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Na tional Ch apl ai n’s Message
Bishop R. Wal ke r N i c k l ess

D

remain supple, by not clinging to fear, hatred,
EAR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS,
or resentment. This, too, is a gift from God,
Our loving Father in Heaven is
and a great grace indeed.
the source of all blessings and all
We can, therefore, daily celebrate all these
good things. He made the world to be good,
gifts, these spiritual and material blessings and
and that goodness sustains us in body and
graces, by recognizing and imitating the divine
soul and leads us to Him. The blessings and
love which is their source. We celebrate in our
goodness of life which we experience daily
faith, when we pursue the holiness to which
are signs of His love.
Most Reverend
Christ calls us as adopted daughters of the
As St. Hilarius of Poitiers said, “If there is
R. Walker Nickless
Father. Each day, in hope, we recognize our
a gift, there must be a Giver.” God is indeed
Bishop of Sioux City
utter dependence on God, and all the ways
a most generous Giver. He pours out these
National Chaplain
that He sustains us and prepares us for eternal
blessings upon us in the greatest profusion –
life with Him in Heaven. Each day, in prayer, we thank God
life itself, our remarkable peace and security in this country,
for all these gifts, and we intercede for those who are in need
health and access to health care, bountiful food, family and
of anything. Each day, in love, we look for opportunities to
friends, work and leisure, talents and opportunities to use
serve others, even in the simplest of ways – a smile, a kind
them for our enjoyment and the benefit of others, and
word, a helping hand cheerfully offered.
above all the great spiritual gifts of faith, hope, and love. So
We celebrate these blessings in our vocations also. For
many wonderful gifts He gives us!
most of us, this means marriage and family life. Each day,
That suffering also exists in this life is no contradiction
we accept anew the gift that our family is, and generously
of God’s love. Even suffering, along with the limited nature
strive to love and serve them, giving “all that we have.” Our
of all physical gifts, points to the infinite goodness of God,
gratitude and our love grow together. And even though
and His plan to bring us to our true home in Heaven. As
neither we nor our family members are perfect, we make
St. Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless, until they rest
room for each other with mutual forgiveness. Just as God
in you, O, God.” We are meant to appreciate and enjoy all
is patient with our sins, and forgives us while calling us to
these good things in this life, but not to lose ourselves in
repentance and new life, so too we can be patient with each
them. These creatures, good as they are, are not our true
other, forgiving and renewing as often as necessary.
end. They cannot fill us, and we become most unhappy
We celebrate these blessings as Catholic Daughters,
when we attempt to be filled by them. Only God truly fills
coming together as a vibrant community, rich in faith and
us, because only God is truly Love.
charity, to support each other and to do generous good
Our response, then, to this profusion of the Father’s love
works. Recall Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth. By
must be gratitude and an equal generosity. As St. Peter
being together, they “magnified the Lord,” not only for
taught from the example of Christ, “Before all things, have
themselves and their children, but also for us, who still pray
constant mutual charity among yourselves, for charity
the words they prayed, and imitate them in holiness. As
covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another,
Catholic Daughters, we can “magnify” the blessings God
without murmuring. As each one has received, so give the
lovingly gives us, as we share them with each other and use
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold
them to serve all those in need.
grace of God” (1 Peter 4:8-10). Our love for one another is,
We are, indeed, so very blessed in this life, and by
in a sense, the measure of our love for God.
imitating Christ and the saints, we can look forward in faith,
Consider, again, the story of the “widow’s’ mite” (Lk
hope, and love to the culmination of every blessing in the
21:1-4). It is easy to give out of our surplus, just as it is easy
eternal life to come. Please pray for me, and for each other,
to love those who love us. It is much harder – but Christ
just as I pray daily for all of you, that we, and every child of
calls us to this perfection – to give “all that we have,” as
God, may grow in gratitude and generosity and holiness.
the poor widow did, just as it is much harder to love those
who do not love us, but annoy and irritate us, or even harm
Your brother in Christ,
us. God, of course, does not wish our harm, and we can
Most Reverend R. Walker Nickless
and should take all necessary steps to protect ourselves,
Bishop of Sioux City
according to the virtues of prudence and justice. But to
National Chaplain
imitate God even in such difficulties, our hearts should
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AbouttheCover
The theme of this Spring issue of SHARE is
“Celebrating Our Blessings With Love.” We
are surrounded by a plentitude of blessings in
our lives, even though we sometimes seem to
be living in dark and confusing times. Family,
friends, sunny and rainy skies, the air we
breathe to name a few -- and of course the
recent possibility that Roe v. Wade may be
overturned. But foremost among them is our
Catholic faith and God’s love. In the stories to
follow you will find many blessings – large and
small – celebrated with love.
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Nationa l Re ge nt’s Message
Na tional Re ge nt Sh e rr y N i l l es

M

Y DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST,
My term as National Regent
is coming to an end. I enjoyed
every minute of this fantastic journey.
Each of you as a member of Catholic
Daughters has been a joy and delight.
Even with the many challenges of the
past two years, every court has made
adjustments in their meetings and moved
forward to make the best even better.
Sherry Nilles
National Regent
When we can finally meet in person, how
thankful we will be!
The theme of this term and also the theme for the 59th Biennial
National Convention “Let all you do be done with love.” (1Cor
16:14) has served very well as a reminder of how we should
willingly accept our journey through life. This love is not a
romantic love, but a true and complete love of God and acceptance
of our neighbor. Without love for our neighbor, this world would
be hurting. Without innovative women, this world would be
stagnant and never changing. Without women who dare to take a
chance, this world would be dull and never move forward. Without
women willingly accepting all the problems of Covid and making
the necessary changes, our beloved Catholic Daughters could not
survive and remain alive and active.
Love helped change our ways of doing many things. Using
technology made meetings, workshops and even state conventions
possible. That was a change in our life! There is an old saying that
I quote many times. “The only one who really likes a change is a
wet baby.” Although I fought change, using Zoom did force me to
accept changes. I learned to use a new tool that allowed us to meet
face-to-face, have necessary discussions and keep moving ahead.
Change is necessary and can be good!
Our vision and our purpose in this life is to love one another as
God loves us. A priority should be to love all, therefore representing
Jesus to everyone we meet. As Catholic Daughters how do we do
this? By following the first and greatest commandment, “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind.” The second
commandment completes the explanation “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love is always willing to help. Love is free. The only cost
is that we truly open our heart and mind to Jesus and allow Him to
lead us without reservation on this journey of life.
May God continue to bless us, everyone!
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Self-Care
A

s we enter into a time when Covid-19 is dwindling,
the sun is beginning to shine, and we start packing
our bags for our National Convention in Puerto Rico,
I would like to encourage all of my Catholic Daughter sisters
to join me in some spring cleaning. Not the typical “cleaning
out our closets and attics,” but the spring cleaning for our
bodies and souls.
If you’re like me, Covid has taken its toll emotionally,
physically, and spiritually. The past two years have no
doubt created separation from loved ones, and a departure
from the feeling of security. This has wreaked havoc on our
emotional and mental health, and this has impeded how we
care for our bodies - the temple of the Holy Spirit!
For many of us, we’ve been brought up and raised to
practice self-mortification and denial of things that may
seem too lavish or extravagant. Let me tell you one thing:
caring for yourself, the body and mind which God gave you,
is one responsibility that we cannot push aside. I’m going
to give you five easy ways that you can utilize self-care
practices to give you an opportunity to focus on yourself
(as strange as it may feel).
Relaxing bath - it’s an oldie but a goodie - get some
Epsom salt, bubble bath, a bath bomb, or some candles
and just soak and enjoy. Turn on some prayerful music and
take some time to reflect on how God created you for a life
of abundant love - especially for you.
Go for morning or evening walks - get your heart rate
elevated and experience an endorphin rush. Endorphins
naturally relieve pain and increase a feeling of goodness
and well-being. Not able to go for a walk? Find a nice bench
to sit on and enjoy the sunshine. Absorb some vitamin D
and meet some new people!
Treat yourself - what’s your favorite dessert? As long as
you’re medically able to consume it (without any diabetic
or allergen-fueled repercussions), make sure you give
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Emily Guilherme
National Regent-Elect
2022 Convention Chair

yourself a chance to indulge just a little bit - the dopamine
your brain releases will give you a sense of enjoyment and
help you feel just a little bit happier.
Go to the movies - when’s the last time you went to see
a movie by yourself and just relaxed in the air conditioning
and watched something silly or sweet? There’s a sort of
peace in sitting in the dark and disconnecting. Choose
to watch something that will bring you joy and help you
unwind.
Get that bloodwork done - sometimes avoiding the
doctor and any possible medical complications can lead to
bigger medical issues. Getting a basic blood panel done can
either give you peace of mind that there aren’t any medical
issues, or help you and your provider develop an action
plan to get you healthy. Remember - God wants us happy,
holy, and healthy. Avoiding a diagnosis doesn’t bring us
health - it simply pulls blinders over our eyes. We need to
be brave and bold. Get those blood tests done.
Get a spiritual director - find a diocesan or order verified
and certified spiritual director. Their ministry will help you
know where God is calling you to grow and will help you
become more attuned to the Holy Spirit.
Encounter Christ in the sacraments - we can receive
two sacraments daily - reconciliation and the Eucharist.
Make sure you are setting time aside to attend daily mass,
adoration, and go to confession at least once a month.
There are many different ways we can care for our bodies
and help not just ourselves, but all those around us. In an
airplane safety demonstration, we have to put our own
oxygen mask on before we can help others around us. In
the same way, we have to take care of ourselves first before
we can adequately care for others.
God bless and keep you dear sisters, until next time!
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Celebrating Our Blessings
Susan Moné
First Vice National Regent

A

s I excitedly look forward to our 59th Biennial
National Convention in San Juan, I can’t help but
look back over the 4 years since we had our National
Convention in Sioux Falls, SD. Of course, the past two
pandemic years have taken the front line for all of us. It was
surreal for sure to say the least! We lived our lives like never
before and beyond anything we could have imagined. There
were many negatives we had to deal with, but the past two
years also held a multitude of blessings when we looked
for them. My mantra was to live in faith and not fear while
taking the necessary precautions because I knew God was
in charge all along! When God brings us to it, He brings us
through it.
Being an officer on the National Board certainly had its
share of new challenges, too. We all had to look outside the
box and be creative to accomplish our goals. The usual trips
to the states I supervised were replaced with zoom meetings,
a technology many of us had to tackle learning. Financial
reviews, National and State Board meetings were held sitting
comfortably at a table at home. The National Board had so
many different logistics to balance as we were planning for our
2020 National Convention that “almost happened.”
Like so many of you who have attended conventions,
I used to cringe when those dreaded bylaws were being
presented, and then I served on the bylaw committee for
the past two years. I gained a new appreciation of the
purpose and need of having bylaws for our organization
so everyone is on the same track. God puts us where He
wants us in our lives, and so I feel that it was a blessing to
have the opportunity to develop and revise our CDA bylaws
to keep our organization operating smoothly. Thank you,
Sherry, for this assignment on your National Board.
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with Love

My first term as a National Director gave me the blessing
of finally going to New York City and walking the halls of
our Grand Ole Lady. And she truly is Grand! And so, I was
honored to be asked to take charge of the 1903 Society
and the Windows of Opportunity. I continue to enjoy every
chance to spend time at 10 W. 71st Street. The 1903 Society
serves as a wonderful insurance of having the necessary
money to always keep The Grand Ole Lady GRAND. The 1903
Society and Windows of Opportunity also gives all of us
the means to take an active part in maintaining her beauty
while honoring or remembering others with a membership.
The 1903 Society and Windows of Opportunity is a win-win
for all.
The other assignment I was asked to handle by Sherry
was CDA charter requests. I enjoyed handling the charters,
especially when there was a request for a charter for a
NEW court. It gave me hope that we can still grow, even
during a pandemic. The other blessings I enjoyed were
charter requests for replacement charters for courts that
are 70, 80, 90 and 100+ years old and still going strong and
wishing to honor their roots. They are true blessings to the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas and the blessings of the
women who planted the seeds from which we have grown
for 119 years.
My duties as the First Vice National Regent have blessed
me with new knowledge, understanding, love for Catholic
Daughters and many Catholic Daughter sisters. I am
thankful for all the Catholic Daughters of the Americas for
the blessings of your friendship and prayers, and I offer a
special Thank You, Lord, for all the blessings that I have
received in forty-five years as a member of the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas.

