes include
7 lighted buildings and more than 20
characters, all hand-painted!

Powered by AC adapter (included)
or 2 AA batteries (not included)

A Collectibles Market First
For the first time...Thomas Kinkade’s beloved Victorian
homes, cottages and a warmly lit church come to life in
an illuminated “village” wreath, available exclusively
from Hamilton!
The “Thomas Kinkade Christmas Village Wreath” features
7 lighted buildings and more than 20 villagers sheltered within its fully
sculptured greenery. Every building illuminates with a flip of the
switch and so do the artist’s 11 signature lanterns. Plus sparkling
“snow” and a beautiful velvet bow add the perfect finishing touches!
Urgent Note! This edition is limited to only 95 casting days
and given the time-intensive handcrafting, demand could rapidly
exceed availability. So be one of the first to acquire this first-ever
Thomas Kinkade wreath, remarkably priced at $99*, payable in three
convenient installments of $33. Your prompt response is critical.
Send no money now, your first installment is due prior to shipment.
Return your Reservation Application today!

09-00308-001-BI
MAIL TO:

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois 60714-1300

Please Respond Promptly

YES!

Reserve the “Thomas Kinkade Christmas Village
Wreath” for me as described in this announcement.

Name ____________________________________________________
(Please print clearly.)

Address __________________________________________________
City _________________________State_____ Zip __________
Signature ____________________________________________
09-00308-001-E50381

©2008 HC. All Rights Reserved. Sunday Evening Sleigh Ride © 1995 Thomas Kinkade.

*Plus $15.00 total for shipping and service. Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed
appropriate sales tax. All orders subject to product availability and credit approval.
Edition limited to 95 casting days.

Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.

From the Editor’s Desk
The Power of Place

M

any of us have vivid memories of a certain place that meant a great deal to
us. Maybe these memories are of a childhood home or a site visited on a
memorable vacation.
For me, the vivid memories are of my grandfather’s summer home – built on
rocks in a Massachusetts fishing village. I didn’t spend a lot of time there, just a week
or so each summer as a girl. But these brief times were enough to give me stored
memories of a wide, curved beach with rolling breakers; deep rock pools with spiny
sea urchins, brightly colored snails and starfish; and evening walks along shore paths.
Catholic Daughters fortunate enough to have traveled to the Holy Land with
National Chaplain Rev. Stephen Gosnell have memories to last a lifetime. What a
Share Editor Peggy Eastman
thrill to walk in the footsteps of Jesus and visit the places where He preached and
performed miracles to heal those with physical and mental ailments. What a blessing
to view the Mount of Beatitudes, where Jesus gave the crowd of listeners the laws of love – so different from all the punitive
laws of the Old Testament. What a solemn and moving experience to walk the Stations of the Cross on the Via Dolorosa.
But even if we cannot visit the Holy Land in person, I would submit that the Bible gives us a vivid sense of the power
of place through the printed word and our own imaginations. The New Testament scriptures give us a powerful sense of
what it must have been like to live at the time of Jesus.
We have just celebrated the miracle of Christmas once again. Who could fail to see the Christmas tableau in the mind’s
eye while reading the Christmas story from the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke: Mary bending over the tiny newborn
in the manger with Joseph standing protectively nearby; the magnificently robed magi kneeling before the manger;
shepherds standing in awe; and animals witnessing the miracle with their own form of mute adoration? And who could fail
to feel the power of the angel Gabriel coming to the Virgin Mary before she bore Jesus with his momentous announcement
about the holy child she would bring into the world?
Two sequential passages from Luke have always stood out in my mind for their sheer power of place. We can imagine
the wind whipping up the waves in the first of these stories as the 12 weary disciples slept in the boat with Jesus (Luke
8:22-25), who must have been exhausted from ministering to the crowds that were always following Him. Can’t we almost
see the terrified faces of the disciples as they bend over a sleeping Jesus to wake Him? Can’t we almost visualize Jesus as
He stretches out His arms to calm the roiling waters and turbulent winds that threatened to capsize the boat? As the waves
and wind subside, don’t we almost sigh with the disciples in relief? This is high drama, indeed.
In the second passage from Luke (Luke 8:26-33), who cannot almost visualize the gaunt, homeless man bedeviled by unclean
spirits slinking among the tombs where he lived? Today we would say that this pitiful, haggard man suffered from severe mental
illness. Who cannot almost picture this suffering man falling down before Jesus and yelling, “What have I to do with thee, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I pray thee, do not torment me.” The unclean spirits inside him recognize their enemy.
The New Testament scriptures are full of similarly dramatic vignettes that take us back to the time of Jesus. Who could
forget the woman at the well asking Jesus for the living water that never runs dry? Who could forget the woman with the
alabaster jar who anointed Jesus’ feet with precious oil and wiped them with her hair? Who could forget Jesus raising His
friend Lazarus from the grave?
So whether we actually travel to the Holy Land or not, the power of that historic place where Jesus walked is as close
as our Bibles. And the more we read, the greater that power of place will become.
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Who will
take care
of you?
There are several
Group Insurance Programs
available to members of the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas®
to help insure your future.
AGroup
APersonal Travel

Cancer Expense

Accident Insurance

ALong Term

Care Insurance

AGroup
AMedicare

Life Insurance

Supplement Insurance
and more!

To receive complete information about the Catholic Daughters of the Americas recommended Insurance Plans for you or a loved one, return this
form to: Robinson-Kramer Incorporated, Catholic Daughters Insurance Plan Administrator, 14325 Willard Road, Suite 203, Chantilly, VA 20151-2199
Name_____________________________________________________________________Date of Birth (Mo/Day/Year)____________________
Spouse’s Name (if applicable) ___________________________________________________Date of Birth (Mo/Day/Year)____________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________________________________________________
State_____________________________________________ Zip____________________________________
Phone Number____________________________________________________________________________

National Chaplain’s Message
Continued from page 4

Monday morning, we had an audience with the Auxiliary Bishop of Jerusalem, the Most Reverend William Shomali,
who spoke with us about the troubles in the Holy Land, especially for Christians. We circled the walled city and re-entered
through Saint Stephen’s Gate (through which the Deacon Stephen was dragged out of the city and stoned to death). The
next stop was to the beautiful Basilica of Saint Anne, the Mother of Mary. It is a Crusader Church (11th century) which has
been preserved for 10 centuries. It is beautiful in its gothic simplicity and has perfect acoustics.
From there, we traveled to Mount Zion: to Dormition Abbey, remembering the death and assumption of Mary; the
room of the Last Supper (pretty close to where it actually took place); finally to the Church of St. Peter of the Cock-crow
built over the house of the Jewish high priest.
After lunch at a kibbutz (communal living for economic reasons), we had a panoramic view of the old city of Jerusalem
with the new city behind. Some walked down the Mount of Olives, stopping at the Church of Dominus Flevit, remembering
Christ weeping over Jerusalem.
We re-grouped in the Basilica of the Agony or the Church of All Nations in the Garden of Gethsemane where we
celebrated Mass and had some quiet time for reflection. The day concluded as usual with the chaplain conducting his
“spiritual seminar” in the lounge.
Tuesday afforded us a little bit of a sleep-in considering that it was going to be a long day. After loading all of our
luggage and souvenirs into the hold of the bus, we were off to Bethany to visit the Church of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha,
and one more shopping stop. Bethany is a poor Palestinian Arab village across the street from the largest Israeli settlement
in the West Bank, Ma’ale Adumin, a well-to-do settlement.
We visited Yad Vashem — the Holocaust Memorial. We paused in the Hall of Remembrance to remember all those who
died in the Nazi concentration camps. We walked through the Children’s Memorial, which honors the 1 ½ million young
people who were put to death, and past the Polish School Teachers’ Memorial.
On our way to Ben Gurion airport, we stopped for Mass at a fourth place that celebrates the appearance of the Risen
Lord to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. It had been a crusader church (11th century) built on the foundations
of a Byzantine (4th century) church. After a quick visit to the Church of Saint Peter in Jaffa, we had dinner at an open-air
restaurant overlooking the Mediterranean Sea.
Back to Tel Aviv and the airport, through security, check-in, and passport control; and onto our Delta wide-body jet for
our twelve hour flight home to the United States of America. As our Jewish brothers and sisters pray at the Passover Meal,
“Next year in Jerusalem.”
It was my pleasure and my honor to serve as chaplain and spiritual director for this Catholic Daughters’ Pilgrimage to
the land of our Savior.
Rev. Stephen D. Gosnell, KHS
National Chaplain
Baltimore, Maryland
sgosnell@archbalt.org

Correction: In the “Meet Your State Regents” section of the fall issue of Share, the name in the caption under the photo of
the Pennsylvania State Regent was Peg Rafferty, who is Pennsylvania First Vice State Regent. The caption should have read
Peggy Guckin, who is Pennsylvania State Regent. We apologize for the error, especially to Peggy Guckin and Peg Rafferty.
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CDAInAction

Catholic Daughters Making a Difference

Court Joins Pro-Life Prayer Vigil
Members of Court St. Raymond #2057, Dublin, California, participated in a prayer vigil
outside the office of a doctor who performs abortions. The doctor’s office is located next
to a high school. The vigil gave court members an opportunity to communicate a pro-life
message to the community by distributing educational materials to students, parents and
others who passed them. The vigil included peaceful prayer and a display of gentle placards
with messages such as ‘Pray to End Abortions,’ ‘Choose Life,’ and ‘Consider Adoption.’
Holding signs at the vigil are, seated, left to right, Stella Riebli, Nubia Walker, Julie Viscovich and Tess Chiampas. Standing, left to right, are Regent
Nita Volker and Sylvia San Miguel.

Illinois Court Walks for the Poor
Several members of Court West Chicago #432, West Chicago, Illinois,
joined a walk for Friends of the Poor. Sponsors gave donations to the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul at St. Mary’s Parish in West Chicago
to aid those in need by helping with medicine, food and other basic
necessities. Members of St. Mary’s parish also joined the walk.
Standing, left to right, are Alice Tinnes, Carol Vigsnes, Winnie Regiro, Linda Alaniz, Regent Sylvia Mosier and Illinois State Regent Trini Cantu.
Seated is Eleanor Parsons.

Iowa Court Walks To Defeat Cancer
Court Our Lady of the Holy Rosary #2476, Glenwood, Iowa,
collected more than $2,400 for the American Cancer Society
as part of the Relay for Life Team 2013. The team included
court members, fellow parishioners and family members. In
the photo, left to right, are Jim, Becky and Caroline Smith, Max
and Paula Fiebelkorn, Kathy Deck, Dick Maiers, Lorna Barbour,
Kay Shaw and Dee Tye.

Massachusetts Catholic Daughters Attend Habitat
House Blessing
Massachusetts Catholic Daughters attended the blessing of the Habitat for Humanity
duplex home they helped build in Danvers, Massachusetts. A Bible was given to the
homeowners and one of them, a single mother of two, cried as she thanked everyone for
giving her the opportunity to own her home.
Left to right are Patricia Abruzese Johnston, Massachusetts second vice state regent; Denise Talbot, member, Court Henry A. Sullivan #584,
Danvers; Sandra Lane, state chairwoman for national projects; and Judi Shooter, state regent.

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
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Walking where Jesus and the disciples walked

Once in a Lifetime Trip
to the Holy Land
By Helene Shepard

V

First Vice National Regent

isiting the Holy Land, the Land of the Bible, is to visit a place where dreams

come true. To think that we were able to be at the places where Jesus was born,
conducted His ministry, performed His miracles, and suffered the final agony was
almost too much to absorb.