LEADERSHIP
A Leadership Journey

Served with Love and Skills
Essie Walker
Second Vice National Regent
National Leadership Chairman

I

n taking inventory of myself, I have shared valuable
information in the articles written for the Quarterly
as well as SHARE Magazine. My articles for SHARE
Magazine and the Quarterly are intended to be detailed
and informative. The information shared could be used for
seasoned leaders, those new to leadership, and those who
are considering taking on a leadership role.
The assignment of the National Leadership Chairperson
has given me the opportunity to explore different tools and
avenues of good leadership. Being the chairperson has not
only taught me how to be a better leader but also a better
follower. We sometimes forget that in order to be a leader,
we should also know how to follow.
It is important to remember that a good leader is one who
serves others, remains focused, and appreciates being a
leader. Just as a pie needs an assortment of ingredients,
leadership needs a variety of skills. Certain skills and a
portion of love are needed at all times. We say, “do it with
love, just in a slightly different way.”
As a reminder, let us take a moment to recap a few of
the important tools needed to perform in our everyday
leadership role.
• Prayer…Prayer keeps us in tune with God.
• O pen Communication …Encourage members to
communicate openly and honestly.

• U nderstand those you serve…Respect members’
differences.
• Offer constructive feedback…Constructive feedback is
guidance that will help members to achieve positive
results.
• Refrain from being judgmental…Never judge unless you
have walked in the other person’s shoes.
• Maintain active listening skills…Hear the message
clearly.
• Know and understand members...Do not be afraid to
reach out to members.
• Show compassion and discretion…Be private when
members confide in us.
• Be willing to learn from others…Keep an open mind. No
one knows everything.
Remember, the way we treat our members is just as
important as how we lead them. There are so many ways
to implement love into our leadership role. Just by saying a
simple thank you is an example of implementing love. Thank
you for your time, talents and for all you do for CDA!
One more thing, remember, it is not what we say; it is how
we say it!
“Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their
echoes are truly endless.” St. Mother Teresa
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If you want to
walk on water,

you have to get
out of the boat.
Connie Dronette
National Secretary/Treasurer
National Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

If you want to walk on water, you have to get out of the boat!
Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against
it. During the fourth watch of the night, he came toward them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to
them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Matthew 14:25-27.

M

editating on this scripture again reminds me
of a terrific book I read about twenty years ago,
If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get
Out of the Boat, by John Ortberg. The book caused me to
consider how I was responding to Jesus when he called me.
You might enjoy reading it.
I have always loved to hear Matthew tell the story of Jesus
walking on the water. I have heard it so many times, but this
time the words just seemed to jump from the page right into
my heart. I love to imagine Jesus as He walked along the
shore, teaching His disciples, calming the sea, even walking
on the water. The sea was central to their lives, and Jesus
met them there. As I read, I feel the sand between my toes
and the water that tickles my toes. Suddenly, memories
from my first encounter with the sea (actually, it was a lake)
come rushing back.
It was still dark outside when my mom came into the
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bedroom to wake my twin sister Donnie and me. She said
that it was time to get up and get ready cause Daddy was
in a hurry, and he would not wait long before leaving for Big
Lake. We jumped up and were ready to go in record time. My
mom and dad were taking us on our first boat ride on dad’s
shrimp boat. Actually, we had been in that boat many times.
The boat was stored in our double car garage (we only had
one car) so Donnie and I would sneak in the boat and play
Barbies. But this time was different, and we were so excited.
Dad put the boat into the water a few minutes before
dawn. Donnie and I curled up and fell asleep in a little spot
where the life jackets were stored. The boat was swaying
in the wind when we awoke. We went up on the deck to
eat breakfast. Mom had bought a box of Little Debbie’s for
breakfast, and we each had two with a glass of Kool-Aid.
That made the day even more special since we usually ate
toast and eggs every morning. Dad was busy pulling up the

nets and mom was heading the shrimp. Donnie and I went
to the front of the boat to look for whales. We had no idea
that whales didn’t live in lakes; we were only five years old.
For lunch, we ate peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and
finished off the box of Little Debbie’s. Mom and dad were
excited because the shrimp were running. We really didn’t
understand how the shrimp could run, but mom and dad
seemed happy about it. Without any snacks left and no
whales to watch, we started to whine that we wanted to go
home. When dad had enough of our whining, he relented
and headed for the boat launch. It was an exciting day for
us, but dad said that it would be our last shrimping trip. I
guess we shouldn’t have whined so much!
The memories of my first boating adventure make me
smile. I remember how strong dad was as he was pulling
in the net. I thought my dad could do anything, even walk
on water. I remember how hard mom worked to head the
shrimp. I remember how my parents worked together and
seemed so comfortable on the water.
Jesus and his disciples spent much time on the shore and
on the water. He knew that his disciples were comfortable
there. They worked hard pulling in their nets. He taught
them many things using the sea and their experiences with
it. Jesus met them where they were. He meets us where we
are if we let him.
The phrase, “He can walk on water” is still used two
thousand years after Jesus walked through the storm. It
© BlueSkyCards.com
is used to express a person’s ability to do anything. Earlier
the same day, the disciples had witnessed Jesus feed five
thousand people with two loaves of bread and five fish.
Then Jesus sent them off in the boat, leaving Him to pray.
At this point, they probably thought that He could do just
about anything.
But now they are in a boat in the middle of a storm. They
are all drenched and exhausted from trying to keep their
boat from sinking. Scripture tells us that during the fourth
watch of the night (between 3:00 AM and 6:00 AM) they
see what they think is a ghost walking on the water toward
them. Can you imagine their fear? Jesus calls out to them
and says, “Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid.” He knows
that they will make the connection to God when he uses the
words, “It is I.” They know that God is the only one who can
walk on the water and calm the sea.
Then Peter does something that the other disciples must
think only Peter would do, he gets out of the boat. Peter
said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got out of
the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But
when he saw how [strong] the wind was he became
frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord,

save me!” Matthew 14:28-30. Notice how Peter waits for
Jesus to call him before he gets out of the boat. He is doing
it; Peter is actually walking on the water! I wonder what the
others are thinking. Some were probably thinking he was a
fool. Things are going great until Peter hears the wind and
becomes afraid. He takes his eyes off Jesus and starts to
sink. How many times have we been doing great in life and
have taken our eyes off Jesus? How many times do we call
out, “Lord, save me”!
Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught
him, and said to him, “O you of little faith,* why did you
doubt?” Matthew 14:31. Notice how quickly Jesus was there
to save him; the scriptures say “immediately.” Only then
did Jesus rebuff him where the other disciples could not
hear. Jesus tells Peter that he is of little faith. When have we
had too little faith to follow Jesus? Do we go to Him when
he calls? How many times does Jesus save us? I believe
that one day we will be surprised by all the times that Jesus
redirected us from catastrophes and danger. Perhaps, we
shouldn’t get aggravated when our plans don’t go as we
want them to. Maybe, we are being redirected for a reason!
“After they got into the boat, the wind died down.”
Matthew 14:32. When Jesus and Peter returned to the boat,
Jesus calmed the wind. This was the second time Jesus had
calmed the wind and sea. He was showing his disciples
who he was. This time they caught on. “Those who were in
the boat did him homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son
of God.” Matthew 14-33. Does the wind “calm down” in our
lives when we call out to Jesus. We can’t live without a little
“wind” in our lives. Jesus is in the wind. It is often “in the
wind” that we are the closest to him.
Who are you in the story? Are you Peter, getting out of the
boat to go to Jesus? Are you one of the disciples who stays in
the boat even though it is not a safe place? The disciples did
not feel safe in the boat, but they were too afraid to get out of it
because it was all they knew. At various times in my life, I have
been Peter and in other times I have been one of the disciples
who stayed in the boat. Peter makes so many mistakes, but
Jesus continues loving him. Jesus keeps molding him until he
is ready for the keys! And remember, the ones who stayed in
the boat didn’t get to walk on the water.
Jesus calls us out of the boat, too. He says, “Do not be
afraid.” We encounter him when we are out of the boat. It
may feel uncomfortable. We may be afraid to come out of
the boat, but Jesus is there waiting for us. Often, we are
living our lives and are quite satisfied with how things are
going. Then we get this little nudge to “get out of the boat.”
We want to say no, but know we should say yes. When was
the last time Jesus asked you to get out of the boat and go
to him? What did you do?
CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG
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Catholic Extension

Puerto Rico
Recovery Project
Rebuilding more than 1,000 damaged
churches and Catholic Schools
The Catholic Daughters are proud that Catholic Extension is a valued National Charity. CDA has donated to Catholic
Extension, including $11000 dollars as an initial donation to help rebuild Puerto Rico after the devastation of Hurricane
Maria in September 2017. CDA is proud of the wonderful work Catholic Extension does.

I

n 2017, Hurricane Maria led to the deaths of three
thousand people in Puerto Rico, shut the power grid
down for six months, and caused at least $100 billion
in damages, including 300,000 homes and hundreds of
Catholic church properties, some of which are centuries old.  
The federal government was slow in its response to a
suffering community, but the Catholic dioceses on the island
were not. Neither was Catholic Extension. The minute that
our bishops got communication capabilities back, their first
call was to Catholic Extension. “Help us,” they pleaded.
As a result, Catholic Extension was the first organization
to wire money to Puerto Rico, allowing the Church on
the island to immediately respond to the pastoral and
humanitarian needs unfolding in their midst. Three months
went by, and an unexpected policy change prompted by
a U.S. Supreme Court decision led to a new opportunity
for houses of worship to receive rebuilding money from
the federal government. The only catch was that churches
had to act fast to stake their claim, and they needed seed
money to get their recovery organized. Knowing that time
was of the essence and that dioceses were still, literally,
operating ‘in the dark,’ Catholic Extension stepped up to
organize an island-wide initiative within 6 weeks to help
the Church meet an application deadline and get access
to hundreds of millions in Federal aid for the rebuilding of
their churches and schools. Over 1,000 applications were
submitted, which led Catholic Extension to the next step of
assembling a full-scale recovery team utilizing the support
of industry leading experts to guide all dioceses during the
long and complex road to recovery.   
Later in January 2020, Puerto Rico was struck by a series of
catastrophic earthquakes, but thankfully these communities
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were also able to immediately benefit from the capable
support of our on-island recovery team to access federal
funding to rebuild their felled schools and churches.
The six dioceses of Puerto Rico, which are on the
frontlines serving more than 1.5 million people living in
poverty, could not have afforded this damage assessment
and grants management effort without Catholic Extension’s
coordination and initial financial backing.  
Thanks to Catholic Extension’s continued work, the
Catholic Church in Puerto Rico, is positioned to receive
approximately $300 million in funding to rebuild 1,000
parishes and schools that have been damaged—which
provide so much hope, care and charity to the poor.   
In 2021 alone, the first $26 million dollars were finally
“obligated” (i.e. approved) by the Federal government,
putting the Church in Puerto Rico in the long-awaited
position to begin repairing facilities so that they can
rebuild and continue their vital mission in a place where
the majority of the population is Catholic.   
Catholic Extension’s recovery team also secured an
additional $47.7M in a competitive grant program, which
will enable Catholic Church’s schools to receive “hazard
mitigation funding” allowing these structures to be built
more resiliently and in an eco-friendly way, and potentially
serve as safe shelters in future hurricanes.
This progress in Puerto Rico gives us hope, but there
is still so much to be done. However, thanks to Catholic
Extension’s strategic investments, the expertise of our
recovery partners, and the perseverance of our diocesan
partners, we know that the Puerto Rican Church will one
day rise again.   
“With God We Will Rise”

ENGAGING. INSPIRING.
UPLIFTING.
It’s programming that’s engaging, inspiring and uplifting. It’s all about
topics that are vital to women. Helping them grow in their Catholic faith while
affirming their dignity as daughters of God.
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Celebrating Our
Membership Blessings
Dawn Fortenberry
National Director
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ow’s membership going ladies? Having a tough time
getting new members or retaining members? I pray
not. But let’s dig into this and think about how our
approach has been. We are blessed daily with an abundance
of love. God loves us dearly. Are we sharing that love with
others? Do they see Christ in us? If not, maybe our approach
is a little out of whack and our light is dimming.
I hope to help you “BE THE LIGHT” when it comes to
sharing our love of CDA with others. Being the light of
Christ is our way of showing others who we are and our
relationship with Him. This should radiate from us. This
is love! True and unblemished love. This love is made to
share. If you have that, then the rest is easy.
As children I’m sure you always heard the saying that
we are all brothers and sisters. Well, we are. I don’t know
about you, but I cherish my brothers and sisters. All of
them. I witness to that by wanting them to have the same
relationship with Christ that I have, to know and love Him.
Now how do we do that? In order to share our love of CDA
with others, we have to really get passionate about our
organization first. How much do you know about Catholic
Daughters? There is so much to learn, but one of the most
important aspects is that we are Catholic Women who are
always seeking a deeper relationship with our Lord and
ministering to the needs of others. The Catholic Daughters
have been around a long time, proving we have something
special. We do such wonderful things in and around our
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Church and community. So, thinking about that, what
makes CDA special for you? Invite others and share this
with them. Let your passion and love shine.
Another thought is that one of our first calls as Christians
is to witness our faith – to go out two by two and make
disciples of Christ. What better way than to share CDA
with them? This is an excellent way of witnessing. Most of
what we do focuses on our Spiritual and Corporal Works
of Mercy.
Another important factor to think about is retaining
members. This is one of the most evident losses of
membership I’ve seen in our state. We work so hard to
gain new members, and then we lose them. Think about
when you join a group or organization. You are energized
and ready to dig in, you feel called. Then this spirit just
dies, your light goes out. Why? Are we embracing those
new members? Are we feeding them what they are hungry
for? If not, they lose interest.
A spiritual advisor once told me that if there is no joy or
you don’t see the fruits of your works, then maybe this was
not for you. Let’s not let this be the case. Give them what
they are looking for.
I pray your light is shining brightly with the love of Christ
and the fruits of that love grow abundantly. Now, arm
yourselves with tools necessary to gain new members.
God’s love and a passion for CDA that shines so brightly, no
one can miss it.