Shown are all of the CDA members on the Pilgrimage with Rev. Gosnell and Bishop Shomali. In the picture are: first row, left to right: Jo Phalen, Joyce Ann
Fleming, Father Gosnell, Bishop Shomali, Shirley Seyfried, Helene Shepard and Mary Ann Kizer. Second row, left to right: LeeAnn Brand, Mary Ann Crawford,
Glenda Baustista, Carolyn Jensen, Carol Scalise, Susan Stanley, Meg Schmidt, Pat Keller, Mickey Brady and Sheila Geraci. Third row, left to right: Priscilla Keller,
Carita Issa, Jackie Smith, Ellie Neumeister, Joanne Marino, Nancy Portland, Janet Heideman, Annette Cherry, Natalia Bialkowski. Elaine Hamor and Margaret Rissier.
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The Holy Land is teeming with history, culture, and
spirituality. Whether we visited archaeological sites, roamed
from church to church or explored museums, we were all
aware that our lives were being enriched and changed.
It all began on November 4th when 46 Pilgrims from many
parts of our nation arrived at John F. Kennedy Airport in New
York City and boarded Delta Airline Flight 469 for Tel Aviv.
Rev. Stephen Gosnell, KHS, National CDA Chaplain, led the
Pilgrimage. We were met by our knowledgeable tour guide,
Mehar, and our tour leader from Quest Catholic Pilgrimage
Company, Lee Ann Brand. We had an outstanding team leading
us through the streets of the Holy Land. At each major church,
Mass was celebrated by Father Gosnell and assisted by Richard
Marino. Pilgrims were Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors at
each Mass. Dave Seyfried played his harmonica and National
Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried led the music. All pilgrims
became part of the choir.
Twelve hours after our departure, we found ourselves on a
coach bus on our way to Tiberias. It did not take us very long
to settle in and enjoy dinner at the Hotel Caesar. The first
evening ended with an icebreaker, entitled “A Penny for your
Thoughts,” prepared by Helene Shepard, First Vice National
Regent. This was a means of us getting to know one another
including our names, the state we were from, and something
interesting that happened to us during the year indicated on
the penny we received.
After a good night of rest, we were on our way to Caesarea
Martima. Soon, we were on a boat in the Sea of Galilee. After
these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the
sea of “Tiberias.” (John 6:1) It is actually a lake that has a
surface area of 63.7 square miles. Jesus spent most of his threeyear public ministry in towns and villages around the Sea of
Galilee. The Galilee boat is now preserved and housed in a
museum that we visited.
It was at Capernaum that Jesus performed many miracles.
Between Tabgha and Capernaum is the Mount of Beatitudes
where Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount. The
Franciscans chose to rebuild the modern Church of the
Beatitudes on the hilltop. It is an octagonal church constructed
by Antonio Barluzzi, and it recalls the eight blessings that are
inscribed on the walls of the octagon, with the ninth inscribed
inside the dome.
We worked our way to Cana, where the first miracle was
performed by Jesus. Eleven married couples on the Pilgrimage
were able to renew their wedding vows around the altar with
Father Gosnell as the witness. Each couple received a certificate.
We visited the Church of the Primacy of Peter and then on
to Tabgha – the chapel dedicated to the multiplication of the
loaves and the fishes. We soon found ourselves stepping in the
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas

National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried presents Bishop William
Shomali, Patriarchal Vicar in Jerusalem, with a check from the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas.

Jordan River renewing our Baptismal vows.
We left Tiberias on Friday and drove to Mt. Tabor, the
site of the Transfiguration, where Mass was celebrated. From
there we continued to Armageddon, where many wars took
place, and then on to Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls
were discovered. That same day we went to Jericho where we
stopped at the Inn of the Good Samaritan. Then we continued to
the Holy City of Jerusalem. We also made a stop at the Mount
of Olives where Mahar explained how the olives were pressed
in the stone vats.
A highlight of the trip was participating in the Stations of
the Cross on the via dolorosa. Each pilgrim had the opportunity
to carry the cross for a particular station. Prayers and hymns
were led by Father Gosnell. A videographer took a video of this
memorable and spiritual event as we walked in the footsteps
of Jesus.
Saturday, we went to Bethlehem where we visited the
Basilica of the Nativity, built over the site of the birthplace of
Christ; here Mass was celebrated. Luke 2:7 describes how Mary
“brought forth her first son…and laid him in a manger; because
there was not room in the inn.” Nearby was also the Chapel of
St. Catherine of Alexandria, sensitively restored by Antonio
Barluzzi in 1933. A statue of St. Jerome stands in the courtyard.
There were interesting crypts of St. Jerome, St. Paula and
St. Eusebius of Cremona. Within the Church of St. Catherine,
we found a chapel to St. Joseph and the Chapel of the Holy
Innocents.
On Monday morning, we made our way to the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre. It was here that we met with the Auxiliary
Bishop of Jerusalem, Bishop William Shomali. He warmly
11

Photo by Shirley Seyfried

Rev. Stephen Gosnell officiated at Mass daily.

greeted our group. He came across as a friendly, charismatic
and deeply thoughtful man. He is the representative of Latin
Patriarch Fouad Twal, who oversees the Latin-rite Catholics
in Israel, the Palestinian territories, Jordan and Cyprus, in
the patriarchate’s cathedral in the Old City of Jerusalem. He
presented the five challenges that face the people at this time.
The Bishop stated that the percentage of Catholics is
diminishing annually in the Old City. In Israel only two percent
of the population is Catholic, with less than one and a half
percent in Palestine. He stated that the Catholic minority is
very fragile. He gave a number of reasons why this is so.
1) Demographics – The arrival of six Million Jews. He
stated that there are only 400,000 Christians in the Holy
Land, and 200,000 Christian workers in Israel and the
Holy Land.
2) The Catholic Church is divided into 15 variations /
churches. He stated that “Jesus founded one Church.” He
gave examples of three calendars for Christmas, and two
calendars for Easter, which create differences among the
Catholic sects. They are making an effort to change, but
it is difficult. This year, all the Catholics sects celebrated
Easter together. Currently, they are reviewing the Easter
calendar to see how it can be changed and coordinated.
“It’s not easy,” he stated.
3) The Catholic Church is divided into small communities.
Catholics are the minority. Judaism is the majority in
Jerusalem. He stated that with the Jews, we use the same
Bible. We also pray the same psalms. With the Muslims,
we share the same history, the same suffering and the same
values.
4) The Middle East Situation – There is so much unrest in
the Middle East. For example, after 3 ½ years there is still
no democracy in Iraq.
5) Lack of peace – In the past 80 years, there have been nine
wars (the Jews versus the Arabs, with more than 100,000
dead). This lack of peace has caused many problems;
12

among them are health, security, and a poor economy.
Every 10 years, there seems to be a war—the last two in
Gaza. We need a solution to avoid a war. Although there
are negotiations in progress now with Secretary of State
John Kerry, Bishop Shomali is not optimistic, even if Kerry
has the best of intentions. “We are hopeful for peace,” said
Shomali. “There is suffering, a bad economy, and lack of
free movement for travelers, but we have to have faith.
The Lord can transform it. Pray for Peace.” He referred to
Psalm 122. Seek peace in Jesus. With faith, we can do the
impossible.
There was a brief question and answer period and then
National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried presented a monetary
gift to Bishop Shomali from the Catholic Daughters.
We made our way to the Church of St. Ann, which was built
on the birthplace of Our Lady. Soon we were at the Dome of the
Rock, which is the third holiest place for Muslims. We prepared
our intentions to be placed in the Wailing Wall. This is the most
sacred place for the Jews. We continued to Mount Zion, visiting
the room of the Last Supper.
We enjoyed lunches each day at local establishments chosen
by the tour team. We were able to experience foods of the area
and as a courtesy we were always conscious of keeping a kosher
table. All pilgrims made their way to Bethany where we saw
the church built on the site of the house of Martha and Mary.
We spent time in Yad Vashem where we visited the Holocaust
Museum, which is a memorial to six million martyrs, and we
were very moved by the Children’s Memorial.
Before our last stop at the Church of St. Peter, we had time
to purchase souvenirs and even ride on a camel! We stopped at
Bobbi’s Restaurant for dinner before we made our way to the
Ben Gurion Airport for a 12:40 Flight back to JFK Airport in
New York.
After seeing the topography, hearing the sounds, breathing
the air and smelling the scents, a very different backdrop
of a biblical narrative comes to life with more vivid colors.
When you actually see the land and the people, you are able
to appreciate the Scriptures in an entirely new way as well as
teach the Bible with more accuracy and confidence. The pages
of the Bible come alive.
In addition, you are inspired to pray for the peace of
Jerusalem. (Ps 122:6) A visit to the Holy
Land is a wise investment in every sense
from deepening one’s own spirituality and
faith to enriching our ministry and those
we serve as Catholic Daughters of the
Americas.
Helene Shepard, First Vice National Regent
Share Magazine • Winter 2013-2014
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Convention Agenda
(BH – Billings Hotel) (HI – Holiday Inn)
Chapel will be open Monday through Friday from
8:00 am to 11:00 pm in the Parlor 1001 (Billings Hotel)

1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Registration Foyer (BH)

Sunday, July 13, 2014

1:30 pm – 6:00 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)

Optional Tours
5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Registration Foyer (BH)

Monday, July 14, 2014
Optional Tours
9:00 am – 12 Noon
Registration Foyer (Billings Hotel)
10:00 am – 12 Noon
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Registration Foyer (Billings Hotel)
1:30 pm – 5:00 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Dinner Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)
7:30 pm
Pre-Convention Concert Big Horn Center (HI)
Mark Forrest – International Irish Tenor –
Founder of Faith and Family Foundation

Wednesday, July 16, 2014
7:00 am – 9:30 am
Breakfast Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)
8:00 am – 12:30 pm
Registration Foyer (BH)

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)

8:30 am – 9:00 am
Committee Meetings
Elections/Monitors/Ushers Big Horn (HI)
Timekeepers/Standing Rules Lewis & Clark (HI)
Credentials & Approve the Minutes Yellowstone (HI)

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

9:00 am – 12 Noon
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Registration Foyer (Billings Hotel)

9:00 am – 12 Noon
Registration Foyer (BH)
9:00 am – 12 Noon
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Meal Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Workshops
#1 First Time Attendees Bitterroot (HI)
#2 Leadership Poolside (HI)
#3 Membership Stillwater (HI)
#4 Legislation Yellowstone (HI)
#5 Conflict Resolution Big Horn (HI)
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Workshops repeated in same location as listed above

14

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm
Past Directors’ Dinner Gallatin (HI)

9:30 am – 10:45 am
Spirituality Workshop, Grand Montana Ballroom (HI)
Rev. James Sichko – voice of laughter, storytelling and praise
11:00 am – 12:00 Noon
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)
11:00 am – 12:45 pm
Lunch Cash Concessions Atrium (HH) Lobby (BH)
1:00 pm
Adoration and Benediction Grand Montana Ballroom (HI)
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)
3:00 pm
Seating of Delegates Billings Convention Center (BH)
Official Opening of the 55th Biennial National Convention
Presiding: Anne Nelson, National Regent

Share Magazine • Winter 2013-2014

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)

9:15 am – 9:45 am
Registration Foyer (BH)

6:00 pm
Dinner for Peggy and Jim O’Brien Montana
Convention Center (HI)

9:30 am – 2:30 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)

8:00 pm
Campaign Night Rallston (HI)

Thursday, July 17, 2014
6:00 am – 7:00 am
CDA Walks the Walk
6:30 am – 7:30 am
Breakfast Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)
8:00 am
Eucharistic Liturgy – Memorial Mass Grand Montana
Ballroom (HI)
9:30 am – 10:00 am
Final Registration before voting Foyer (BH)
9:15 am – 9:45 am
Breakfast Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)
9:30 am – 2:30 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)

10:00 am
Session IV - Business Session Billings Convention Center (BH)
12:00 Noon – 1:45 pm
Lunch Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)
12: 15 pm – 1:45 pm
State Regents’ Luncheon Ballroom (BH)
1:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Parliamentary Chat Billings Convention Center (BH)
2:00 pm
Session V - Business Session Billings Convention Center (BH)
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)
7:30 pm
Montana Night Montana Convention Center (HI)

Saturday, July 19, 2014
6:30 am – 8:00 am
Breakfast Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)

10:00 am
Session II - Business Meeting Billings Convention Center (BH)

8:00 am – 9:00 am
Registration Billings Convention Center Foyer (BH)

11:30 am – 12:30 pm
Registration Foyer (BH)

8:00 am – 11:00 am
Session VI- Business Meeting Billings Convention Center (BH)

11:45 am – 12:30 pm
Voting for Delegates only Billings Convention Center (BH)

8:30 am – 11:00 am
Sale of Article Final Sales Madison (BH)

12:15 pm – 1:45 pm
Chaplains’ Luncheon Ballroom (BH)

11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Lunch-Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)

12:30 pm – 2:00 pm
Lunch-Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Lobby (BH)

11:30 am – 1:30 pm
Buses leave for Church TBA

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Parliamentary Chat Billings Convention Center (BH)

2:00 pm
Eucharistic Liturgy – Mass of Installation
St. Pius Church

1:30 pm – 5:00 pm
Registration Foyer (BH)
2:15 pm – 6:00 pm
Session III - Business Meeting Billings Convention Center (BH)
Teresa Tomeo – syndicated Catholic talk show host, and author

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm
No Host Social with Cash Bar
Billings Convention Center Foyer (BH)
Cash Bar

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Sale of Articles and Raffle Room Madison (BH)

5:30 pm
Invitation Cocktail Social Madison (BH)

7:30 pm
Free Evening – State Night Dinners TBA

6:30 pm
Seating of Guests Billings Convention Center (BH)

Friday, July 18, 2013

7:00 pm
Appreciation Banquet Billings Convention Center (BH)

6:00 am – 9:00 am
Breakfast Cash Concessions Atrium (HI) Foyer (BH)

Sunday, July 20, 2014

8:00 am
Eucharistic Liturgy For God and Country
Grand Montana Ballroom (HI)
Archbishop Timothy Broglio, Archdiocese for the Military

9:00 am
Eucharistic Liturgy Grand Montana Ballroom (HI)

Monday, July 21, 2014

Leave for Post-Convention Trip, lasting through July 24

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
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All day 7 am – 10 pm; $150 per person
Yellowstone National Park is one of American’s greatest
treasures. You are invited to come see the beauty and mystery,
and the wonder of the world’s largest collection of geysers
and hot springs. Come to catch glimpses of the only wild bison
herd that has survived continuously since prehistoric times.
Yellowstone National Park has made many contributions to
America’s scientific, cultural and recreational history since its
inception in 1872 as the world’s first national park.
The trip includes but is not limited to walks to geysers and hot
springs, wildlife viewing, Old Faithful Geyser and Old Faithful
Inn, Beartooth Scenic Byway, 1988 Wild fire of the Yellowstone
Park. Entrances use will be the Northeast entrance, known as the
Beartooth Highway Scenic Byway that climbs to an astounding
10,947 feet above sea level from lush lodge pole pine forests
to alpine tundra, and the North entrance. Picnic lunch and
beverages will be provided with dinner on your own.

Minimum 30 people; Maximum 50

Little Bighorn Battlefield/Pompeys Pillar
National Monument Excursion
All day 7:15 am – 5 pm; $60 per person
The Battle of the Little Bighorn continues to fascinate people
around the world. For most, it has come to illustrate a part of
what Americans know as their western heritage. Heroism and
suffering, brashness and humiliation, victory and defeat, triumph
and tragedy - these are the things people come here to ponder.
Before starting your tour you will stop at the visitor center,
where park rangers can answer your questions and help plan
your morning. Lunch will be at the Custer Battlefield Trading
Post Café. The excursion will then continue for approximately 50
miles to Pompeys Pillar National Monument. On July 25, 1806,
William Clark of the Lewis and Clark Expedition visited Pompeys
Pillar, carving his name and date upon the rock. Today, visitors
can stand in the footsteps of Captain Clark while looking at his
signature, visit the monument’s magnificent visitor center, walk
along the Yellowstone River, enjoy an interpretive program led
by a skilled ranger, or stand on top of Pompeys Pillar and take
in the beautiful scenery of Yellowstone County, Montana. If you
love the western history and have heard about the Battle of
the Little Bighorn, this is the excursion for you. You will need
to choose from a choice of five meals for your lunch, which is
part of the cost. Snacks will be provided on the tour bus from
Pompeys Pillar back to Billings.
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Historic Billings
9 am – 11:30 am; $35 per person
Billings was a pretty lively town in the old days. There were
shootings, robberies and hangings. Some of those events led
to underground tunnels, a floating bar during prohibition,
and a haunted historic hotel. How does a Ghostly Face on the
Rimrocks, a Boothill Cemetery and an Indian Burial Ground
site become part of the 7tth Cavalry Legend? Join this guided
Tour of unforgettable, fun filled, learning experience of Billings.
You will travel the Historic Home District, Historic Montana
Ave with stops at Boothill Cemetery and Swards Park to view
the city from and the Yellowstone River from the sandstone
rock formation that surrounds the city on two sides, called
the “Rimrocks.” Discover the stories and sites associated with
Calamity Jane, Buffalo Bill Cody, and Liver Eating Johnson.
These are a few of the West’s Wild and Wicked characters that
made their impact in Billings and became featured in Hollywood
films.

Minimum 30 People

Horseback Riding Excursions
Leaving at 8:30 am, 10:30 am and 1:30 pm for two hours
each; $115 per person
Minimum 20 people

Indian Trails Tour
1 pm – 6 pm; $70 per person
Visit a rock art and northwest Plains archaeology site with paved
trails to Pictograph Cave and Ghost cave. The pictographs date
back 4,500 years ago. Crow Chief Plenty Coups historic home
on the Crow Reservation on the foothills of the Pryor Mountains
that includes spiritual sites and Indian culture exhibits plus a
Crow & Sioux Indian battle site. Both sites provide incredible
peaceful experience.

Minimum 20 people

Monday, July 14, 2014
Yellowstone National Park
All day 7 am – 10 pm; $150 per person
Same trip agenda as Sunday.

Minimum 30 people; Maximum 50

Share Magazine • Winter 2013-2014

Little Bighorn Battlefield/Pompeys Pillar
National Monument Excursion
All day 7:15 am – 5 pm; $55 per person
Same trip agenda as Sunday.

Bighorn Canyon/Ok-A-Beh Marina/Big Horn
Lake Excursion
All day 8 am – 8:45 pm; $105 per person
The morning will begin with a stop at the Yellowtail Dam Visitor
Center (part of Bighorn Canyon National Park Service) for a
Ranger program, videos in auditorium, etc... Lunch will then
be provided at Ok-A-Beh Marina consisting of burger, chops,
drink & ice cream. Then you will load onto pontoon boats for a
beautiful scenic waterway thru 16 miles of the Bighorn Canyon.
Snacks will be available throughout the five-hour boat trip.
If you love the water and beautiful scenery - this excursion is
pretty awesome. All meals and snacks will be provided.

Minimum 20 people; Maximum 56

Saddles & Paddles
All day 8:30 am – 5 pm

$165 per person

A full day of adventures at one location! Enjoy a half-day day
of horseback riding and then cool off with a river float. Price
includes a hardy box lunch.

Minimum 10; Maximum 28

Horseback Riding Excursions
Leaving at 8:30 am, 10:30 am and 1:30 pm for two hours
each ; $115 per person
Minimum 5; Maximum 12 per tour

Historic Billings with tour of Dan Walt
Gardens
9 am – 2 pm; $55 per person
Billings was a pretty lively town in the old days. There were
shootings, robberies and hangings. Some of those events led
to underground tunnels, a floating bar during prohibition,
and a haunted historic hotel. How does a Ghostly Face on the
Rimrocks, a Boothill Cemetery and an Indian Burial Ground
site become part of the 7th Cavalry Legend? Join this guided
Tour of unforgettable, fun filled, learning experience of Billings.
You will travel the Historic Home District, Historic Montana
Ave with stops at Boothill Cemetery and Swards Park to view
the city from and the Yellowstone River from the sandstone
rock formation that surrounds the city on two sides, called
the “Rimrocks.” Discover the stories and sites associated with
Calamity Jane, Buffalo Bill Cody, and Liver Eating Johnson.
These are a few of the West’s Wild and Wicked characters that
made their impact in Billings and became featured in Hollywood
films.

Art Walk
9:30 am – 12:30 pm; $35 per person
Artwalk presents a wide range of art that will certainly meet the
wide range of interest of Artwalkers. The galleries and shops will
be available with artists on hand to discuss their work: paintings,
drawings, pastels, sculpture, ceramics, jewelry, encaustics, mixed
media, photography, printmaking, fiber arts, fine woodworking,
and glass art. It is a wonderful opportunity to buy original art,
stop at our sidewalk cafes, and explore our locally owned &
operated shops.
The Galleries are located in greater downtown area. The Tour
bus will make regular stops between.

Beartooth Scenic Highway & Red Lodge Tour
3 pm – 10 pm, $60 per person
Beartooth Highway is an All-American Road that has been
called “the most beautiful drive in America,” by late CBS
correspondent Charles Kuralt. Our bus will climb to an
astounding 10,947 feet above sea level. As it winds its way from
Red Lodge to the Alpine Ski Area which is the oldest summer
racing program in the US atop the Beartooth Pass. The highway
traverses an impressive range of ecosystems – from lush lodge
pole pine forests to alpine tundra.
Our stops along the way include: Standing at Vista Point to view
the snow fields, clear alpine lakes, the 5 switch backs and wild
life; Drinking from a mountain spring near a water fall; Shopping
and exploring the mountain village of Red Lodge. Meal on your
own.

Minimum 30 people; Maximum 50 people

Tuesday, July 15, 2013
Lewis and Clark Tour (Pompeys Pillar)
7:30 am – 11:30 am ; $55 per person
Follow Capt. Wm Clark, Sacajawea and the Corps of Discovery
along the Yellowstone River to Pompeys Pillar National
Monument and see Clark’s 1806 signature, the last physical
remaining evidence on the trail. Enjoy the fur-trading era to
pioneer settlements and present day farming with a stop at the
Agriculture Center.

Historic Billings
9:30 am – 11:30 am; $35 per person
Same trip agenda as Sunday.

Dan Walt Gardens hosts a large selection of perennials zoned for
the Billings Climate with walkways to the various gardens and
art gallery. Lunch will be served in the gallery.

Minimum 30 People

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
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Special Experiences
happening

at the

Tuesday, July 15th 7:30pm
Concert & Adoration

Thursday, July 17th
Keynote Address

Mark Forrest

Teresa Tomeo

Catholic Talk Show Host

International Irish Tenor
Mark Forrest’s melodic voice has ﬁlled
concert halls and cathedrals world
wide. He uses his music—Broadway's
best tunes, Irish songs, and hymns—
to inspire people everywhere to
appreciate the importance of their
faith and their family life in today’s
changing society. This concert is free
for all those registered for convention.
Mark is the father of eight boys and
currently resides in Northern Virginia.
Mark and his wife Muriel are founders
of the Faith and Family Foundation
which helps special needs children.