CDA
Ivone Da Silviera
National Director
JCDA National Chairman

A

re you true Catholic Women? Do you work in Unity doing
Charity? Are you women of Faith? Are you doing God’s
work? Do you follow God’s path? Are you a remarkable
Catholic Daughter? Did God look into your eyes and ask you to
do His work? Your answers should be yes because you are a
Catholic Daughter doing God’s work. This is a nonstop flight.
Have you ever thought about our organization and its
members? Are we truly following His path and guidelines?
When I think of our organization, I think of women of Faith,
who are remarkable members of a marvelous sisterhood. On
my personal CDA path I have met marvelous women who can
handle anything. They do this because they pray together, work
in unity with God’s blessings doing charitable work and most
importantly, caring for one another. Have you truly realized
what a marvelous organization you belong to? How much
have you learned? What friends do you have who are now your
sisters in Christ? I have in fact, met many women that are so
proud to call themselves Catholic Daughters and are a part of
this marvelous organization of Catholic sisterhood. So, show
your pride and shine so that when people see you, they will
say, “You are a remarkable Catholic Daughter.” In unity you can
be an example for others and through your CDA Membership
you can do anything.
Looking back over our history, if we didn’t have all the
remarkable women in our organization, the Catholic Daughters
of the Americas would not have survived for over 119 years,
with wars (World Wars I and II, Vietnam etc.), Holocaust,
911, hurricanes, tornados, floodings, COVID-19, and other
pandemics. If those women didn’t believe or have the Faith,
as strong Catholic Women and as Catholic Daughters who can
do anything, we would not be here today. Our generation must
follow women of the past and never stop working or doing
GOD’S work through CDA. We all know we have endured years
of struggle and challenges that the majority have been able
to overcome. Personally, I congratulate each one of you for

accepting the challenges. You made it possible with courage
and love for one another, for your CDA courts to survive during
these difficult times. Thank you for all you do for your Courts,
State Boards, and our Sisterhood. Don’t question your “Why”
and keep working!
Personally, it hasn’t been easy for me either these past
years, as State Regent, and now as a National Director. Like
many of you, I faced challenges that nobody could have
prepared me for. I still remember my first meeting as a National
Director. I was so excited and had so many plans to start
working for our organization on the National level doing God’s
work. Personally, this new adventure had a strong calling in
my heart. Not only was I representing my beloved Puerto
Rico, but I also had the added obligation, from my mother.
We are the first set of Mother and Daughter who have served
as National Directors in the history of CDA in Puerto Rico. I
wanted to serve CDA in the same way. I admire my mom. She
is a faithful, beautiful woman of service to our organization.
One thing I knew, I needed to become one of God’s blessings
through my work with CDA doing what He wanted me to do,
even though sometimes I didn’t know why or how? All I could
do was pray for God’s answers to why and how to do what I
needed to do. I still do not always know all the answers, but I
do know that I need to keep going where GOD wants me to go.
On this current path, I find myself working on a project that is
close to my heart especially as an alumnus of JCDA, “The PRAY
AND PLAY WEEKEND.” This beautiful gathering of our JCDA
throughout our Nation was my main goal when I started my
term as a National Director. I hope we have the participation
so it will remain as a National Activity for JCDA. I pray that this
event becomes a tradition for many years to follow. Planting
a spark in the hearts of our JCDA girls will inspire them to
become a member of the senior court, as I did.
My spiritual Director Father Willie (Monsignor Wilfredo
Pena) says, “We all have our plane tickets to heaven, but we
still don’t know when, so until we are called, we need to work
on God’s behalf.” Father always says, “Faith without work is a
dead faith.”
We are woman of faith, that is our theme, and our Motto
is “Unity and Charity.” It is in unity that we will work this out.
Thinking that we won’t be able to do our job is normal, but I
remind myself that we are Catholics Daughters and God is with
us, if we really believe.
Someone shared with me this thought from St. Mother
Teresa, “He who does not live to serve does not deserve to
live.” God bless and protect our National Officers especially
Worthy Regent Sherry Nilles and all National Officers,
National Directors, State Officers and each of you. See you
all in Puerto Rico.
CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG
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Reflections
from National Directors After Two Years

Michele Bowman
National Director

Nancy Bambenek
National Director

Blessings:

Reflections

W

hen Sherry asked us to write an article about
our projects over this two-year term, I froze
at first. When browsing over some vacation
pictures late one evening an idea came to me. Being
from Florida where the land is very flat with numerous
beaches, it is a real treat for me to see mountains. I
love the Smokey Mountains, the Canadian Rockies, the
Catskills or any mountain scenery, really. The mountains
near water can be particularly beautiful on clear, sunny
days when the peak images are reflected in the water. It’s
like seeing them twice!
This image made me think of the websites our members
and the webmasters have put together. They are all
beautiful and unique. The important thing is that they
truly reflect who we are, what we do, how we help and
serve others, and how we express and share our faith.
These sites are creative, informative and inspirational.
The variety of charities supported and fundraising ideas
is quite impressive. It has been rewarding to organize the
website contest the last two years and recognize as many
courts as possible for their hard work.
Just as websites reflect who we are, so do our
ceremonials, another committee on which I work. Our
ceremonials and robes reflect our traditions, respect for
CDA and our uniqueness as an organization of Catholic
women. It is rewarding to see courts put our ceremonies
into practice.
In working and talking with members from across the
country, I have felt the love that our members have for
God, the church, our communities, our country, each
other and for CDA. This all goes along with Sherry’s
powerful theme of doing everything with love. We are all
blessed to be CDA members. Thank you for all YOU do for
CDA! Keep up the good work!
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God’s Safety and Protection

went to find the official definition of the word blessing
in the dictionary. This is what I found: God’s favor and
protection. This is perfect to start my last article for the
summer SHARE magazine.
My two years as a National Director have been a blessing
from God. It is bigger than I could have imagined. Accepting
the work that is required in this position: travel, phone calls,
emails, text messages, National Board meetings, State
Conventions, State Board meetings; just to name a few,
was easy to plan and work into my day, week, or month’s
schedule. What I was not prepared for was the enormous
blessings of God’s favor and protection for saying YES to
doing His work. I know the Holy Spirit and my Blessed
Mother Mary put light on my path and gave me the words
to speak when I would come up empty—even rearranging
my work schedule to fit it all in!
We are told to go into the whole world and proclaim the
Gospel. The Gospel is always new and always bears new
fruit. We are called to faith, a deeper conversion and love
of thy neighbor. No surprise to me or you who are reading
this short article, our CDA members do this every day. I
have heard and seen lives of holiness in so many members,
especially in our 70-, 80- and 90-year-olds. They are humble
and not often seen by all of us. They have put their time,
energy, and resources into proclaiming the Gospel to the
whole world by their lives of truth, beauty, and love. Our
organization has been so blessed to have them accomplish
such good work and lead the way. They inspire me!
Had I said NO to the amazing opportunity of being a
National Director, I would have missed out on so much. My life
would not be the same. When you are asked to do something
small or large at your local Court or your State Court, let the
Holy Spirit and our Blessed Mother guide you to the right
decision. If you want safety and protection and want to live
out the Gospel in these challenging times say, YES!
Thank you, National Regent, Sherry for this National
position. Thank you, National Board Members and Directors
who have encouraged, helped, and loved me, so I could
complete these two years in proclaiming the Gospel. Oh,
what a blessed experience it has been!

Reflections
from National Directors After Two Years

Tess Cersovski
National Director

The Two Best Years of My Life

T

here is a saying that all good things must come to an
end. Fr. Dale George, my favorite college Theology
professor at Briar Cliff College, told me that as one
thing ends, something new begins. Life is a journey. I have
been so blessed to serve as a 2020-2022 National Director
for Catholic Daughters of the Americas. I must admit that I
will miss writing articles for SHARE Magazine. This is such a
powerful way to share knowledge with all the CDA members.
As the Chairman for the National Projects and National
Charities, I have learned so much about each one. Here
are some facts that I have learned about the National
Projects. (1) Habitat for Humanity: A Court needs to raise
money before applying for a “build.” (2) Holy Cross Family
Ministries: While their focus is promoting the family rosary,
they offer many programs promoting family life. (3) The
Labouré Society: They help aspirants who wish to enter a
religious community to raise money to pay off their college
loans. (4) SOAR! (Support Our Aging Religious): SOAR!
was started in 1986 with $25,000 seed money received
from Catholic Daughters. (5) National Center on Sexual
Exploitation: They promote the White Ribbon Against
Pornography Campaign which takes place each year at the
end of October.
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
submitted names of pro-life organizations to be considered
as our newest National Charity. It is amazing to read what
these organizations are doing to protect human life. The
National Board was looking for a national organization
that dealt with the quality of life from birth to death. After
researching over thirty different pro-life organizations, the
top four were submitted for consideration. The new National
Charity will be announced at the National Convention in San
Juan Puerto Rico. I strongly encourage you to read about all

the National Projects and Charities and share them with
your court members.
If you had asked me to write a resolution a few years
ago, I would have said “no way” (using other words). Now,
I enjoy the challenge of writing a resolution and acquiring
supporting research. The first resolution I wrote was
praying for the canonization of Blessed Stanley Francis
Rother. In my research, I compared Blessed Rother’s
martyrdom to the death of Saint Augustin Schoeffler, MEP.
Both men were killed for defending the Catholic faith. I also
wrote two different resolutions concerning Saint Joseph.
Retiring a resolution when its purpose is over is important.
At our last National Board meeting, we retired the
resolution concerning the Year of St. Joseph and adopted
one to pray daily to St. Joseph. I want to extend a big thank
you to Second Vice National Regent Essie Walker for all the
fantastic work she did as a member of this committee.
Why are these the best two years of my life? Didn’t I
have problems or make mistakes? Of course, I made many
mistakes. Just as Jesus forgives our sins, I pray that the CDA
members will forgive me for my failings and appreciate at
least one positive thing I have accomplished as a 20202022 National Director.
My three outstanding accomplishments were: (1) my
presentation on Resolutions at the State Officers’ Training
in Scottsdale, AZ, (2) researching Pro-life organizations for
a new National Charity. and (3) the articles I wrote about
Catholic Extension and the knowledge I gained.
Most importantly, these are the best two years of my life
because I was able to meet many CDA members, pray with
you, and work with you. Each of you has enriched my life.
God has blessed me through each of you. Thank you for
your support and prayers. I pray for each of you daily.
CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG
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Reflections
from National Directors After Two Years

Irene Gramza
National Director

Celebrating Our Blessings with Love

I

t has been a fast moving two years since we, officers and
directors, were elected to the National Board. We have
Celebrated Our Blessings with Love in all we have been
doing for the membership. We came together not knowing
each other and have grown in understanding and love as we
did the business of Catholic Daughters. Some of us will be
moving to other journeys in CDA, but will never forget our
relationships. It has been a joy to serve all the membership,
not only the states to which I have been assigned.
I was assigned to review and recommend changes to
the Ceremonials of the Tools of the Trade. I have a cochairperson, Michele Bowman. We called, emailed, texted
as we reviewed the sections. Our first assignment was to
review the Installation of State Officers and a few minor
changes were recommended. We did review the other
ceremonials and found them to be in very good order,
thanks to the committee before us. They did work on them
with great love. We hope that you review the sections as
you prepare for the installation of new court officers and
make it a “special” day for your court. Don’t forget to check
the sheet on wearing whites and robes. It will help to make
your installation more special.
I also was on the Bylaws Committee, okay, I know you
are saying oh-no not bylaws, but they are a necessity if an
organization is to be strong, and we all need rules to follow.
The committee of four really worked and spent much time
together reviewing them. We were not afraid to do this notso-favorable task. As a state or local court, you follow these
bylaws to make your meetings run smoothly, and you need
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to do it with kindness and respect for the ideas of others in
your courts or state.
Working on the State Officers Training in July 2021 was
a learning experience for me as I tried to learn how to do
power point presentations and make it work into something
that wasn’t just hit and miss. It was wonderful to see so
many of the state officers come together shortly after the
pandemic. We prayed for each other and our families as
the time took its toll on many. We really Celebrated Our
Blessings with Love at this conference.
I am very grateful for the time I have spent on the
National Board working beside ladies from other parts of
our organization. They have shown me the love of others,
and when we pray and work together, we Can Do Anything.
We came together as strangers not knowing each other,
and we are completing our term as loving sisters in Christ.
It has been a privilege to work with these ladies for the
betterment of CDA. I learned from them how great it is to
all Celebrate Our Blessings with Love for our membership.
I was given an honor in my home parish St. Paul’s in
Phoenix by the Knights of Columbus who recognized my
work on the local and state levels of Catholic Daughters and
now was elected to the national board. A tree was planted
in my name in the church garden. I am still in awe when I
am on campus. That was a Blessing from them in a way that
I celebrate my Blessings with Love and doing for others.
I want to thank you, our membership, for this great
experience I have had on the National Board. I Celebrate
Our Blessings with Love. In Unity and Charity, thank you.

Reflections
from National Directors After Two Years

Darlene Moritz
National Director

Celebrating Our Blessings With Love
Through Education and Each Other

I

n October, 2020, when I came on board as a National
CDA Director, I had some idea of what directors do. Our
National Regent, Sherry Nilles put out some suggestions
we might consider that would be one of our top priorities to
work on. That in itself was a blessing to be asked what my
interests might be. After submitting my top three choices,
I was granted my first choice which was to work with the
Education Contests. You just don’t know how many talented
children and adults there are out there in these schools and
even the adult CDA members until you see what they can
do. Campus Courts and Fr. Bachmann scholarships were
also with the Education duties. Since Covid 2020 hampered
courts and especially the Campus Courts from meetings,
participation was slow. But we are past that now, and the
number of entries is increasing which is so great to see.
What better way to support our young people in a time that
they need some financial assistance with scholarships and
what better organization to help? CDA is exposed to many
throughout lots of communities! The CDA Circle of Love
information for Education is coming in as I write this. The
mail carrier is shaking her head as to the many envelopes
being delivered that aren’t bills.
Another blessing that I really had not thought about at
the time was all the wonderful women I would meet outside
of my own state of Iowa. Did you know you can have an
ice-cream event or social in the heat of the summer and
welcome new members? What a great time it was to learn of
family generations of Catholic Daughters as new members,
or meeting women of Territorial courts who were so warm
and loving to me. My hope and prayer for them is that they
continue to invite and pick up women to come to their

meetings. We are not supposed to be ‘the best kept secret’
of our organization. Thinking ‘outside of the box’ will gain
new ideas and new members versus the idea that ‘we never
did it that way’ ever will. These CDA members will meet again
at National conventions in the future. I can’t wait to see them
all. As a National Director for the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas, it has been a true blessing to be assigned to the
CDA States of Arizona, Minnesota (state where I grew up)
and the Territorial courts of Ohio. I have been to all these
states to meet with them whether it was a workshop, State
convention or the Territorial Courts getting together to meet.
Where can a person go and meet such willing and able
women to be the ‘hands and feet’ of Jesus? Even the prayer
warriors are out there praying for their courts to succeed in
all their endeavors and for peace in our world. I said, ‘yes’
to working with all of you wonderful Catholic Daughters.
I worked for many years in the furniture industry and
medical insurance reimbursements and can say that this
assignment was not really a job but a terrific chance to
meet and work with women of faith. That in itself is a true
blessing to me and would be for you, too. It is true that each
state or local court has its ups and downs, but that also
means that members in each state are doing something:
growing, sharing, stretching their rubber bands and
possibly thinking outside the box to accomplish more than
they have in the past. My prayer for all these wonderful
women of faith is that they keep working together to grow
not only within their courts but also within themselves.
Jesus gave us all some kind of talent or purpose. Tap into
that and share it with others, and you will be counting your
blessings as well.
CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG
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Reflections
from National Directors After Two Years

Barbara (Jensen) Ward
National Director

Celebrating Our Blessings with Love
Bylaws Committee
Member
I feel very honored and blessed
to have worked with the other
outstanding members on this
committee. We have bylaw
changes ready to be presented
at the 2022 National Convention
in Puerto Rico. If you submitted
a bylaw change that did not get
accepted, please don’t give up.
The only thing needed may be a tweak here or there. Thank
you for taking the time to submit your change. Working
on this committee with these ladies has been a wonderful
learning experience that I will always cherish.

National
Newsletter
Contest
Chairman
It has been a great
pleasure to chair
this committee, and
it has been a great
honor to organize
the annual contests. Thank you for your labor of love. A
court newsletter is the backbone of our organization, and
what better way to inform your members and make them
feel like the blessing they are? The annual contest is a great
way to find little changes you may need to make. Please
continue publishing a newsletter and submitting it to be
judged. Thank you again and again.
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Standing Rules Committee Chairman
Standing rules are for everyone! Every court, every state
board, the national board, and even every state and national
convention must have its own set of Standing Rules. Go
over your own standing rules and make the changes needed
at the appropriate time. Just remember that they cannot
override the national bylaws. Thank you for being aware of
how advantageous standing rules are and for implementing
them in your own courts. It has been a great pleasure to
chair this committee, to update both the national board’s
standing rules, and to prepare the standing rules for the
national convention this July in Puerto Rico.

National Director for Illinois, Maryland and
Oregon
A big thank you goes out to the three states assigned to
me—Illinois, Maryland and Oregon. All of you have been
my special blessing. I loved getting to know each and every
one of you. You will always have a special place in my heart.
Thank you for the wonderful hospitality shown to me when
I came to visit your state. I was impressed with all the
wonderful things you do in the name of Catholic Daughters.
Continue these good works, and I look forward to seeing all
of you at the National Convention in Puerto Rico. God Bless
you all!

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED BY
PENNSYLVANIA COURT

ONE-HUNDRED YEARS FOR
SOUTH DAKOTA COURT
Members in the photo celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Court
Immaculate Conception #582, Aberdeen, South Dakota, are, top
row, left to right, Marie Schumacher, Bernice Wald, Joan Johnson,
Connie Nikolas, Carol Moffenbier and Gail Funk. Second row, left
to right, Bobbi Dempsey, Leone Dufenhoeffer, Nancy Vander Hoek,
Mary Anne Whitman and Jeanette Scherr.

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES 105 YEARS

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY FOR
NEBRASKA COURT
Court Sacred Heart #2015, St. Paul, Nebraska, celebrated its 50th
Anniversary with Mass followed by a catered meal. The two charter
members present were given a rose and can be seen in the photo,
Evelyn Dvorak, left, and Barbara McIntyre.

Members of Court Our Lady of Perpetual Help #296, Windthorst,
Texas, gathered to honor the past, present and future of
CDA and commemorate the special occasion of the court’s
105th Anniversary. The day began with Mass for the intentions
of the Catholic Daughters celebrated by Court Chaplain Reverend
Michael Moloney at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Windthorst.
A luncheon followed in the Parish Hall with the court’s JCDA
members helping as hostesses. Court memorabilia and old photos
were on display for everyone’s viewing enjoyment. Court Our Lady
of Perpetual Help was chartered on December 15, 1916. In the
photo court attendees gather to celebrate their important day with
the Juniors seated showing warm, bright smiles.
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Court Our Lady of Victory #588, Mt. Carmel, Pennsylvania, honored
its 100th Anniversary at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church with Mass
celebrated by His Excellence Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop
of Harrisburg and con-celebrated by Pastor and Court Chaplain
Rev. Francis J. Karwack. In the photo, front row, Past Pennsylvania
State Regent and Woman of the Year Peggy Guckin, State Regent
Shirley Hall, Second Vice National Regent Essie Walker, Bishop
Gainer, Banner Bearer Terry Gross, First Vice State Regent Margaret
Giordano, State Treasurer Pamela Callahan, and District Deputy
Barbara Muesel. Back row, Financial Secretary Nora Avellino, Vice
Regent Mary Snyder, Regent Kathleen Peeler and Treasurer Mary
Catherine Wydra.

ANNIVERSARIES

MINNESOTA COURT CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL
Prior to the centennial celebration of Court Joan of Arc #691, Blue Earth, Minnesota, a full-page article was published in the local
newspaper, Faribault County Register, giving a history of the court, naming the charter members, and explaining some of the court works.
On November 14, 2021, the court’s anniversary festivities began with Mass celebrated by Fr. Andrew Beerman who gave a special blessing
to the Catholic Daughters. Following Mass, members and guests gathered in the parish social hall where they were handed copies of a
timeline history of the court and invited to look at scrapbooks on display. Fr. Beerman led the meal prayer for a catered brunch and also
blessed the rosaries that were given as door prizes. National Director Darlene Moritz presented the court with a commemorative plaque.
Members pictured with the court’s charter, left to right, seated, Ag Pfaffinger and Mary Ann Murphy; middle row, Doris Wilhelmi, Lee
Mikolai, Linda Willette, Carmen Coxworth and Jean Bierly; back row, Pam Armon, Kas Greenfield, Shirl Maher, Sue Wiltse, Terri Colby, Ilene
Sukalski, Ruth Kastner, Kathy Stevermer and Jane Armon.

SECOND ANNIVERSARY FOR
LOUISIANA COURT
Seen in the photo at their second anniversary
celebration are members of Court St. Bernard
#2758, Chalmette, Louisiana. Front row, left
to right, Treasurer Carol Melancon, Financial
Secretary Phyllis Ponthieux, District Deputy Debbie
Mahl, Regent Pamela Richard, Vice Regent Juanita
Coco, Yvonne Spicuzza, Melanie Sawaya, Lena
Wallace and Kathy Ousset. Second row, Nancy
Burtchaell, Carol Licciardi, Sylvia Eccel, Cheryl
Acosta, Connie Crumhorn, Judy Scaglione, Recording
Secretary Cynthia Hattier, Debbie Richard, Glenda
Dickinson, Lisa Miserendino, and Fr. Angel Diaz.
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OREGON COURT CELEBRATES 83 YEARS
Court Klamath #1295, Klamath Falls, Oregon, celebrated 83 years at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church with a reception for members, families and guests
in the Parish Hall after Mass. Chartered at Sacred Heart Church on Oct. 23,
1938, Court Klamath has about 70 members who meet on the second Monday
of each month to pray, share spirituality, plan charitable endeavors, discuss
business and enjoy time together.  Among the local charities Court Klamath
supports are the Pregnancy Hope Center, Klamath-Lake Food Bank, KlamathLake CARES, and programs of Sacred Heart Parish. In the photo, left to right,
are court members Sandra Hartog and Lynne Butterworth, Financial Secretary
Anne Hartnett, Regent Marcia Pistone Metzler, Treasurer Carlye Woodman, and
Recording Secretary Doreen League.

NORTH CAROLINA
COURT CELEBRATES
QUARTER CENTURY
Court Immaculate Conception #2444,
Wilmington, North Carolina, celebrated
its 25th anniversary with a luncheon
at Felix Cafe in Wilmington. Court
members received pins and some
unexpected prizes. In the photo are
charter members Flo Northway, Loretta
McManus, Rosemary Rouen, Joan
Pomnitz, Marge Fenn, Nora Barton,
Rosemary Burton, Bernadette Bird and
Gerri Edmonds.