Song

Spirituality Patriotism

Wednesday, July 16th
Spirituality Workshop

Reverend James W. Sichko

Diocese of Lexington, KY

Fr. Jim Sichko is the Pastor of St. Mark Parish in
Richmond, KY. He is forty-six years old, the youngest
of 5 children and was ordained in 1998. He holds
degrees in both Vocal Performance and Theology.
Fr. Jim travels throughout the United States conducting
missions, retreats and days of recollection.
Known for his charismatic story-telling, Fr. Jim weaves
every day life experiences with the messages which
lie within the Gospel.

Make the most of your
Convention experience.

Inspiration

Teresa Tomeo is an author,
syndicated Catholic talk show host,
and motivational speaker with more
than 30 years of experience in TV,
radio and newspaper. In the
year 2000, Teresa left the secular
media to start her own speaking
and communications company,
Teresa Tomeo Communications, LLC.
As a speaker, Teresa travels
throughout North America,
addressing media awareness
and activism, as well as sharing her
reversion to the Catholic Church.

Friday, July 18th
Mass for God & Country

Archbishop Timothy Broglio

Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA
A native of Ohio, Archbishop Broglio is
the 4th Archbishop of the Military Services, USA.
The Archdiocese tends to military personnel and
their families at 220 installations in 29 countries,
patients at 172 Veterans Aﬀairs Medical Centers,
and federal employees in 134 countries.
At this Mass we will honor all veterans, Gold Star
Mothers and the mothers or grandmothers of active
duty military personnel who are in attendance.

Be sure to attend all of
these special events.

A back story you may not know

RENEW International:
Leading Parishioners to be
Disciples of Christ

T

By Tom Panas

his issue’s “Support Our Advertisers” section features RENEW International.

Share spoke by phone with Sister Terry Rickard, O.P., president and CEO, and Deirdre
Malacrea , director of communications. Sister Terry said her mother, Marie Rickard,
had been a member of Court Rosemary #681, Middletown, New York.

RENEW International is a Roman Catholic ministry
organization incorporated under the auspices of the
Archdiocese of Newark and officially recognized as a “private
association of the faithful” under Canon Law. Headquartered
in Plainfield, New Jersey, RENEW has satellite offices in San
Salvador, El Salvador and Port Elizabeth, South Africa. Its
mission is to foster spiritual renewal in the Catholic tradition
by empowering parishioners, pastors, individuals and
communities to more fully encounter God in their everyday
lives, deepen and share their faith, connect their faith to
action and ultimately become disciples of Jesus.
RENEW International has been in existence for more than
30 years, during which time it has helped revitalize parish life
in more than 150 dioceses in the U.S., touching the lives of
25 million people. RENEW has also served many thousands
abroad in 23 countries, on six continents in 44 languages and
dialects.
“RENEW offers an effective means of re-awakening
personal faith and spiritually renewing parishes. Our approach,”
explains Sister Terry, “is fostering small faith-sharing groups
of eight to 12 people which meet in a parishioner’s home.
These groups come together to pray, read scripture, and reflect
on topics of faith. This creates an intimate and safe spiritual
community for those present to share and discuss their faith.
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Small community leaders
encourage discussions that are
intended to ultimately create
an encounter with Jesus.”
The RENEW program,
Deirdre adds, is “‘CatholicDaughter
friendly.’
We
encourage faith-based action
and encourage participants to
mission as disciples of Christ—
as our Holy Father has said,
‘to go out to the margins.’ This
Sister Terry Rickard
is very similar to what the
Catholic Daughters do.”
RENEW International’s staff trains a core team in each
parish to invite parishioners into small groups and provides
training for volunteer leaders to facilitate the small groups.
This preparation helps ensure a positive spiritual experience.
Typically, hundreds of people participate per parish
(comprising around 15 percent of parishioners who attend
Mass) depending on the size of the parish.
National Administrative Assistant Theresa Duran, of
Court Stella Maris #822, Freeport, New York, overheard the
telephone conversation and mentioned that she participated in
19

Sister Terry with youth in El Salvador.

a RENEW program at Our Holy Redeemer Parish in Freeport
where she worships. She found it to be very beneficial.
“It helped me become more familiar with the Bible,”
Theresa said, “and was a great way to share my faith with other
women in the group. It also helped me fortify my relationship
with Jesus.”
“RENEW,” Theresa added, “is a good opportunity for
Catholic Daughters to put into practice the spiritual aspect
of our Circle of Love program. I think it would be valuable
for courts to sponsor a parish-wide RENEW effort. It would
benefit members spiritually and also be a way for them to
meet other women in the parish who might become Catholic
Daughters.”
Deirdre agrees. “RENEW can definitely help Catholic
Daughters connect with parish women. We’re a good fit with
the Catholic Daughters because RENEW is also parish-based.
Like the Catholic Daughters, RENEW International is an
independent Catholic organization. We believe ourselves to
be a model of gifts and talents within the church.”
Sister Terry adds, “My mother was the RENEW
coordinator for her parish and I believe that many Catholic
Daughters have been in RENEW groups. Sixty-five percent of
our participants are women age 50 and over. Like the Catholic
Daughters, we strive for spiritual renewal and at the same
time are concerned with evangelization.”
One of RENEW’s signature programs is ARISE Together in
Christ, a diocese-wide program which encourages participants
to come to know Christ and be His disciples through a
prayer-faith-action sequence. This program has reached
11 dioceses, including the Archdiocese of Boston where it
20

involved more than 30,000 parishioners. In the Archdiocese
of Miami, RENEW is starting Why Catholic? Journey Through
the Catechism. This process enables participants to deepen
their Catholic faith by exploring Sacred Scripture and the
Church’s teachings in a way that is connected to daily life. As
they experience this faith journey, many report growing in the
confidence to share their faith with family and friends. The
program is now in 25 dioceses.
A program that may be of interest to Catholic Daughter
Campus Courts is Campus RENEW, a 2½ year (or fivesemester) process that facilitates renewal and transformation
on college campuses. Small Catholic communities, groups of
eight to 12 students, meet weekly to share their faith using
resources written for students based on the Sunday Gospel
readings.
RENEW also works to extend its message beyond those
who participate in the program. Sister Terry explains that
pastors and parish leaders can link scriptural messages to
homilies, prayers of the faithful, and information for families
to share. “We try to have a broader influence and spread into
the spiritual life of the parish. ‘Invitation’ is very important.
We train parishes to invite people by extending a warm
welcome to different groups within the parish.”
“I administer many retreats and one of the biggest concerns
of participants is their adult children. Many feel guilty because
their children and grandchildren do not attend Mass. The
“mission field” for these people is their family, to persuade
them that Mass is not an obligation but an opportunity to be
joyful witnesses attracting people to Christ.”
Sister Terry concludes, “Many Catholic organizations
are struggling today because their membership is aging. The
challenge for these organizations is to attract young people,
many of whom are seeking a deeper spirituality and to
become focused (or refocused on Christ). We are welcoming
and hospitable to these young people.
We have to be. At this point in time, we
need each other.”
For further information, visit
http://www.renewintl.org or call
908-769-5400.
Tom Panas

Have you participated in a RENEW Group?
Send your RENEW story to cdashare@aol.com,
or Tom Panas, c/o Share,
Catholic Daughters of the Americas,
10 West 71st Street, New York, NY, 10023.
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Open
the door
of faith …
Enrich your Court’s spiritual life and deepen friendships
by faith sharing in small groups this Lent.

LENTEN LONGINGS
Make a six-week retreat by
exploring the Sunday
readings of Lent.

THE LIVING GOSPEL: DAILY
DEVOTIONS
FOR LENT

$7.95 book
$15.95 music CD

In Spanish:
Reflexiones en Cuaresma

LONGING FOR THE HOLY
Explore the central mysteries of faith
with the gentle spiritual guidance of bestselling author, Fr. Ronald
Rolheiser, OMI.
$14.95 each book
$53.00 set of 4 books

In Spanish:
Sedientos de Dios

To order:
www.renewintl.org/NEresources
1-888-433-3221
The Living Gospel is published by Ave Maria Press.

Sr. Terry Rickard, OP,
offers spiritual wisdom
in pocket book form.
$19.50 for
10 booklets

AT PRAYER
WITH MARY
Renew appreciation of
and devotion to Mary,
model of the Church.
$7.95 book

$15.95 music CD

In Spanish:
No temas, María

1232 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062-1717
Phone: 908-769-5400
www.renewintl.org

Courage Lion Program brings comfort and courage to hospitalized children

Stuffed with Strength
Reprinted courtesy of Loyola Magazine
By Maria Blackburn

D

Photos by David Rehor

avid Robinson lies in a hospital bed in Charlottesville, Va., 250 miles away from

most of the things he loves—his home, his brother and sister, his friends.
David is 7. And ever since he was diagnosed with Stage 4
kidney cancer in November, the active first grader has spent
much of his time in a hospital room, often too weak and sick
to run and jump and play. So his parents have brought in
his favorite Disney movies, loaded the iPad with games, and
decorated the windowsill by his bed with a few favorite books
and toys.
And if you should stop by David’s room one day, and David
is feeling up to it, he’ll reach over to the windowsill, pick up a
stuffed lion named Duffy, and hold it up to show you. David,
who has Down Syndrome, might not be able to fully articulate
what he wants to say, but his pride in this floppy golden lion
beams through his smile.
“David, are you brave like Duffy?” his mother asks.
“Yes!” David shouts.
Duffy the Courage Lion is more than just a cuddly plaything.
Developed by a team of child life specialists and clinicians at
the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center, his purpose is to help
give children in crisis the strength and support they need to
go on. “It’s not just about the lion,” says John Ramming, MBA
’85, founder of the Courage Lion Program. “It’s what the lion
elicits in you, what it helps you discover about yourself.”
The Glyndon, Md., grandfather might seem an unlikely
creator of a nonprofit dedicated to distributing free Duffys
and accompanying picture books and CDs to children in need.
Ramming, 67, served more than two decades as a military
intelligence officer, founded a successful company that
designed covert surveillance systems, earned two graduate
degrees, and taught college courses to law enforcement and
management professionals. “I lived in a world of black and
white,” he says.
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But after retiring and becoming active in his local Knights
of Columbus council, he met Rev. Salvatore Livigni, then the
Catholic chaplain at Johns Hopkins Hospital, who distributed
small religious statues to hospitalized children and their
families as part of his ministry. “There has to be something
Share Magazine • Winter 2013-2014

more we could do to help,” Ramming remembers thinking.
He had no medical experience, no experience working
with critically ill children and their families. But Ramming
had recently come to know two families who had faced the
loss of a child. “I saw in them the most forsaken loss that a
parent could ever experience,” he says. “I wanted to make a
difference.”
He used his business expertise to start Courage Unlimited
Corporation DBA Courage Lion. And in June 2006, after
18 months of research and development with Hopkins
specialists, Ramming launched the all-volunteer Courage
Lion Program, which is designed to minimize the negative
impact hospitalization and illness can have on children.
Ramming hoped to reach 250 children a year at Hopkins.
But word about Duffy quickly spread, and soon hospitals,
military organizations, hospices, and even Alzheimer’s care
facilities across the country were requesting Courage Lions.
To date the program has helped more than 36,000 children
in crisis at 114 hospitals and other facilities throughout the
United States and Canada.
Shannon Joslin, child life manager at the University of
Maryland Children’s Hospital, found Duffy was a valuable
tool she could use to help children. “A lot of younger children
may not have the verbal ability or the comfort level to tell
you how they are feeling about a situation,” says Joslin. “But
they can use Duffy and play and that gives us a mirror to their
experiences in the hospital.”
Young patients can insert IVs into Duffy to help them
prepare for and gain some control over enduring such
procedures themselves. The lion’s arms are also long enough
to cover his eyes when he’s “scared” and act as a mirror of a
child’s emotions, Joslin explains.
Duffy’s “courage pocket” on his belly gives children a place
to put notes or pictures about how they feel and remind them
that they have the courage needed to get through trying times.
Courage Pockets, Duffy’s storybook about how he faces a
serious injury and finds the courage he needs within himself to
heal, speaks not only to children newly diagnosed with cancer
and other illnesses but also to children whose loved ones are
dying or in intensive care. “That’s the best thing about the
Courage Lion,” Joslin says. “It’s not just limited to children
who are hospitalized. It’s there for anyone who needs it.”
Nancy Ellen Artis, Ph.D., education director of the hospital
education program at the University of Virginia Children’s
Hospital, agrees. “At this point it’s impossible to imagine life
at our children’s hospital without Duffy,” she says.
Phil Lazzati, ’84, president of the Loyola University
Maryland Alumni Association, said he was struck by the
compassion and commitment behind the Courage Lion
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Program. This year, the association awarded the program its
Alumni Service Award, a grant given to a deserving Loyola
graduate for a charitable effort in the support of others. “It’s
amazing what a difference a person can make with such a
simple, unique idea,” says Lazzati, who as the parent of a child
who fought a serious illness at an early age knows firsthand
the critical need the Courage Lion Program addresses.
Although he’s delighted with the program’s success,
Ramming knows that there are many more children
throughout North America who could benefit from the
Courage Lion Program and he’s dedicated to sharing Duffy
with them, too.
“When you see the expression on a child’s face when they
receive the lion and the light bulb lights from understanding
the story and finding their own courage, it stays with you and
motivates you to continue.”
It costs $25 to sponsor a child with a Duffy lion, book, and CD.
To support the Courage Lion Program, visit www.couragelion.
org or write to info@couragelion.org.
Travel with Fr. Pat McCloskey, O.F.M. & Other Catholics!