Correction: This story as it appeared in the printed version of SHARE contained errors. The story below is correct. Apologies to Pennsylvania.
On Saturday, October 23, 2021, Catholic Daughters from across the state came together in Meadville, PA at the home of Court Columbia #2
to celebrate this momentous occasion. A public Mass was celebrated by Fr. Joe Petrone, Chaplain for the court at Epiphany of the Lord Parish.
A banquet, prepared by the ladies of the parish, was held in the Parish Center and followed by “… a walk through the decades,” hosted by Pat
Gildea with members of the following courts participating: Court Columbia #2, Court St. Martin #418, Court St. Rita #523, Court
Westinghouse #759, Court New Kensington #860, Court Patricia #998, Court Washington #1651, Court Our Lady of the Alleghenies #1755,
Court St. Ephrem #2230, Court Queen of Peace #1023 and Court Prince Gallitzin #2625. Many others, of the approximately 20 courts
represented, shared memories of their experiences of Cath[1]olic Daughters throughout the ages and were quite happy to be present for this
occasion. The long-awaited new History of the Pennsylvania State Court 1903–2021, Second Edition, was presented to Shirley Hall, State
Regent by Peggy Guckin and was distributed to patrons by Pattie Fromknecht. May God continue to bless our Pennsylvania State Court for
many years to come.

SEVENTY YEARS FOR
TEXAS COURT

Court Mary Queen of the Snows
# 1 5 8 8 , C o l u m b u s , Te x a s ,
celebrated its 70th Anniversary
with Mass and a program. Court
members were recognized with 50,
60, 65 and 70-year pins. Carolyn
Ritchey, Texas First Vice State
Regent, led the celebration. In the
photo, officers, left to right, Carolyn
Ritchey, first vice state regent; Paula
Frnka, district deputy #37; Marie
Hayek, regent; Dorothy Wostarek,
recording secretary; Susan
Archuletta, financial secretary; and
Peggy Hiatt, treasurer. Not Pictured
is Vice Regent Gail Warschak.
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PENNSYLVANIA MEMBERS CELEBRATING 110 YEARS OF UNITY AND CHARITY

LIFE CHAIN BY TEXAS COURT

CDAINACTION

MOMS IN NEED HELPED BY NEW YORK COURT
Court St. Clare #912, Staten Island, New York, held a baby shower
to benefit local mothers in need. Besides feeling good about
being able to help the women, babies, and toddlers, especially
during the pandemic, members enjoyed delicious refreshments,
games, and a singalong. St. Clare Pastoral Associate, Marie Noel,
suggested partnering with the local Columbiettes, which brought
in additional baskets and more fun. Regent Juliette Zinsley adds,
“The local Good Counsel Home for unwed mothers was the
recipient of over 100 amazing baskets and hundreds of dollars in
gifts cards, so generously and lovingly donated by our members.”
In the photo, standing behind a table generously filled with gifts,
left to right, Recording Secretary Geralyn D’Amato, Vice Regent
Emily Napoli, Faith Formation Director Claire Smith, Regent Juliette
Zinsley and Columbiette Officers.

Members of Court St. Helen #2330, Pearland, Texas, participated
in a local Life Chain event, which is a peaceful and prayerful
public witness that unites pro-life individuals in cities nationwide.
Recording Secretary Connie Lindsay said, “For one hour from
2:30PM to 3:30PM we stood and prayed for our nation and
for an end to abortion while holding pro-life signs. There were
approximately 50 people holding signs from St. Helen and other
churches.” Court members in the photo, left to right, Libbey
Wilkins-Rivas, Cindy Schilhab, Ann Strouhal, Janet Huber, Susan
Schoeffler, Connie Lindsay and Peggy Green.

NEBRASKA STATE SUPPORTS
PREGNANT WOMEN

BOXES FOR KIDS BY PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Members of Court Prince Gallitzin # 2625, Altoona, Pennsylvania,
filled 25 Jared boxes and presented them to Tim Balconi, President
of the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center Altoona Hospital
Foundation. The plastic shoe-size boxes are filled with many items
and fun activities for children and are given to them while they
are in the hospital to provide special fun diversion. In the photo,
front row, Regent Carol Galioto; Karen Castagnola; District Deputy
Susan Ronan; Mary Grace Horton; Annette Ajay; Donna Hoover;
Darlene Crum, Mary Stoy and Jennifer Crum-Waite. Back row, Judy
Wood; Pattie Fromknecht; Mary Kawalski, and Court Chaplain
Father D. Timothy Grimme.
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As part of the 2021 Nebraska State Project, State Regent Betty
Fredricks and First Vice State Regent Kim Meduna and several
members of Court St. Charles # 472, Lincoln, Nebraska, met at
the Women’s Care Center and presented a check for $6,319.56 to
Director Sarah Kroner, as seen in the photo. The Center has been
open just a year and has already served over 200 women. Members
of Court St. Charles presented information on the Women’s Care
Center at State Convention this past April and the membership
voted to accept this project for the next two years. According to
its website, “Women’s Care Center provides free, confidential
counseling, support and education for pregnant women. Free
pregnancy testing and ultrasounds help determine viability
and dates (prenatal medical care and abortions not provided).”
State Regent Betty Fredericks adds, “We asked for a minimum
of $1.00 or more per member. Eighty percent of Nebraska Courts
participated this year.”

LOUISIANA COURT DONATES MEALS TO SENIORS
Court Assumption #1672, Franklin, Louisiana, collected over 150 meal bags for
seniors in the court’s local community during the Christmas season. “All bags
are packed with four complete meals for the holidays,” Charlene Blanchard
explained, adding, “Our court has been doing this project for many years; it
warms our hearts to help!” Members are seen in the photo with festive smiles
and a friendly hug in the center surrounding their carefully packed bags.

FOOD FOR THOSE IN NEED BY
TEXAS COURT

LOUISIANA COURT DELIVERS HOLIDAY
FRUIT BASKETS

VETERANS COMFORTED BY IOWA COURT
Retired Naval Commander Marie Sheeder of Court Our Lady of Good Counsel
#216, Ft. Dodge, Iowa, presented four Honor Quilts to Veterans. As can be
seen in the photo, left to right, current active Air Force Commander Randy
Davis received a quilt made by Jean Konvalinka. Army Veteran Bernie Rosch
and Navy Veteran Jerry Heesch received quilts made by Carol Heatherington.
Tom Kirby, Army 25th Infantry Division, received a quilt made by Kitty Nilles.
Regent Christina Rosch said, “Thank you to all heroes who have served and
currently serve in the USA military and their families.”

Court St. Louise de Marillac #2703, Maurepas, Louisiana,
prepared and delivered fruit baskets to members of their
community for the holiday season. The court assembled
22 fresh fruit baskets with a cheerful Christmas greeting
for elderly and/or shut-ins in their small community of
Maurepas. Members of the court hand-delivered the
baskets to the recipient’s homes prior to the Christmas
holiday. Court members pictured, left to right are, back
row, Bonnie Bertrand, Denise Richard, Brenda Schilling,
Gwen Hanna, Dana Vicknair and Carolyn Scivicque. Front
row, sitting, left to right, Kellye Babin, Angie Leader and
Janelle Bovia.
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Court St. Gianna Beretta Molla, # 2691, Corsicana, Texas,
coordinated a holiday food box charity project entitled,
“Hands and Feet of Christ.” The court first worked with
James L. Collins Catholic School where students collected
over 400 non-perishable items. A collaboration with
parishioners at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
followed which resulted in collecting over 600 additional
items. Finally, meat and fruit baskets were added to each
holiday food box and individuals in the community in need
were able to pick up food boxes to have meals over the
holidays. In the photo seven court members stand behind
a plentiful display of food to be boxed for those in need.

BOXES OF JOY FROM PENNSYLVANIA COURT

CDAINACTION

VIRGINIA COURT HELPS GLEAN THE FIELDS
Court Kavanaugh #54, Alexandria, Virginia, celebrated the Fifth
World Day of the Poor by participating in the “Gleaning of the
Fields for Charity” in Colonial Beach, Virginia. “Gleaning” is the
traditional biblical practice of gathering produce left over from
the harvest that would otherwise remain in the fields to rot or be
plowed under after harvest. However, court members collected
over 75 crates of broccoli for distribution to needy families. In
the photo Past Virginia State Regent Elizabeth Scheuren can be
seen in the field holding one of the 75 crates that will hold muchneeded vegetables for those in need.

Court Westinghouse #759, Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania,
participated in the Box of Joy Campaign of Cross Catholic Outreach
promoted by the National Board. Twenty-five boxes were filled
with essentials and “goodies” that impoverished and vulnerable
children in dire situations throughout the world will receive. Court
member and Pennsylvania State Second Vice Regent Lisa McCann
said, “Court Westinghouse is a small court that does remarkable
things with joy!” adding, “Court Regent Margaret Gowaty chaired
this project.” In the photo standing around their nicely wrapped
golden Boxes of Joy and court banner, left to right, Nicole Kacey,
Carol Kacey, Financial Secretary Terry Gojkovich, Regent Margaret
Gowaty, Treasurer Georgine Bogovich Horn and Ruth Ann Hornyak.

TEXAS COURT EXTOLLS VALUE OF PRAYER

MISSISSIPPI COURT HELPS
PREGNANCY CENTER

Court St. Rose of Lima #827, Mission, Texas, has been spreading
love and prayers to their community. “With all the challenges
we have today,” Alma Anzaldua said, “our court reminds our
community to PRAY! Alma adds that the many “PRAY” signs in the
photo held by court members “were also a fundraiser to provide
scholarships for our high school seniors, help the nearby Food
Pantry, three local churches and other charitable groups.”

Court St. Paul the Apostle #2762, Tylertown, Mississippi, hosted a
baby shower for the local Pregnancy Crisis Center at their January
meeting. Members in attendance were, left to right, Karen Kinler,
Marion McDonough, Cindy Rome, Annette Norris, Linda Martin,
Amy Kitaif, Raven Stein, Alice Cramer, Elaine Theriot, Adaire
Cantrelle and Sondra Broussard. “Please pray for the Right to Life
continuing battle,” Karen Kinler said.
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MINNESOTA DEDICATES HABITAT HOMES
Members of the Minnesota State Board and Court St. Anne #1840, Medford, Minnesota, attended the March 20, 2022 dedication of Habitat
for Humanity homes and celebrated with others who have been working toward this goal for nearly nine months. Financial sponsorship
for the build was sought by Court St. Anne from the Minnesota State and National Catholic Daughters. A generous grant was approved by
each. At the home dedication, State Regent Mary Pufall presented a $10,000 check from the Minnesota Catholic Daughters and National
Director Darlene Moritz presented a $10,000 check to Habitat for Humanity from National Catholic Daughters on behalf of National Habitat
for Humanity Director Dawn Fortenberry, who was unable to attend. In addition, the Minnesota State Board presented each homeowner
with a wall clock, and Court St. Anne members presented each family with a quilt and a Minnesota CDA Perpetual Calendar. Seen in the
photo at the dedication, left to right, National Directors Nancy Bambenek and Darlene Moritz, Past National Director Lois Nelson, Court St.
Anne member Cathy Nelson, Minnesota State Regent Mary Pufall, Court St. Anne members Gail Heim and Betty Hager.

CDAINACTION

LOUISIANA COURT CELEBRATES
HOMELESS VETERANS

SEAFARERS HELPED BY MARYLAND COURTS

Court St. Albert the Great, #2050, Hammond, Louisiana, visited
the Quad A Veterans on Veteran’s Day. Each veteran received a gift
bag filled with toiletry items, snacks, and a Walmart gift card as
a small token for their sacrifice, dedication, and service to our
country. The court also prepared a home cooked meal for the men
along with gifts of cord rosaries, cord keychains and crochet hats
made by members of the court.

Two Maryland courts helped the Apostleship of the Sea Ministry
in Maryland collect a vanload of wrapped boxes of toiletries and
snacks in addition to about $300 in phone cards as Christmas
gifts for the country’s seafarers. In the photo, pointing to the gifts
collected for seafarers are Linda Field, left, Court Hagerstown
#273, Hagerstown, Maryland, and Regent Lynn Rinehart, Court St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton #278, Frederick, Maryland.

QUILTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE FROM MINNESOTA COURT
Many members of Court St. Joan of Arc #1291, Marshall, Minnesota, created
quilts for needy families. The court was given fabric and yarn, after which they
purchased rolls of fiberfill. Approximately 20 volunteers helped in diverse ways
to create hundreds of beautiful quilts. In February, the court donated 44 quilts
to Holy Redeemer Pre-School classes. “These quilts have been handmade with
love for all these wonderful young Catholic children to enjoy for the rest of their
lives,” Publicity Chair Margie Dahl said, “We are so happy to be able to do this
and share the love of the Catholic Daughters.” In the photo are some of the
beautiful quilts made by the court.
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Court Theresa #806, Waterloo, New York, which also has members from Geneva and Seneca, New York, sold “Jesus is the Reason” yard
signs throughout the Advent season to “spread the word.” Two hundred signs were sold at $10 each with a $2 per-sign profit designated
to the Seneca County Christmas Program, which helps families who cannot afford food and/or gifts for their children. In the photo court
members display joyful smiles and several of the “Jesus is the Reason” signs.