Alpine Beauty & Bohemian Highlights

Elegant
Danube

River Cruise & Tour

14 Days

from

$2649*

Departs: September 3, 2014
Start in Munich, Germany for one-night. Then travel to Schwangau
and a guided tour of the famous Neuschwanstein (Disneyland) Castle
and Rothenburg o.d. Tauber, an enchanting, fully preserved medieval
town for an overnight stay. The following day you will leave or the
Czech Republic stopping in Nuremberg; followed by Bohemia and
Prague, where you will see the Charles Bridge. The next day travel
to Passau and spend the day sightseeing before you embark on the
4-star TUI Melodia. Your cruise includes the Danube’s highlights
including: Melk and Vienna, Austria (the classical city of music);
Esztergom and Budapest, Hungary; Bratislava, Slovakia; and
Linz, Austria; before returning to Passau. Travel back to Munich
with additional sightseeing and included traditional Bavarian dinner,
before flying home. Your YMT Chaplain Fr. Pat McCloskey, O.F.M. was
ordained in 1975 and he has spent most of those years as a high
school teacher or as a writer. He is Franciscan Editor of St. Anthony
Messenger. This will be Fr. Pat’s 7th tour as YMT chaplain.
*
Price per person, based on double occupancy. Price based on outside porthole,
upgrades available. Plus $299 tax/service/government fees. Airfare is extra.

America’s best choice for affordable travel since 1967!
For details, itinerary, reservations & letter from YMT’s
chaplain with his phone number call 7 days a week:

1-800-736-7300
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Time, talent and treasure bear fruit

Is Your Court in a
Deep Freeze?
By Mary Ann Kizer

A

National Director and Membership Chairman

s I write this article, much of the nation is covered in snow or ice – a major

“Deep Freeze” according to news media. Many events have been cancelled, including
a marathon in Dallas and a concert in Little Rock. Life is at a standstill – after the
rush to the grocery store for bread and milk. With this weather, it is hard to think of
growing anything, even membership in our Catholic Daughter courts.
But, this weekend at Mass we were reminded, “Therefore,
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.” (Matthew 3:10) Do you want your court
to disband when you are enjoying your “heavenly reward?”
Now is the time to “bear good fruit for Christ.” Time, talent,
and treasure are not dispensed equally by God. But we each
have at least one of the “fruits” that we can use to ensure that
our courts will exist for years to come.
Take time. Time is needed to visit with a non-member in
person or on the phone. Time is needed to write news articles
about court meetings and events. Time is needed to post
meetings, special events, and service projects on Facebook or
Twitter. Is time your special “fruit?”
Take talent. Talent is needed to design a membership
invitation for a CDA event. Talent is needed to plan, coordinate,
and involve other members. Talent is needed to start on time,
run the event smoothly, and recruit new members. Is talent
your special “fruit?”
Take treasure. Treasure is needed for worldly goods.
Treasure is needed to purchase marketing banners, flyers,
and membership ribbons from our national office. Treasure
is needed to purchase supplies, car decals, or CDA buttons. Is
treasure your special “fruit”?
I know that you answered, “Yes” to at least one of the
24
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questions regarding time, talent, and treasure. Now is the
time to evaluate what you are doing with your gift from God.
When was the last time your court installed a new member?
Do you remember when you were installed in CDA? Whether
it was 10, 30, or 50 years ago, CDA became a part of your life
and you began a new ministry. It would be a shame for your
court to disband after you are no longer here. Please offer
CDA membership to ALL Catholic women 18 years of age and

older in your parish. Don’t let your court
stay in a “Deep Freeze.” Spring will come
and we will be reminded that Jesus said,
“I am the vine, you are the branches.”
(John 15:5)
Mary Ann Kizer, National Director,
Membership Chairman

Membership Drive Support Kit
All the promotional materials you need for a sucessful
Membership Drive, conveniently packaged for a fraction of the price!
Kit includes:
Complete Set of
3 Recruitment Posters

t
for jus
s
i
h
t
l
l
A

25 Invitations To Join
25 Unity & Charity Brochures

20!

$$

25 Top 10 Reasons Postcards
25 Membership Applications
As a bonus, you will
receive a suggested
bulletin announcement
and message
to use when
speaking
from the altar.

The new, convenient way
to keep all of our
updated recruitment supplies
neat, orderly and ready to go!
To order your Support Kit, simply
log on to the store at
catholicdaughters.org,
or call 1-800-221-8834
and ask for item MBRKIT

All in a handy purple 3 pocket envelope with Velcro® closures.

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
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Motivation is key

Visionary Leadership
By Helene Shepard

O

First Vice National Regent, National Leadership Chairman

ver the past few years we have discussed leadership from a number of perspectives.

However, the essence of leadership can be reduced to three main areas. When you are
in a leadership position, vision, integrity and compassion are infinitely more important
than the words you say. These three traits are as important for your survival as a leader
as are air, food, and water. Consider leadership as a three-legged stool standing on
vision, integrity and compassion. Remove one leg and the whole thing topples. Let’s
examine each one.
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Vision
The regent’s job, with the help of her board, is to set the court’s
vision. Once it is established, members must be brought into
the execution and implementation of that vision. Personal
leadership and motivational leadership are the same. To lead
others successfully, one must first become a role model. One
leads by example.
As the leader, your vision paints the target. It sparks and
fuels the fire within the organization and draws everyone
forward, and it illuminates the way other members are to
follow. When a new vision is created or a project adopted,
one needs to let everyone know how the vision or project will
change the court and ultimately the organization.
A shared vision involves everyone working together to
make improvements. As a leader, a state regent or local regent
must also communicate that vision to the members to enable
them to make that vision become a reality.

Integrity
Often leaders don’t realize how closely their members
are watching them. Catholic Daughters and many other
organizations, for that matter, makes available for its
members information on its mission, vision, and values. This
information can be found on our web site, and in the Tools of
the Trade, as well as in our bylaws. However, unless those who
are leading model and work toward these goals and visions,
they are just empty words to the members.
As a person of integrity, you have the supreme responsibility
to tell the truth, to mean what you say and to say what you
mean — regardless of the outcome. Integrity is complete
when there is unflinching honesty in everything you say and
do. It means that you, as a leader, must be willing to admit
your shortcomings when necessary. It means that you work to
develop your strengths and compensate for your weaknesses.
Integrity means that you deal in a straightforward manner
with members and situations, and that you do not compromise
what you believe to be true. Integrity means living up to one’s
word. John Maxwell got it right when he said: “Integrity is
all-encompassing.” Leadership in the Catholic Daughters of
the Americas is about doing what’s right, not about doing
what’s popular. Our results will be based on the ability to be
authentic and have integrity.

Compassion
A leader who achieves goals at the expense of the membership
is a dictator or tyrant. A true leader knows her members, their
strengths, weaknesses and concerns and incorporates them
in moving toward the goal. Each member’s task should be
streamlined to his or her abilities. Support, not correction,
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas

should be given when appropriate. Praise should be frequent
and sincere. The best leaders know that they’re only as good
as the members who support them. Thus it is advantageous
to encourage your members to use all the tools available to be
successful.
While most organizations are topped with a formal
leader, functional leadership shifts from time to time, as with
committee chairmen, depending upon the circumstances,
the needs of the court, and the skills of the members. The
formal leader models the appropriate behavior and helps
establish a positive atmosphere. Leadership is not about
telling people what to do, it’s about showing them through
personal example. As a leader, your job is to use your example
to influence and ensure the success of your members. You
must have a servant’s heart.
Good leaders allow people to fail if it should come,
because they realize that failure simply means that you’re
trying something new. They encourage members to remove
obstacles to performance improvement and find new ways to
do things better. Far too often, people use only a tiny part of
their abilities, yet they can blossom and thrive when given the
opportunity to take the initiative.
Measure your state court and local court’s values by
examining all the activities, projects and charities honored
and supported by the membership. Leadership needs to be
evaluated from time to time and visionary leadership must be
kept in line with your mission, vision and values.
Jesus, our Supreme Leader, was a man of vision both for
the Church and His followers. He lived
the values He asked of others and was
understanding and compassionate when
they faltered. This is the model upon which
we should build our leadership style.
Helene Shepard, First Vice National
Regent, National Leadership Chairman
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Needed: a school in Tanzania

Building Brick by Brick
By Washington State Regent Christy Hall
and Bernadine Kuttner of Court Washington

“W

National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried contributed.

ould you give me a pencil and paper to go to school?” Children from Tanzania,

East Africa, asked Father Mulenda this question daily.
The African children want to go to school. School means
a Franciscan Sister of St. Bernadette teaches children their
catechism and alphabet under a nearby tree.
In 2005, Rev. Ignatius Mulenda of the Diocese of Rulenge,
Tanzania, East Africa, arrived in Spokane, Washington, to study
at Gonzaga University for his master’s degree in spirituality.
He was introduced at the Catholic Daughters meeting of Court
Spokane, and became the court’s part-time chaplain. During
Father Mulenda’s sermons, members learned the stories of the
extreme poverty of his people, and how children came to the
rectory asking for school supplies, or begging Father Mulenda to
provide money so that their sick parent could go to the hospital.
Father Mulenda received a meager stipend of $75 a month
and used this to help his elderly mother, who was raising his
two nieces and a nephew because their mother (his sister) had
died. Yet he did all he could to aid those who asked him for help.
He appealed to the Catholic Daughters for further assistance
for the other children. In 2006, Court Washington agreed to
assist Father Mulenda and contribute $1,200 per year to help
provide a high school education for two students. In addition to
the work of the court, several members contribute generously
on a monthly basis.
In 2010, Sister Catherine Niyonsenga, F.S.S.B., of the
Rulenge Diocese in Tanzania, was sent to Gonzaga University
in Spokane on a sabbatical. Sister Catherine was invited to
speak at a CDA meeting of Court Washington. Again, through
Sister Catherine, the court heard stories of extreme poverty.
She told them about Angels Home Orphanage, operated for
more than 50 years by her Congregation. In the orphanage, the
Sisters care for up to 60 children. If they are not adopted, the
Sisters usually keep them through secondary school.
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Charlene Dronen, left, immediate past Washington state regent
who was state regent at the time of Washington’s 45th Biennial
State Convention, presents a $42,000 check to Sister Catherine
Niyonsenga, F.S.S.B. of the Rulenge Diocese in Tanzania, who is also a
Catholic Daughter from Court Madonna of the Valley #2556, Spokane,
Washington, while National Regent-Elect Shirley Seyfried looks on.