CAR SEATS DONATED BY WEST VIRGINIA COURT
During Respect Life Month, Court Victory #379, Weston, West Virginia, kicked off their second annual baby bottle campaign. Funds raised
were donated to organizations and agencies dedicated to helping with the pregnancy, care, and the well-being of mothers, babies and
children. The project took place parish wide, but the children of St. Patrick School turned it into a friendly competition between the classes.
The students collected loose change and checks from parents and grandparents, placing their funds in giant baby bottles which were in
each classroom to provide a visual image of their efforts. The combined fifth/sixth grade class at St. Patrick School collected the most
money and earned themselves a pizza lunch with parish Pastor Fr. Douglas Ondeck. Thanks to the generous donations of parishioners and
students, Court Victory was able to purchase twenty-four car seats. The car seats were presented to the local Family Resource Network. In
the photo are some of the smiling students who helped raise funds.

NEW JERSEY COURT HELPS THE DISABLED
The Warren County ARC asked Court Warren #389, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, to
assist with the ARC’s annual Christmas party. ARC, on its website, says, “The
ARC, Warren County helps people with intellectual and other developmental
disabilities live a good life. We assist families to solve challenges
associated with the lifelong care of their family members. As an advocacy
organization, we create the kind of universal environment where the people
we serve are accepted and respected in the community.” Mrs. Ann Marina,
long time court member, has been emceeing the ARC’s annual St. Patrick
Day parties hosted by Court Warren since 1988. “Sadly, the St. Patrick’s
day festivities were canceled in 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic,” Regent
Lisa Garcia said. “But Court Warren was glad to step in for the Christmas
party. The court is looking forward to hosting St. Patrick’s parties again and
giving away cakes!” In the photo, seated with Santa, left to right, Regent Lisa
Garcia, Recording Secretary Melody Talpas and Sarah Talpas.
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NEW YORK COURT WALKS FOR HOSPICE
Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary #2419, Washingtonville, New York,
walked for Hospice. The members arrived at 6 PM and walked for
one hour before their regular meeting on Wednesday, April 20th. All
donations from individuals and the court will be going to Hospice.
Regent Diane Meore registered the entire court for the second year
under the team’s name – Court St. Ann, Mother of Mary, Remembers.
Court members can be seen in the photo gathered for their meeting.

VERMONT STATE HELPS PREGNANT WOMEN

PENNSYLVANIA COURT HELPS
PREGNANCY CENTER
Court St. Theresa, #562, Blairsville, Pennsylvania, recently
collected baby items for the Lifeway Pregnancy Center of Indiana,
Pennsylvania. Lifeway offers pregnancy education, nursery supplies,
parental skills, maternity and infant clothing and adoption referrals.
In the photo, Lifeway Executive Director Cristal Evans and court
members Barb Jasper, Pat Dettore and Peg Uncapher stand behind a
table with some of the lovely gifts for babies.

TEXAS COURT HOLDS RAFFLE FOR SISTERS
HOMELESS WOMEN HELPED BY
COLORADO COURT
Court Mount of the Holy Cross #941, Grand Junction, Colorado,
presented a check for $1,541 to Catholic Outreach for The
Mother Theresa House for homeless women. In the photo at
the ceremony holding an enlarged check of the donation, left
to right, Beverly Lampley, Linda Peck, Rev. Chrysogonus Nwele,
Sister Karen Bland, Mary Folchert, Susan Beeken, Esther
Tattershall, and Virginia Keller.

Court St. Francis of Assisi #1887, San Antonio, Texas, held a raffle
to raise funds for gift cards for the Sisters Guadalupana Catechist,
who provide field services to surrounding churches in San Antonio.
Over $1000 was raised, and the court bought five $100 Walmart
gift cards and five $100.00 HEB gift cards for the hardworking nuns
who were most grateful for this unexpected gift. In the photo, left to
right, Isabel Gonzales, Angie Salas, Sr. Raquel, Lydia Hernandez, Sr.
Virginia, Regent Amelia Torres, Sr. Maria, Helen Gutierrez, Sr. Martha,
and Treasurer Janie Belletz. Sr. Laura, center, holds the sign.
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Vermont Catholic Daughters made a $2,775 donation to Aspire
Together for the purchase of a mobile ultrasound, the first of
its kind in New England. On its website, Aspire states, “If you
think you may be pregnant we are here for you. We offer a
variety of confidential services free of charge.” State officers
traveled to the Aspire office where they presented the check
to Aspire’s nurse Lynne Caulfield. The donation was made
possible through two generous individuals and a fundraiser at
the Vermont Retreat held in September. Pictured left to right
with an enlarged image of the check donation are Vermont State
Secretary Rose Pelchuck, State Regent Loretta Schneider, Lynne
Caulfield, and First Vice Regent Doris Voyer.

FIRST PINNING CEREMONY FOR IOWA COURT

ANGEL TREE PROJECT FOR TEXAS COURT
Court Immaculate Heart of Mary #2134, Angleton, Texas,
sponsored an Angel Tree for the families of Most Holy Trinity in
Angleton, TX. Families were adopted and gifts were collected and
handed out to these families. Pictured from left to right are Linnet
Orlik, Becky Brown, Gail Thomas, Denise Templet, Peggy Keillor
and Carmela Tedrick.

NEWS&NOTES

Court Our Lady of Fatima #1942, Manning, Iowa, held its first
pinning ceremony after Sunday Mass. All members received a
CDA pin commemorating the number of years each was a Catholic
Daughter. Coffee, juice and rolls were served afterwards for all
parish members. In the photo, participants stand in the church,
with longest member Loretta Friedman, who has been a Catholic
Daughter for more than 70 years, seated in the center.

COOKIE SALE HELD BY ILLINOIS COURT
Court Champaign County #1070, Champaign, Illinois, held its
Annual Christmas Cookie Sale at Holy Cross Parish Center. The
court has been holding this sale annually since 2014 except for
2020 due to COVID-19. The members provided nineteen varieties
of homemade cookies. Following health guidelines, patrons were
able to mix and match their own plate of cookies for a set price
per plate. This year the court added a craft sale with handmade
items made by court members. Proceeds go to Champaign County
seminarians to assist in paying their student loan debt. Pictured
left to right are Debby Wagner, regent; Margaret Doyle; Linda Knox
and Pat Gallagher, recording secretary.
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MINNESOTA COURT SUPPORTS LIFE
Court St. Bernard #886, Lismore, Minnesota, began a year-long
project to promote life. Beginning October 2021, “Sunshine Gal”
Joyce Erdman began sending out handmade cards to parents with
a new baby. Joyce can be seen in the photo signing the cards,
which were mailed throughout Minnesota, South Dakota, and as
far away as Ohio. Members personally signed each of the cards
with a message saying “thank you for choosing life.” The court
has sent ten cards since October and plans to continue sending
the greetings throughout 2022.

TEXAS COURT ENJOYS CHRISTMAS
Court Sacred Heart of Mother Teresa #2570, Flatonia, Texas,
held its Christmas Party at Robert’s Steakhouse. A wonderful
time was had by all, which can be seen in the photo as court
members smile warmly while they enjoy the festivities. Front
row, Olga Salazar, Sharon Vyvjala, LaVerne Syler, Margaret
Svatek, Gretchen Zapalac, Loretta Freytag, Pam Svatek and Helen
Steinhauser. Middle row, Rosa Velasquez, Dina Ohnheiser, Karen
Novak, Denise Grieve, Isabel Garcia, Beverly Ponder, Susan Ivey
Steinhauser, Ann Bratton and Donna Cockrell. Back row, Janet
Stanley, Kathy Grimsrud, Cheryl Barnes, Katrina Grochowski,
Virginia Olsovsky, Bobbie Lemke, Kathleen Svatek, Louise Barcak
and Terri Hefner.

NEW MEXICO COURT PRAYS PUBLIC ROSARY
Members of Court Santa Cruz #1298, Las Cruces, New Mexico,
gathered at Pioneer Park to pray the “America Needs Fatima
Rosary.” It was well attended by parishioners from the Las Cruces
Diocese, and Most Rev. Peter Baldacchino, Bishop of Las Cruces,
and Court Santa Cruz’s chaplain were present. Participants can be
seen in the photo surrounding a statue of the Blessed Mother in
front of a “Pray the Rosary” sign.

Darlene Kueffler, a gifted member of Court Immaculate Heart of
Mary #2654, Lemmon, South Dakota, surprised her court sisters
by presenting each with the gift of a pocket prayer quilt. Cards
were attached to the quilts with inspiring messages. One message
was, “This pocket prayer quilt was made especially for you to slip
in your pocket. Throughout the day when your fingers touch the
cross inside the quilt, be mindful of God’s love and grace for you.
Keep it as a tangible symbol of God’s peace.” Another read, “I’m a
little prayer quilt to hold in your hand. To help when trouble arises
those things you don’t plan. When your fingers touch the cross
tucked inside remember that God is always by your side. Hold me
tight in your fist if it helps calm your fears. And don’t be afraid to
use me to wipe away your tears.” The picture shows three of the
quilts with attached messages.

MEMORIAL MASS AT NEW
YORK COURT
Members of Court McLaughlin #422,
Saratoga Springs, New York, attended
a Memorial Mass to commemorate and
honor court members who have passed
away in the past two years. The Mass
was shared with The Knights of Columbus
and celebrated by Father Kyle Gorenski at
St. Clement’s Church in Saratoga Springs. In
the photo participating members stand in
the church with Father Gorenski.
CATHOLICDAUGHTERS.ORG
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POCKET PRAYER QUILTS FOR
SOUTH DAKOTA COURT

BLANKET DRIVE BY NORTH CAROLINA COURT

NEWS&NOTES

LOUISIANA COURT “FEEDS THE FLOCK”
Members of Court St. Rose de Lima #1194, St. Amant, Louisiana,
served dinner at the Full of Grace Café, a ministry at Our Lady
of the Holy Rosary Church. The court is committed to preparing
and serving an evening meal on the third Tuesday of each month
following evening Mass. Court members usually serve about 200
dinners. In the photo, top row, Regent Rebecca Tambling, Tilly
Bourgeois, Sheila Moore and Susan Haydel. Middle row, Shirley
Doucet, Debi Graham, and Sandi Hack. Front row, Linda Babin,
Laura Elisar, Susie Parker, Estelle Babin and Alva Childress.

Court Infant of Prague #1643, Jacksonville, North Carolina, sponsored
a blanket drive at Infant of Prague Catholic Church to benefit the
homeless. One-hundred-and-twelve twin sized blankets were donated
to the Onslow County Homeless and Philippians Place Homeless
Shelters. Twin blankets were requested to fit cots, but generous
parishioners brought assorted sizes as well, which were donated to
other organizations. The court supplied Alzheimer’s Related Care with
12 lap blankets and Onslow County Animal Shelter with 14 blankets.
Court Chaplain Reverend J. Victor Gournas blessed the blankets, at
which North Carolina State Regent Bonnie Fox attended, before
they were delivered. In the photo Father Gournas stands with court
members behind many of the beautiful blankets donated.

“SOCKTOBER” FUNDRAISER BY
NEW JERSEY COURT
ARKANSAS COURT BRINGS LIGHT
TO CHRISTMAS
Members of Court Our Lady of Victory #564, Pine Bluffs,
Arkansas, volunteered at the Land of Lights and Legend at
Regional Park in Pine Bluff. Members collected donations
and handed out chocolate, candy canes and small cards with
Christmas scriptures to those who drove through the lights. Dog
biscuits were also handed out to any furry, 4-legged visitors
that came through with their owners. Members who assisted
with this project, some of whom can be seen in the picture with
the magical Land of Lights behind them, were Emma Lafitte,
Connie Boutwell, Donna Smith, Shannon Morgan, who is also
serving as President of the Pine Bluff Festival Association, Trudy
Pascale and Gretchen Zell. The court also sponsors a Memorial
Star in memory of deceased members each year.
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Court Saint Mary of the Lake #310, Lakewood, New Jersey, sponsored
a Socktober fundraiser to benefit refugees at the Lakehurst Base in
Ocean County. Members participated in this fundraiser through “WE
HELP TWO”, which, according to its website, “partners with schools,
organizations and individuals to raise money and make twice the
difference, all through the power of FUNKY SOCKS.” Through a
funky sock campaign court members raised funds for a great cause
and impacted their local community through their sock donation
program for those who need them the most. The court has also been
busy throughout the pandemic collecting baby items for the annual
“Baby Shower for Jesus” for families in crises. Members collected
paper products that were delivered to Providence Safehouse of
Catholic Charities of Trenton, which offers assistance and programs
for women and children dealing with domestic violence in Ocean
County. In the photo, court members smile joyfully behind a table of
donations while some hold up gift socks.

IOWA COURT DONATES FOR CHRISTMAS
SOUTH DAKOTA COURT ENCOURAGES
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

PRAYER BREAKFAST HELD BY
CALIFORNIA COURT
Court St. Joachim #2553, Madera, California, held its fifth annual
Prayer Breakfast to raise funds to help the court support its
charities, which include Holy Family Table Soup Kitchen, Oblates
of St. Joseph Seminarians, Doors of Hope Pregnancy Center, and
Esparanza de Vida Pregnancy Support. In the photo, attendees, left
to right, front row, Gen Buckley, Lovy Patchell, Janie Urena, Lydia
Perez, Regent Victoria Cazares-Pajarillo, seated, Maria Elizando,
Lupe Saluadado-Cavazos; seated, Linda Fernandez, Jeanne Bryan
and Susan Fenandez. Back row, Corinne Machado, Linda Lamaak,
Carol Ramsey, Elodia Prada, Dee Tharp, Joanne Martni, Makayla
Soria, Shannon Harvey, Helen Buisson, Martha Torres, Linda
Parkhurst, speaker Fr. John Warburton and Ruthann Harbison.
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Court Sancta Maria #368, Dell Rapids, South Dakota, invited
fifth and sixth graders in the parish to join them for an evening
making fleece blankets to be donated to the St. Francis House
in Sioux Falls. The evening gave court members the opportunity
to interact and have conversations with the students while tying
the blankets. The St. Francis House is an ecumenical transitional
housing program for the homeless offering hospitality, fellowship
and support to those in need. Those served at the St. Francis
House include individuals coming from hospitals, treatment
centers and prisons, families looking to relocate, and anyone
looking for a chance to start over. Guests range from newborn
infants to the elderly. In the photo tying a fleece blanket, left to
right, Molly Meyers, Harper Werdel, Phoebe Vargus, Alice Majeres
and Kara LeBrun.

Court Ascension #495, Independence, Iowa, met at the Senior
Center to enjoy a meal, meeting and Christmas party which
included the court’s annual event of gathering layette items and
Christmas gifts, for children to age five, to be donated to Operation
Threshold. In the photo, with their Christmas gifts and layettes,
left to right, Joan Zimmer, Lind Donlea, Lois Gaffney, Jackie White
and Breille, Pat Husmann, Sam O’Loughlin, Cheryl Reed, Kathy
Post, Kathy Decker, and Jean Gillpatrick.

LOUISIANA COURT HELPS RENOVATE GROTTO
Members of Court Lady of the Lake #695, Lake Charles, Louisiana,
helped with the renovation of the court’s beloved Mary Grotto
located behind the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Lake Charles. The Grotto had been in disrepair for years, including
a non-working fishpond. After dealing with the pandemic and four
federally declared disasters in the area, court members helped
renovate, held a May Crowning, and prayed a rosary for deceased
members. The water feature was fixed, fish were restored to the
pond, and Mary once again stood tall and proud. In the photo
Regent Laurie Thibodeaux Cormier joins children from the church
enjoying the fish in the renovated fishpond.
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NEW MEXICO COURT HOLDS CRAFT SALE
Court San Miguel #2730, Socorro, New Mexico, held its annual Craft
Fair at the Knights of Columbus Hall where Knights of Columbus
members assisted in setup and tear down of the event. The fair
was a tremendous success. It included a Christmas Tree giveaway
as well as raffle, bake sale, and a 50/50 drawing garnering $2,619
during the two-day event. Regent Nadine Ulibarri-Keller described
the excitement of one of the recipients of the Christmas trees that
were drawn and given out to community members. “The young
man was so excited as he looked at every tree and was very
pleased with the one, he selected,” Nadine said. “His eyes were
glowing. Another recipient was a two-year-old little girl picking her
tree and clapping for herself because she won. It was an exciting
moment not only for the recipients but for everyone who played
a role in decorating the trees or donating them.” In the photo,
staffing the bake sale, left to right, Regent Nadine Ulibarri-Keller,
member Kathy Lopez and Treasurer Bernadette Montoya.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT AT ARIZONA COURT
This year’s Advent by Candlelight marked the eighth time since
2012 that Court Daughters of Saint Anthony #2651, Casa Grande,
Arizona, have held the event. Court members invited guests to
join them at a beautiful candlelit table where homemade desserts
were served. Advent by Candlelight is always conducted on the
first Sunday of Advent. After everyone enjoyed their desserts
and relished pleasant conversation, they enjoyed four short and
powerful talks to help them prepare for the coming Advent season.
In the photo are hostesses, back row, left to right, Teodolina
D’Souza, Bernadette Smith, Rita Rossman, Judy Sellmeyer, June
Nunnink and Tina Heward. Middle row, Chairperson Lynn Wilson,
JoRuth Spellman, Chrissie Jenkins, Irene (Chao) Battistella,
Carolann DiMuzio, Rosie Singh and Abbie Ochoa. Front row,
Cynthia Maoan, Mercy Kromer, Carol Moreno and Mary Floyd.

NORTH DAKOTA COURT IS “COOKIN’!”
Court Holy Cross #2718, West Fargo, North Dakota, competed in a
Battle of the Chefs against the Knights of Columbus. The Knights
prepared an appetizer and entrée, while court members prepared
an entrée and dessert. Guests tasted the different courses
(without knowing which group made each item) and scored them
on taste, smell, presentation, creativity and overall quality. At the
end of the meal, scores were tabulated and the winning team was
announced. The Catholic Daughters won for the second straight
year! The Battle of the Chefs was a fundraiser with profits from
the ticket sales and silent auction used to fund the church’s youth
mission trip to Perry, Kansas. The winning court chefs, front, left to
right, Kathie Wokasch, Pam Hartwig, Lisa Roeske (holding Battle
of Chefs trophy), Diane Olinger, Shari Sauvageau, Dora Mae Mitzel
and Carla Janssen.
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NEVADA COURT RESPECTS LIFE
Court Our Lady of the Valley #2118, Las Vegas, Nevada, hosted a
Respect for Life event at St. Viator Catholic Community to officially
kick off the 40 Days for Life Campaign. Court members distributed
information for respecting life until natural death, prayer cards,
brochures on adoption services and honored seniors and
encouraged parishioners and visitors to pray the Rosary for Life
more often during the 40 days. On the day before, court members
joined Court Chaplain Fr. John McShane to pray the Rosary at
First Choice Pregnancy Services next to the busiest abortion
clinic in Las Vegas. The court was joined by members from other
local churches and the Knights of Columbus. In the photo court
members gather around their table with Respect Life information.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DONATED BY
PUERTO RICO COURT
NEW YORK COURT SERVES CLERGY
Members of Court Nilan #985, Highland, New York, were asked to
serve lunch for the Ulster County Clergy meeting. Jessica Simmons
explains. “We had approximately 25 priests in attendance. Lunch
was catered by Coppola’s Restaurant and the desserts were
supplied by our court. The day was enjoyed by all in attendance.”
Seated in the photo, right to left, Bishop Gerardo Colacicco, Father
John Lynch and Father Frank Komi.

Court Santa Rosa de Lima #612, Bayamon, Puerto Rico, delivered
school supplies for the entire year to 150 students from four
elementary schools in Bayamón. This is the fourth year that this
project has been carried out within the court’s Education “Spoke”
of the Circle of Love. In the photo, students at Escuela María
Vázquez de Umpierre stand with the school supplies generously
donated to them by the court.
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TACO TUESDAYS BY NEBRASKA COURTS
Court Mary Immaculate, #2182, Omaha, Nebraska, along with the
other courts and Nebraska State Officers, have been hosting a
monthly ‘Taco Tuesday’ for the college residents of St. John Paul
II Newman Center at the University of Nebraska Omaha during the
2021-2022 school year. A supper of beef and chicken tacos, both
hard and soft, along with beans and rice and homemade cookies
provide the students with a meal they can share with their fellow
residents. “Extra cookies are shared with the students for a treat
during those late nights of studying.” Marilyn Lowery said, “What
a rewarding experience to spend time with these students for an
evening of food and fellowship.” In the photo Catholic Daughters
serve the delicious food to residents.

WISCONSIN COURT REMEMBERS DECEASED
Gearing up with gifts for the Christ Child Society at a monthly
meeting of Court Pete Marquette #1058, Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin,
as well as holding a remembrance devotion for three members
who went to meet Jesus in 2021, are, standing, left to right, Mary
Lou Schroeder, Marian Mailand, Bea Lasee, Jane Schwoerer and
Regent Jean Austad. Seated, Marilyn Zirbel and Jean Neuville.
Wisconsin State Regent Ruth Lansing was a guest speaker at this
meeting to discuss membership.
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TEXAS COURT HOLDS GLORY HOUR FOR LIFE
Court St. John the Baptist #2073, Alvin, Texas, held a special Glory
Hour arranged by Spirituality Chairmen Nancy Goodnight and
Respect Life Chairman Lela Hoffman. It was apropos because the
Supreme Court was considering Roe v. Wade. Thanks to special
parishioners there was a beautiful table with a special candle lit
in front of a picture of each of the nine Supreme Court justices.
Mary Montague adds, “All attendees had an opportunity to light
their own candle and reflect on their own prayer. Everyone sang
the Divine Mercy Chaplet. The music was beautifully chosen and
wonderfully sung by the CDA Hoffmann family trio with the help
of Stephanie Hopkins (Music Ministry Coordinator). It was truly
a beautiful adoration.” In the photo, left to right, court members
Mary Hoffmann, Mary Montague, Mary Anderson, Christine Leu,
Lela and Laura Hoffmann stand before the lighted candles and the
photos of the Justices.

TEXAS COURT RALLIES FOR FATIMA
AND POLICE
“Court Mercy of Jesus #2407, Tomball, Texas, is constantly praying
all over our hometown of Tomball,” Vice Regent Sandra Warhol
said. “We had prayer rallies in October and November. In the photo
is the group that attended our November Rally. Keep the Faith!”
Seen in the picture are attendees with a sign asking St. Michael to
protect police.

“PURSE PACKING” BY IOWA COURT

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS
WITH SEMINARIANS
Members of Court Queen of All Apostles #2258, Houston, Texas,
spent an evening with future priests praying the Rosary, Vesper
Service, and dinner together at St. Mary Seminary. After supper,
court members presented the seminarians with Christmas
cups and gift cards. “They especially enjoyed the special lucky
drawings,” Regent Tina DeGeorgio said. She added, “May God
bless all of our seminarians.” Among the many attendees in the
picture, court members can be seen front row, left to right, Cindy
Del Monte, Terri Romano, Mercedes Cook, Alice Lew, Glenda
Bautista, Tina DeGeorgio, Raquel Lewis, Arleen Fowler, Troyce
Rejsek and Myrna Alfonso.

36

SHARE • SPRING 2022

Members of Court Joan of Arc #428, Creston, Iowa, assembled
approximately 40 purses for the Creston area domestic crisis office
as part of its “pack-a-purse project.” Members prepared purses
containing shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, a
comb and lotion. District Deputy Retta Ripperger and Teresa Weis
have led this project for over four years with enormous success
helping women that are victims of domestic violence. One of
the newest court members, Michelle Moore added, “This was
an eye-opening project for me as I was not aware that women
in domestic violence situations sometimes need to walk out of
their houses with nothing on their back to help save their lives.”
In the photo, court members stand with purses they packed, front
row, Virginia Aguilar, Marsha Mohr and June Huewe. Middle row,
Carolyn Downing, Teresa Weis, Janet Brown, Kelly Stull, Iris Smith
and Retta Ripperger. Back row, Elaine Haines, Carol McKee, Connie
Seiver, Kay Kinsella, Alice Reed, Anita Studer and Betty Bradley.

MARYLAND COURT DONATES TO SEAFARERS

MINNESOTA COURT DOES IT IN STYLE
Court St. Rita #409, Perham, Minnesota, held its 52nd Style
Show with the theme “Minnesota Nice.”  The stage decorations
expressed the theme with fresh pine boughs, pine trees and birch
trees along with a fire pit to remind everyone of the wonderful
evening campfires in Minnesota. Many court members also wore
buffalo plaid shirts to add to the festivities. Regent and Style
Show Chairmen Dianne Rohde-Szarke welcomed the guests and
introduced the visiting members from other courts, thanking them
all for their support. Court Chaplain Deacon Richard Quistorff gave
the invocation and blessed the food for brunch. After the brunch,
guests were encouraged to check out the Silent Auction and dollar
chance bags. Court Recording Secretary Leanne Stoll, who was
emcee and introduced the models and their fashions, is seen in
the photo wearing theme outfits with Dianne Rohde-Szarke.