Brick by brick, a dream becomes reality.
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The Superior General of the Franciscan Sisters, Sister
fabric “bricks” to look like a brick wall, playing on the “Brick by
Pulcheria, came from Tanzania, and the pastor at St. Thomas
Brick” theme. Each brick would feature the embroidered name
More in Spokane gave permission for her to speak at all the
of a donor who gave at least $500. Approximately 26 bricks
Masses about the great need for a school for the poor children
were sold to support the project.
at the orphanage and in the outlying areas. Mother Pulcheria’s
Numerous fund-raising projects evolved, which included
dream is to have a self-sustaining campus/farm.
cookie sales at a local high school and garage sales. In March
After hearing the stories of Sister Catherine, Father Mulenda
2012, the Spokane courts held a dinner auction with a Chinese
and Sister Pulcheria, Shirley Brock and members from Court
family-style dinner, donated by a parishioner and his work
Washington and Court Madonna of the Valley
crew for cost. They sold balloons for $10 and
began a more aggressive plan to actually build a
$20 before the event began. When a balloon was
complex for the Sisters that included the Little
purchased, it was popped and a prize was given.
Angels Orphanage and an elementary school, as
More than $430 was made in about half an hour
well as the water supply for the project. “Brick
with the balloons. The overall proceeds from
by Brick” was the name they chose to start this
the dinner auction cleared more than $12,000.
ambitious project.
In addition, the state officers chaired the
The project then turned from the local courts
first multiple court joint venture to benefit a
in Spokane to a much larger project, with all CDA
state project. Courts St. Anne #2575, St. Teresa
members in the state involved. At the 2011 State
of Avila #2564, both of Kennewick, and Our
Convention Marie Fisher of Court Madonna of
Lady of Fatima #1611 in Pasco, with help from St.
the Valley addressed the delegates with a plea
Cecelia #668, collaborated on a dinner auction
for assistance. The delegates voted to assess their
held in October 2012. The theme was “A Night
A young child expresses
courts one dollar per member for that year. At the
in the Jungle.” Stuffed wild animals decorated
gratitude for the help she
time, that was about $1400 in possible income.
the tables, assorted jungle music and a casual
received.
Later that year, State Regent Charlene
food buffet contributed to the general mood
Dronen felt a calling to do more. A meeting of state officers
of the evening. Sister Catherine narrated a slide show that
and members of Court Washington and Court Madonna of the
featured the project, community, and children. Following this
Valley was held to hear Mother Pulcheria and Sister Catherine
presentation, a heartstrings appeal was made that was received
(both Sisters are Catholic Daughters from Court Madonna of
with great success. The entire event netted more than $20,000.
the Valley) speak about the need for the new school in Benaco.
At the 45th Biennial Washington State Convention, held
They had already procured the services of Living Waters
in Yakima April 26-27, Washington State Catholic Daughters
International, a 501(c)3 (non-profit organization), established
presented Sister Catherine with the accumulation of all the
in 1996 in the Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin.
fund-raising efforts, a $42,000 check. The Washington State
The motto of Living Waters International is “United in
Board would like to acknowledge the many people who donated
Christ’s mission to alleviate the suffering among the poor in
to the auctions, gave of their time and talent to accomplish all
East Africa,” and its mission is to procure funds for the support
of these projects and the groups and individuals that bought
of Roman Catholic missionary and international development
“bricks.” If you feel called to support this worthy cause (Sister
projects in churches, parochial primary and secondary schools
Catherine still needs a tractor, a grainery, a barn, and an electric
and health clinics through monies received with competitive
installation), you can contact:
grants awarded to the corporation. They deposit and forward
Living Waters International, P.O. Box 614, Antigo, WI 54409
any funds to the Franciscan Sisters for the construction of
Phone: 1-866-220-8981
the new school in Benaco. Since Living Waters International
E-mail: livingh2o@livingwatersinternational.org
is proficient in the field of drilling wells and providing clean
Web: www.livingwatersinternational.org
water, these funds will be used in the development of the water
Donations should be earmarked for:
system for this project.
Franciscan Sisters of St. Bernadette of
State officers of Catholic Daughters decided to do more on a
Lourdes, the Little Angels Orphanage,
statewide level to support what these courts were doing. They
Diocese of Rulenge, Tanzania, East Africa.
planned to make a wall hanging with large baby animals in a
jungle to present to the Little Angels Orphanage at the end of the
Shirley Seyfried,
project. The animals on the wall hanging were surrounded with
National Regent-Elect
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
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Service to God and country

Virginia Catholic
Daughter Reflects on Being
a Catholic and a Marine

F

By Tom Panas

ormer Marine Lt. Col. Reina DuVal has been a member of Court Kavanaugh #54,

Kavanaugh, Virginia, for the past three years. She joined the court “because I wanted
to become involved in a church community and a friend knew Helen Lynch (regent
of Court Kavanaugh). I like the fact that the Catholic Daughters is an organization
working to help people, and I enjoy meeting Catholic women who are doing things
that make the community more comfortable. We have many wonderful discussions
and I’ve made a lot of friends.”

As Commanding Officer for The Young Marines, an international organization that works with less advantaged eight-18 year olds.
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Col. DuVal at a fund raiser with famed singer
Nancy Wilson.

A formal portrait.

When asked what church activity she likes most, the former
Marine, who was under artillery fire during Operation Desert
Storm, replied, “Catholic Bingo. I love that Catholic Bingo
draws hundreds of kids who are so excited they’re ready
to explode. The first time I participated, I was hoarse from
shouting and laughing.”
Col. DuVal was a Marine for 28 years – although she is quick
to point out that “I’m still a Marine. Once a Marine, always a
Marine.” She embarked upon her Marine Corps career as a
second lieutenant in 1974 when she graduated from Officer
Candidate School. During her deployment in Desert Storm in
1990, she served in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait where she was
assigned to counsel the Battalion Commander on the Law of
War, the Geneva Convention and overseeing enemy prisoners
of war. She also provided logistical support to ensure the
forward movement of her unit’s gear from Al Jubal to Akibrit in
Saudi Arabia to the Kuwaiti Airport.
“I loved my job there,” she recalls. “It was honorable work.
All of us – military and civilians - must learn to understand
cultures other than ours so we can react properly to certain
situations. My job as a Civil Affairs Officer was to teach our
Marines about the mores and customs of Arab culture so they
would respect and understand how our host nation viewed the
world.”
Col. DuVal’s faith has been present throughout her life and
came to the forefront during Desert Storm. “I had thought
about dying,” she explained, “but had never thought about
dying by violence. At one point we were being bombed at night
by the enemy. It was very disconcerting and we couldn’t even
turn on a flashlight, as the light might aid the enemy. While
digging fighting holes ( known as ‘foxholes’ by other services),
I wondered if I was literally digging my grave. ‘Dear God,’ I
prayed, ‘if I have to shoot somebody tonight please forgive me.’
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Col. DuVal outside her “office” in Al Kibrit,
Saudi Arabia.

Col. DuVal with Commanding Officer Col. Chase during her
commissioning ceremony to the rank of Lt. Colonel.

Later, as a Eucharistic minister, I found myself with my pistol
strapped to my chest as I gave the host to the troops and said
‘Body of Christ.’ I don’t think I could have made it through this
challenging time without my Catholic faith.”
Following active duty, Col. DuVal pursued a career in
finance at firms including Merrill Lynch, Anderson & Strudwick
Prudential Securities, Inc. and Raymond James and Associates,
Inc. She completed her career in the financial industry when
she retired in 2009.
Col. DuVal is a Boston native. She received a B.A. in Sociology
from Simmons College in 1972 and later her
master’s degree in Business Administration
from Wake Forest University’s Babcock
Graduate School of Management in 1974.
She also taught English as a third language
in Kenya, East Africa.
Tom Panas
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FocusOnYouth
Arizona Welcomes new JCDA Court
Members of Court St. Mark #312, Winslow,
Arizona, welcomed 30 new juniors during
the institution of Court St. Maria Goretti
#312, Winslow.. Arizona State Regent (at the
time) Susan Mone’ led the institution, which
included Mass celebrated by Court Chaplain
Rev. Jeff King and a reception for JCDA
members and their families. In the weeks
before the institution the juniors hosted a
bake sale that raised $300 to pay court dues.

Members of Court St. Maria Goretti are joined by Father King, the Arizona State
Board and other officers.

Arkansas Student Receives National Education Contest Award
Christopher Taylor of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, was awarded
third place in the National Education Essay Contest,
becoming the first entrant from Arkansas to receive
a national contest award. A recent graduate of St.
Joseph Catholic School, Christopher is now attending
Hendrix College where he plans to major in biology.
During Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Christopher
was presented with a certificate and ribbon by National
Director Mary Ann Kizer. He will also receive a check.
Front row, left to right: Mary Ann Kizer, Christopher Taylor, Rev. Frank DuPreez, pastor, St. Joseph Church and Trudy Pascale, Arkansas first
vice state regent. Back row, left to right: Gertrude Schimmel, state secretary, Connie Boutwell, regent, Court Our Lady of Victory #564, Pine
Bluff, and Gretchen Zell, chairman, local court education committee.

California Court Honors State
Contest Winners
Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help #1402, Modesto, California,
honored five winners of the 2013 California State Education
Contest. All the winners attend Central Catholic High School.
In the photo, left to right, are Leah Forester, third place, art,
division II; Adriana Avila, first place, poetry, division II and
second place national winner; Arlene Henriques, contest
chairman; and Brian Stewart, first place, essay, division III. Not
pictured are Reilly O’Brien, first place, photography, division
III and Katie Nicolini, third place, art, division III.
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FocusOnYouth
Iowa Court Awards Two
College Scholarships
For more than 20 years Court Joan of Arc #524,
Muscatine, Iowa, has awarded scholarships to high
school senior girls graduating from local high schools.
This year’s recipients were Marci Paca, left and
Mary Nietzel, who each received a $1,000 college
scholarship.

Nebraska Court Lauds
Education Essay Winner
Members of Court Our Lady of the Rosary #2511,
Omaha, Nebraska, invited Grace Morey and her mother
Sarah to their September meeting. The court wanted to
commend Grace for achieving third place in the National
Education Essay Contest. Grace’s essay, entitled “My
Life Is A Reflection of Good,” placed first in the local
and state contests. Jan Ohlinger, education chairman,
presented Grace with a $25 check. In the photo, left to
right, are Jan Ohlinger, Sarah Morey and Grace Morey.

New York Juniors
Receive Medal
Four members of JCDA Court Rita #264,
Cornwall, New York, were awarded the
“I Live My Faith” medal at St. Thomas
of Canterbury Church. In the photo, left
to right, are First Vice National Regent
Helene Shepard with juniors Norah
Wingfield, Maggie Kelly, Claire Kelly and
Francesca Moschetti, and Court Rita
Youth Adviser Karin Caufaglione.
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New York Court Announces Scholarship
Winners for 2013
Court St. Anne #866, Piermont, New York, announced its 2013 scholarship
winners. The Veronica Hickey Award of $1,000 was presented to Dalis Anne
Olson, granddaughter of court member Barbara Olson. The Marie Mayer Award
of $1,000 was given to Matthew Pollack, grandson of court member Edna Blose.
Kia Marie Nord, granddaughter of court member Eileen Lawler, was presented
with a $300 Achievement Award.
Left to right are Eileen Lawler, Barbara Olson, Dalis Anne Olson, Matthew Pollack and Edna Blose.

Oregon Court Awards Youth Scholarships
Court Our Lady of Perpetual Adoration #2481, Gervais, Oregon, presented
scholarships to two outstanding students. Laura Ruggles received $1,000
and is attending Santa Clara University in Santa Clara, Califronia, where
she is majoring in anthropology and Spanish studies. Angela Kudrna was
awarded $500 and is attending Western Oregon University in Monmouth,
Oregon. This is the third year that Court Our Lady of Perpetual Adoration
has awarded scholarships.

Laura Ruggles

Angela Kudrna

Pennsylvania Court Announces Essay Scholarship Winner
Court St. James the Greater #2180, Apollo, Pennsylvania, presented a scholarship award of $1,000 to
Daniel Antoniono at the court’s annual Priest Appreciation and Scholarship Dinner. Daniel won the court’s
essay contest on the theme, “Jesus is reflected in me.” Daniel is an RCIA sponsor, serves at Mass, works
at three food pantries and helps an elderly neighbor by cutting his lawn, emptying trash and keeping
him company. In addition to these activities, Daniel has maintained an excellent grade point average.
Daniel Antoniono

Louisiana Court Announces CDA Kid of the Year
Blake Edwards was chosen as CDA Kid of the Year for the second year by Court Msgr.
Van Der Putten #2029, Marksville, Louisiana. He was also chosen Regional CDA Kid
by the Diocese of Alexandria. Blake is 10 years old and in the fifth grade at Lafargue
Elementary School in Effie, Louisiana. He attends Religious Education at St. Joseph
Roman Catholic Church in Marksville and has been a member of the St. Joseph Youth
Bell Choir for the past two years.
Left to right are Judy Gagnard, CDA chairperson for Court Msg. Van Der Putten, Blake Edwards and Eryline Nunez, regional CDA Kid
chairperson for the Diocese of Alexandria.
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California Court Donates to Catholic School
Court La Purisima #1267, Lompoc, California, presented a check for $2,780
to La Purisima Catholic School. The funds were raised at the court’s annual
Spring Tea. The main focus of the annual tea is to raise money to help the
parish school with whatever it needs most. The school will use the donation
to purchase much-needed computers for classrooms.

Left to right, Tea Chairperson Sally
Baisa presents the check to school
Principal Laura Belluz.

For more News&Notes, please
see the new BONUS section of
our electronic edition of Share.

National Regent Visits California Convention
At the 44th California Biennial State
Convention in Torrance, California,
delegates from Court St. Raymond
#2057, Dublin, California, were pleasantly
surprised when National Regent Anne
Nelson welcomed Court St. Raymond’s
new members. In the photo, first row, left
to right, are Jean Boutte, Anita Dennis,
Carmel Karrick, Anne Nelson, Tess
Chiampas and Florida Delaney. Second
row, left to right, are Sylvia San Miguel
and Barbara Bowers.

New York Court
Receives 11
New Members
Court St. Mark #2311, Ridge, New
York, welcomed 11 new members
with a ceremonial Mass celebrated
by Court Chaplain Msgr. Jeffrey
Madley, followed by a luncheon
meeting. In the photo with Msgr.
Madley are New York State and
court officers, new members and
guests.
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Iowa Court Celebrates Christmas in July
Though the Christmas holiday is recent to most of us, Court St. Anthony
#330, Council Bluffs, Iowa, celebrated Christmas last July. “Christmas in
July” was the theme of the court’s annual salad luncheon fund-raiser
held at St. Peter’s Church Social Hall. Each member who prepared a
salad wrote a recipe for the salad, which became part of a recipe book
that was sold for $5. Fifty recipe books were prepared and all were sold.
The annual luncheon is open to all Catholic parishes in Council Bluffs.
Treasurer Jan Roth collects tickets to the
Christmas in July salad luncheon fundraiser.

Annual Mass Held by
Louisiana Court
Court Sacré Coeur #2572, Baldwin, Louisiana,
held its annual Mass at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Catholic Church in Baldwin on the Feast Day
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Court Chaplain Rev. Gregory P. Cormier
celebrated Mass and the court performed
the dedication ceremony to the Blessed
Mother before closing prayer. All members
participated in the Memorare.
Court members gather after Mass around Rev. Cormier, seated; immediately to his left is Regent Bernice M. Broussard and on his right is Financial
Secretary Ella J. Bertrand.

Louisiana Court Cruises the
Mississippi River
Members of Court Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal #2165, Algiers, Louisiana, cruised along the
Mississippi River on the Steamboat Natchez. In the
photo, Regent Susan Nielsen, front row right, and
Past Regent Lisa Brown, front row left, are joined
by court members and guests.
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Louisiana Court
Installs New
State Chaplain
Rev. Charles McMillin, Louisiana’s
new state chaplain, was installed by
Louisiana State Regent Ellen Corbello
at the Diocese of Lake Charles’
Regents Luncheon/Workshop. Court
Mother Cabrini #1468, Jennings,
hosted the event. In the photo, left to
right, are Louisiana Second Vice State Regent Barbara Michael, State Regent Ellen Corbello, Father McMillin, National
Director Ruth Guidry, First Vice State Regent Pat Myers and State Treasurer Dawn Fortenberry. Father McMillin is also
court chaplain for Court Mother Cabrini.

Massachusetts Court Hosts Navy
Speaker at Dinner
At the annual Harvest Dinner hosted by Court St. Joseph
#1475, Medway, Massachusetts, attendees were treated to a
presentation by Navy Petty Officer, Second Class, Christine
Henault of Medway. Petty Officer Henault spent the year 2011
at Camp Eggers in Kabul, Afghanistan, and created a visual
program of the highlights of her time there. At the end of her
program, she presented to Regent Jean Rousseau an American
flag that had hung at Camp Eggers.
Left to right are, Regent Jean Rousseau, Christine Henault, Court St. Joseph District Deputy, Past National Regent M. Joan McKenna and
Court Chaplain Msgr. Timothy J. Moran.

New Mexico
Announces
Newest Court
On August 3, 2013, Court Saint
Alice #2666, Mountainair, New
Mexico, was instituted. In the
photo, new court members are
pictured with New Mexico state
officers and Past State Regent
Agneda Casaus.
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New York Court Holds Birthright Baby
Shower at Meeting
Court St. Francis Cabrini #2438, Coram, New York, held its Eighth Annual
Birthright baby shower during the court’s May meeting. Birthright is
a non-profit organization that offers love, friendship and support to
women who are pregnant or think they may be pregnant, helping them
make a realistic plan for their future. In the photo, Elaine Korb, director
of Birthright of Nassau-Suffolk, receives a court donation of $350 from
Regent Ann Bayard, who said, “It is our pleasure to host a baby shower with items that will be distributed to women in need.”

New York Court
Visits Fatima
Shrine
Court Chautauqua #2639,
Fredonia, New York, sponsored
a bus trip to Our Lady of Fatima
Shrine in Lewiston, New York.
People from area churches, as
well as members of Court St.
Gertrude #92, Jamestown, New
York, joined Court Chautauqua.
Participants celebrated the Feast
of the Assumption at Mass and
toured the outdoor Rosary, Stations of the Cross and Row of Saints. Everyone also enjoyed the gift shop and cafeteria.

New Court Instituted in Texas
Court Daughters of the Holy Family
#2665, Victoria, Texas, was instituted
at the Holy Family of Joseph, Mary
and Jesus Parish with 168 charter
members. Mass, celebrated by Pastor
and Court Chaplain Rev. Robert
Knippenberg, was followed by lunch
and the election of officers.

Left to right are Financial Secretary Sharon Mathiews, Vice Regent Barbara Respondek, Regent JoAnn Bleier, Father Knippenberg,
Recording Secretary Jo Chanek and Treasurer Rosalie Phillips.
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Mass for Deceased Members Hosted by New York Court

National and state officers, past and present, and members of Court Saint Bernard join Bishop
LaValley after Mass.

Court Saint Bernard #787, Saranac
Lake, New York, hosted the Diocese
of Ogdensburg Past Regents Chapter
Annual Mass for Deceased Members and
Luncheon. At the conclusion of Mass, New
York State Regent Mary Zeisig presented
a check for $2,000 to Most Rev. Terry
LaValley, bishop of Ogdensburg, New
York, to support seminarians within
the diocese. First Vice National Regent
Helene Shepard and Past State Regent
Penny Martin addressed the group, and
a short business meeting followed.

Texas Court Sews Clothing for
Nigerian Villagers
Ask a member of Court St. John the Baptist #2073, Alvin,
Texas, how her summer was and she will tell you, “sew,
sew.” Throughout the summer members met to sew pillow
case dresses and shorts for the children of the Nigerian
village to which Rev. David Bridling ministers. Father David
is the “adopted” son of court member Jeannette Reed.
In addition to working on the sewing project, members
enjoyed good food and fellowship and are already looking
forward to a repeat performance next year.

Texas Court Holds Prayer Blanket Blessing

Court members gather with Father Kahlich and the prayer blankets they sewed.

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Court Queen of the Holy Rosary #2282, La
Grange, Texas, held a Prayer Blanket Blessing
Ceremony. Court Chaplain Father Dan Kahlich
blessed 45 prayer blankets which were sewn by
court members during the summer. They will be
given to individuals with serious illnesses. A court
meeting followed, during which plans were made
for participation in Rosary for Life and a Million
Rosaries for the Unborn. A program on women’s
health issues was presented by court member and
nurse Donna Rebecek.
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Missionary Contemplative
Religious Addresses Iowa Court

For more PEOPLE,
please see the new
BONUS section
of our electronic
edition of Share.

Sister Marie Hesed, SOLT (Society of Our Lady of the
Most Holy Trinity), was guest speaker at the August
monthly meeting of Court St. Rose of Lima #6, Carroll,
Iowa. Sister Marie spoke of her missionary experiences
with the Missionaries of Charity Contemplatives founded
by Mother Teresa, whom she met in 1976 and began
working with in the South Bronx section of New York
City. Sister Marie is presently involved in building a home
for priests, nuns, missionaries and fellow Christians. In
Sister Marie speaks at the court’s monthly meeting.
attendance were 76 Catholic Daughters and guests from
Court St. Rose of Lima, Court Sacred Heart #454, Templeton, and Court Our Lady of Fatima #1492, Manning.

Massachusetts Catholic
Daughters Celebrate Together

Left to right are Joyce Ann Fleming, national director and past Massachusetts
state regent; Nancy Meehan, state treasurer, and regent, Court St. Bernadette
#2410, Framingham: Judith Shooter, state regent; Patricia Abruzese Johnston,
second vice state regent; Patricia McShane, state secretary; and Helene Shepard,
first vice national regent.

On a beautiful September Sunday Massachusetts
Catholic Daughters gathered for Mass at St. Mary of
the Annunciation Church in Danvers, Massachusetts,
the home parish of Massachusetts State Regent
Judith Shooter. Mass was con-celebrated by State
Chaplain Rev. William Salmon and Rev. Gerard
Dorgan, longtime pastor at St. Mary’s. During Mass
newly-elected State Secretary Patricia McShane,
who was unable to attend the Massachusetts State
Convention, was installed. Approximately 100
Catholic Daughters attended.

New York Court Honors
Newly-Ordained Bishop
Members of Court Immaculata #444, Mineola, New York,
congratulated Past Court Chaplain Msgr. Robert J. Coyle
on his elevation to bishop and extended their best wishes
to him on his new assignment as Auxiliary Bishop for the
Archdiocese for the Military Services, United States.
Left to right are Pat O’Keefe, Kathleen Gibbons, Catherine
Leonard, Bishop Coyle, Regent Patsy Gavin and Rita Ring.

40

Share Magazine • Winter 2013-2014

People
Pennsylvania Honors State Regent
Courts of the Philadelphia Archdiocese held a banquet for Pennsylvania State
Regent Margaret “Peggy” Guckin at Romano’s Catering in Philadelphia. The
luncheon began with prayers by State Chaplain Rev. Timothy O’Sullivan for an
end to the suffering in Syria and peace throughout the world. Regents from the 11
courts participated in a ceremony of congratulations and Guckin told the audience
how honored she was to take on the role of state regent and the need to boost
membership for all courts in the region. The luncheon concluded with a prayer by
Diocesan Chairwoman Marleen Duley and a blessing by Father O’Sullivan.
Peggy Guckin, seated, is joined by Michelle Russo,
recording secretary for Court St. Mark #1097, Bristol, Pennsylvania.

Texas Court Honors Court Chaplain’s Jubilee
Court Our Lady of Mt. Carmel #1993, Edinburg,
Texas, celebrated the 25th Jubilee of the
ordination of Court Chaplain Rev. Robert Charlton,
SS.CC (Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of
Jesus and Mary). The celebration started with
Mass and concluded with a dinner reception. In
the photo are court members who provided and
served anniversary cake for the celebration.
Seated are Father Charlton and his mother. Standing, left to right, are Ester Salas, Rosa Hinojosa, Cristela Diaz, Rosa Rodriguez,
Financial Secretary Sylvia Requenez, Mary Landeros, Second Vice State Regent Rosie Stockwell, Aurora Rios, Regent Ita Pena, Nilda Garza,
Vice-Regent Cindy Guerra, Veronica Estrada and Tere DeJesus.

Texas Memorializes Three Past Regents
At the Texas Organization Meeting in San Antonio the
contributions of three past Texas state regents who dedicated
their lives to Catholic Daughters were acknowledged. Those
honored were Eleanor Treanor, Houston, 1980–1984; Margaret
Cutbirth, Crosby, 1986-1988; and Dolly Pena, Laredo, 1992–
1994, also national director from 1996-2000. Each dedicated
her life to the CDA and helped lay the foundation for Texas
Catholic Daughters.
Left to right, are Libby Ramirez, past national regent and past state regent; Duchess Collins, past national director and past state regent;
Dee Scheetz, past state regent; Olga Samaniego, past national director and past state regent, now second vice national regent; Carolyn
Bachmann, past state regent; Sheila Martinka, past state regent and Carolyn Malik, past state regent.
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Illinois Court Celebrates 90 Years
Court Du Quoin #795, Du Quoin, Illinois, commemorated its 90th anniversary with a special Mass at Sacred Heart Church. Court
officers selected special hymns and court members sang in the choir, served as lectors, Eucharistic gift bearers and extraordinary
ministers. Following Mass a reception was held for members, spouses and invited guests; sandwiches, finger food and cakes
decorated with the CDA logo were served. Court members were recognized in presentations at the reception, including a
65-year membership pin for Geraldine Kowzan, the court’s oldest living member.

Court members gather with Celebrant Rev. Nick Junker following Mass.

Louisiana Court Celebrates 65th Anniversary
Members of Court Mother Cabrini #1468, Jennings, Louisiana, celebrated their 65th anniversary during the annual Knights
of Columbus Council #2012 and Catholic Daughters of the Americas banquet held at St. Mary’s Center in Jennings. The
banquet theme was “Deepen Your Faith,” in conjunction with the “Year of Faith.” Among the dignitaries at the banquet
were, from left to right, Louisiana Second Vice State Regent Pat Myers, First Vice State Regent Ellen Corbello, Daughter of
the Year Judy Duhon, Worker of
the Year Barbara Lantz, National
Director Ruth Guidry, Regent
Janet Doucet and State Regent
Joyce Stein.
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Sixty Years of Catholic Daughter
Service for Louisiana Court
Court Madonna #1626, Kenner, Louisiana, celebrated its
60th anniversary with a Mass and potluck dinner. During
Mass, Celebrant Rev. Richard Miles, pastor of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help in Kenner, awarded five, 10, 15 and 35
year pins to court members. Some of the recipients are
pictured, including, front row, left to right, Paulette West,
Dolores Plaia, Gloria Low and Financial Secretary Bernie
Renton. Middle row: Jackie Gegg, Mary Kirchem, Vice
Regent Fay Champagne and Regent Dorothy Duncan. Back row: Nuella Thomas, Father Miles and Tori Ferris.

Louisiana Court
Celebrates
84th Anniversary
During the 84th anniversary celebration
of Court Massabielle #1134, Morgan City,
Louisiana, membership pins were given
to, left to right, Marion Jones, 25 years
(perfect attendance); Tena Grizzaffi, 60
years; Monica Arnie, 60 years; Carolyn
Watson, 50 years; and Beverly Hammer, 60 years. Shown among the awardees is Rev. Greg Fratt, chaplain.

Texas Court Gives
Service Awards at
65th Anniversary
Pictured at the 65th anniversary
celebration of Court Holy Rosary
#1476, Rosenberg, Texas, are, left to
right, Rose Pederson, regent; Shirley
Stavinohoa, 60 years; Adelle Anders,
61 years; Isabel Sulak, 63 years; Lydia
Mahlman, 64 years and Lydia Eicher
(charter member), 65 years. State
officers attending were Peggy Rosales,
Texas state regent (center, back) and
Rebecca Brown, state treasurer.
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
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BookCorner
Among Friends:
Stories from the Journey
By Father Jim Sichko
With Chas Allen and Jonathan Ryan
(Premier Digital Publishing, 2013)
Reviewed by Peggy Eastman

T

he author of this book is court chaplain for Court St. Anne #2568 in
Richmond, Kentucky, and how lucky the members are to have him. As the
book quickly reveals, this is not a priest on a pedestal, but a very human,
honest, approachable person more than willing to share his own shortcomings
and disappointments. He tells us that – as an overscheduled priest – he has
been pulled over on a number of occasions for driving too fast, for example. As a
window into the daily life of a parish priest, this book is a treat: full of down-toearth stories, pathos and humor.
Father Sichko calls the book his “Midrash,” a word used for the reflections and stories of Jewish rabbis on the Old
Testament. A Midrash was intended by the rabbis to bring deeper meaning to the Hebrew Scriptures. Father Sichko
is a priest of the Diocese of Lexington, Kentucky; gifted with a fine singing voice, he was trained at the New England
Conservatory of Music in vocal performance and could have become a professional singer. He also received a Maser of
Divinity degree from Sacred Heart School of Theology.
The book starts off with “Booted,” Father Sichko’s painfully honest account of being asked to leave the Louisiana
seminary he was attending. I found this part very troubling – because he was doing well in his studies and was given no
reason for dismissal. For a Christian Catholic institution to dismiss a seminary student without due process seems cruel.
And here we learn about Father Sichko’s strength of faith: he did not give up his dream of being a priest. “I felt betrayed by
the church I loved. I gave my life for her and she slapped me in the face,” he writes.
But, after a period of reflection and much prayer, he realized that he served the living Lord, not an institution. He
applied to continue his priesthood studies to the Bishop of Lexington, Kentucky, and was accepted under a one-year trial
period. The bishop sent him to the Sacred Heart Seminary in Hales Corner, Wisconsin, and today Father Jim serves God as
a parish priest and motivational speaker. He has made his peace with his initial dismissal from seminary, believing that it
was because his superiors feared that – as a musical performer – he did not have the true humility necessary to be a priest.
This is a man of creativity and imagination. Sent to St. Mark Catholic Church in Richmond 10 years ago, Father Sichko
arrived to find the Kentucky church mired in a huge debt. He came up with the idea of hosting a celebrity fund-raising
event (with part of the proceeds going to a local charity) – an audacious idea for his parish. But, through persuasion and
what had to be his own personal charm, Father Sichko was able to attract TV star Regis Philbin to St. Mark as his first
celebrity. The annual fund-raising tradition continued, and Father Sichko has attracted the likes of Laura Bush, Dolly
Parton, Natalie Cole, Bill Cosby and Donny Osmond.
This book is dedicated to Father Sichko’s mother, Marie C. Sichko, and to those he is called to serve. Clearly, Father
Sichko grew up in a family of strong Catholic faith. As he writes, “People of faith accept the trials that come their way. They
don’t run from God, but to God.” By sharing stories from his life so generously, Father Sichko shows us what running to
God really means.
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News&Notes
California Court Supports
Catholic Orphanage
Court St. Michael #1633, Los Angeles, California,
voted to support Maryvale, a Catholic orphanage
in Rosemead, California. Established in 1856, it is a
beautiful, nurturing, educational environment for
girls who have suffered from a variety of unfortunate
circumstances. In the photo, Shelly Tucker, AdoptA-Child chairman, stands with Paul Pulver,
Maryvale’s vice president of Communications and
Development.

People
A Poem for Catholic Daughters
After National Regent Anne Nelson attended the Louisiana Biennial State
Convention, Past Louisiana State Regent Alice Tassin wrote a letter thanking
her for attending, adding, “It is because of my love for our wonderful group
of women who are bound together by love and compassion for others that I
was inspired to write a poem about the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.”
Alice has been a member of Court Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha #2331, Denham
Springs, Louisiana, since 1995.

Women of Faith
It began in 1903
The voices of women soon to be heard.
Promoting their motto of “Unity and Charity.”
From all walks of life these women came,
Sharing a common bond,
Sharing one name.
We are women of faith,
True to our cause.
Sisters in Christ, one and all.
We stand together with hands entwined,
Guided by Mary’s and God’s love divine.

B2

We look to the future
with hope and trust,
Our endeavors are pure
and rightly just.
God bless the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas.
We are women of faith.
Come join with us and you will soon see,
How we live our motto of “Unity and Charity.”
		

—By Alice Tassin

Share Magazine • Winter 2013-2014

People
California Court Recognizes Law Enforcers
Court St. John #2526, Fresno, California, celebrated its
first annual Blue Mass at St. John’s Cathedral in Fresno.
The special Mass was held to honor local law enforcement,
including the Fresno Police Department, Fresno County
Sherriff’s Department, First Responders and Fresno
Firefighters. Most Rev. Bishop Armando Ochoa, bishop
of Fresno, was principal celebrant. Members of Court St.
John and Knights of Columbus Bishop John T. Steinbock
Council #9525 collaborated to prepare luncheon.
Seated, left to right, are Officer Pete Marcus, Fresno Police Department; Rev. Sal Gonzalez, pastor, St. John’s Cathedral; and Msgr. Patrick
McCormick of Merced, California. Standing, left to right, are Catholic Daughters Mary Harguindeguy and Treasurer Maria Lara; Knights of
Columbus Grand Knight Martin Harguindeguy, Bishop Ochoa, and Knights of Columbus members John Harker and Ed Navarro.

Pennsylvania Catholic Daughter Celebrates
Milestone Birthday
Mary Colench, a 63-year member of Court Saint Theresa #562, Blairsville, Pennsylvania,
celebrated her 100th birthday with her daughters, Patricia Halmes and Marilyn Zubalik,
both of whom are 50-year members. Mary remains an active member of the court.

Mary Colench

Texas Court Gives Gift to
Newly-Ordained Priest
Court St. Monica #1262, Olfen, Texas,
presented a chalice carrying case to
newly-ordained Rev. Sam Matthiesen. The
presentation was made following his first
Mass on June 23, 2013, at St. Boniface Church.
Father Matthiesen is a native of Olfen. During
his years in the seminary Court St. Monica
sent him a monthly stipend to help with his
expenses.
Father Matthiesen stands with the gift of his chalice carrying case as court members look on.
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