IOWA COURT JOINS FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY
Court Sacred Heart #408, Spencer, Iowa, collected socks to be
donated to Upper Des Moines Opportunity instead of doing a gift
exchange at their Christmas Party. According to its website, Upper
Des Moines Opportunity “is dedicated to helping build stronger
communities by addressing the effects of poverty on individuals
and families.” Students at Sacred Heart School teamed up with
the Catholic Daughters and donated a large number of socks
for their Advent Project. Court members, pictured from left to
right, Macrina Tesch, Marilyn Bock, Monica Johannsen, Betty
Kaschmitter and Mary Reissner. Students from each of the grades
at Sacred Heart School are also pictured.
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Members of Court St. John the Evangelist #2350, Severna Park,
Maryland, had the honor of visiting Sister Joanna Okereke, HHCJ,
Assistant Director, Cultural Diversity in the Church/USCCB and
National Director of Stella Maris, at her office in Washington, DC.
The court presented Sr. Joanna with rosaries and other religious
articles collected at their two parishes to be sent to a Stella Maris
port for visiting seafarers. Sr. Joanna graciously took the group
on a tour of the USCCB building during which, in the chapel, they
noted a plaque that read, “The Altar in the Chapel of Mary, Mother
of the Church, is the Gift of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Founded in 1903 in ‘Unity and Charity. “On December 10, through
the efforts of many court members, 160 Christmas Shoeboxes,
each also containing religious articles, were delivered to the
Baltimore Stella Maris office. In the photo, left to right, Knights
of Columbus Member Antonino Gentile, husband of Court St. John
the Evangelist member Paula Maria Gentile; Sister Joanna; Regent
Rosanna Farley; and Grand Knight Michael Schroeer of Our Lady of
the Chesapeake Council #10881 in Pasadena, Maryland.
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CALIFORNIA COURT INTRODUCES
MOBILE MAMMOGRAM
Members of Court Compton #942, Compton, California, held a
free community mammogram screening at Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Church in Compton. Under the leadership of Quality of
Life Chair Linda Davis and Chair of the Mammogram Screening
Project Patricia Gutierrez, the court secured a mobile mammogram
provider, Alinea, at no cost to the court. “Because we understand
the importance of early breast cancer detection,” Yvette Manard
said, “this was a very important project for our court with members
staffing the event, registering and welcoming the women with
refreshments and educational materials. We also were supported
by our newly established JCDA. We successfully screened 31
women of which four required further medical workup.” In the
photo standing on the steps of the mobile mammogram screener
are Beatriz Wilson, Linda Wilson-Davis, Francis Marez, Patricia
Gutierrez, Bethany Wilson and Jacqueline Dunn.

OREGON COURT HOLDS VALENTINE BAZAAR
Court St. Anne #1089, Oregon City, Oregon, sponsored its first St.
Valentine bazaar and baked goods sale. Local artists and other
vendors rented booths to display their wares. Court members
sold baked goods, pepper jellies and hand-made articles. With
the profits earned from the sale, Court St. Anne will continue to
support local, state and national charities. Pictured are court
members serving customers, left to right, Court Regent Gail Holt,
Pat Parra and Monica Mumper.

CALIFORNIA COURT VISITS
HOLY LAND
Court Chaplain Deacon Ryan Adams and
Past Regent Wynsdey Adams were joined by
members of Court Our Lady of Angels #2599,
Burbank, California, for a Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. “What a humbling experience
for us to walk together leading our fourth
Pilgrimage,” Deacon Ryan said, “and this time
being joined by several Catholic Daughters. As
always, we walked in the Footsteps of Jesus in
the Holy Land. This time, being with so many
CDA members, the presence of our Blessed
Mother was felt so deeply as she walked
alongside us, just as she did with her son, our
Lord, and she guided us right into our Lord’s
open arms at every sacred site we visited.” In
the photo court members and Deacon Ryan
gather outside the Church of John the Baptist.
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CENTENNIAL+ MEMBER BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATED BY TEXAS COURT

When members of Court Santa Maria #236, Ottawa, Illinois,
volunteer at parish events, they wear collars to show they are
Catholic Daughters. In the photo Regent Mary Jo Farrell displays
one of these collars, in CDA purple with the Catholic Daughter logo.

CHARTER MEMBERS HONORED BY
OREGON COURT

PENNSYLVANIA COURT HONORS
LONG-TIME MEMBERS
Officers of Court Monessen #776, Monessen, Pennsylvania, were
very honored to recognize long-time members Mary Moncini, 73
years, and Rene Moncini, 65 years. Both Mary and Rene (who are
sisters-in-law) have held officer positions and chaired many events
over their years with the court and are exemplary members who
share their talents and spirituality with the court. In the photo,
Mary, left, and Rene, right, proudly wear their membership pins.

Charter members of Court St Pius X #2335, Klamath Falls, Oregon,
were honored with a luncheon and cake. “We were blessed
to have four of the charter members attend,” Barbara Rhodes
said. “Unfortunately, due to illness or relocation, a few other
charter members were not able to join us. The continuing active
and dedicated charter members are from left to right, Jeannette
Hopper, Mary Nelson, Sharon Roberts and Irene Chambers.”
Unable to be at the ceremony were Elenette Bach, Theresa Foeller,
Mary Ann Kelly, Alta Geraldine Mauro, Helen Morehouse, Margaret
Murphy, Lowene Podawiltz, Jane Panchot, Yolanda Rosterolla,
Beverly Sandberg, Judith Wick and Gladys Woldt. Barbara added,
“May God continue to bless them all and our court.”
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ILLINOIS COURT DISPLAYS CDA
WITH COLLARS

Court St. Joan of Arc #1224, Del Rio, Texas, celebrated Flavia’s
103rd birthday in March. The “birthday girl,” seen in the photo,
received a membership pin and ribbon for her service. District
Deputy Mamie Navarro said, “Flavia’s loyalty, love, faith and
friendship to her CDA family, church and community has been an
inspiration to all of us.”

PEOPLE

NEVADA COURT AWARDS MERIT AWARD

PENNSYLVANIA COURT MEMBER RECOGNIZED

Recording Secretary Eileen Quinn of Court Our Lady of the
Rosary #2226, Las Vegas, Nevada, presents an Award of Merit
to Artist Beth Nelis in recognition of her generous donation
of talent and time to paint characters to go with poems in the
UNLV/CSUN Preschools Literacy Program. Beth is a fifteenyear member of the court and over the years has donated her
original artwork as prizes for the court’s twice yearly Bunco
party fundraisers.

In the photo, Financial Secretary Sandy Owens and Vice Regent Merlann
Malloy of Court Our Lady of Victory #722, Northern Cambria, Pennsylvania,
present a proclamation to Ruth Semonich from State Representative Frank
Burns in recognition of Ruth’s 75 years as an active Catholic Daughter.
Ruth is ninety-four and still active doing and participating from home
with whatever she can. Her time as a Catholic Daughter has been spent
volunteering on committees for court activities, fundraising and recruiting
new members.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS BY PENNSYLVANIA COURT
Court St. Bernard #339, Indiana, Pennsylvania, held a reception of new members, the first to occur since the Covid pandemic began. In
the photo, left to right, Ceremonial Coordinator Mary K. Moreau; Recording Secretary Louise Bivens; Banner Bearer Janet Sharbaugh;
Treasurer Proxy Alicia Minor; Membership Chair Gloria Kanick; Regent Barbara Minor; Suzanne Ramsey, Coleen Bowser, Kim Dolan,
District Deputy Mary Ann Galonski; Karen Swisher; Recording Secretary Kathy Sgro, Florence Wilderson, Vice Regent Kathy Nealer, Patricia
Mencer, Marge Antolik and Ruth Becker.
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TEXAS COURT WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Court Holy Rosary #1476, Rosenberg, Texas, welcomed six new members at their regular meeting. Each member was presented with a
welcome bag which included a new member pin. In the photo are the new members, left to right, Joy Al-Jazrawi, Cathy Chenoweth, Gina
Nelson, Kelly Deleon, Deanna Lev, Lisa Diaz-Gonzales and Regent Cathy Bittner.

PEOPLE

NATIONAL OFFICERS VISIT WISCONSIN SHRINE

IDAHO COURT MEMBER HELPS PARISH

Several national officers gathered for a visit to the National Shrine
of Good Help in Champion, Wisconsin. In the photo, left to right,
National Regent-Elect Emily Guilherme from California; National
Director Ivone da Silveira, Puerto Rico; Past National Director
Susan Hicks, Wisconsin; National Secretary-Treasurer Connie
Dronette, Louisiana.

Lisa Lane of Court St. Therese of the Mountain #1053, Kellogg,
Idaho, spearheaded the purchase of a print of the Divine Mercy
for St. Rita’s Parish in Kellogg. “Our court is very proud of Lisa,”
Regent Sharon Waldo said, “and very proud to help the parish
in this way.” Lisa can be seen in the photo standing next to the
beautiful print of Divine Mercy.
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NEW YORK JCDA BRINGS JOY TO THOSE IN NEED

FOCUS ON YOUTH

JCDA DAY CELEBRATED BY
LOUISIANA JUNIORS
Members of Court St. Rose de Lima #1194, St. Amant, Louisiana
celebrated JCDA Day with a Pizza and Valentine Party. The group
enjoyed getting creative and hand made about 50 Valentine cards.
Those cards became unique gifts for a Widows Brunch held on
Valentine’s Day at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Catholic Church. In
the photo Molly Chabarria and Emma Allison are seen with some
of the beautiful Valentine Cards they created.

JCDA Court Madonna #114, Port Jervis, New York (sponsored by
Senior Court Madonna #114) participated in the Cross Catholic
Outreach Program Box of Joy. The girls held an early Christmas
Party for the members of the Church of Immaculate Conception/
St. Mary’s Church in Port Jervis. While serving cups of hot cocoa
and Christmas cookies, the girls explained the project whereby
individuals, families or groups fill shoe-box sized boxes with gifts
for children in developing countries who might otherwise not be
given anything for Christmas. The Juniors held a book drive and
were able to provide mini books to put in every box collected. Fiftyfour boxes were filled from the parish. The girls gave up four
evenings to collect cartons from other groups. In the photo, the
Juniors can be seen at the drop off center at St. Mary’s Church
collecting Boxes of Joy from other organizations.

CHARITIES HELPED BY NEVADA JUNIORS
JCDA Court St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Las Vegas, Nevada, sponsored by Court Our Lady of the Valley #2118, Las Vegas, Nevada,
organized a Bake Event at St. Viator Catholic Community to benefit Ronald McDonald House, St. Jude Children’s Home, St. Viator School
MICAH Program, and the Nevada Blind Children’s Foundation. In the photo with the young ladies are their leader Lourdes Caeg, front, far
right, and Court Chaplain Fr. William Haesaert, back row. Treasurer Leslie Valpiani said, “The Juniors are grateful for the generosity of the
parishioners and visitors who support the cause and for making it a smashing success.”
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Members of JCDA Court St. Paul #1604, Shiner, Texas,
made prayer blocks, which was an activity borrowed from
the most recent Texas State JCDA convention held in the
summer. While the Juniors decorated their blocks, they
offered a special intention. When October arrives they will
place the blocks in front of the grotto of the Blessed Virgin
Mary located on the grounds of Sts. Cyril & Methodius
Catholic Church in Shiner for prayers for all the intentions
to be lifted up during the month. In the photo are some of
the beautiful prayer blocks the Juniors created.

NEW MEXICO JUNIOR SUPPORTS LIFE
Katrina Velasquez, Secretary/Reporter for JCDA Court Immaculate Heart
of Mary #2276, Santa Rosa, New Mexico, attended the Albuquerque
March for Life on January 11, 2022. The March attracted local legislators
and agencies that give moms and families alternatives to abortion.
Also attending was Abby Johnson, who is, Senior Court Secretary JoAnn
Velasquez explains, “an activist from Texas who worked for Planned
Parenthood and now works to save lives instead of trying to end them.”
Katrina is a remarkable young woman, a wonderful Junior who is
organizing a Pro-Life chapter at St. Rose of Lima Parish in Santa Rosa
under the direction of Reverend Christopher Bernabe. Kristina can be seen
in the photo with Abby Johnson.

CALIFORNIA JCDA HELPS
FOOD DRIVE
Court Compton #942, Compton,
California, and members of JCDA Court
Mother Lupita worked hand in hand
to contribute to the court’s Christmas
Food Box Drive. Families receiving
food donations were selected by Our
Lady of Victory Church Pastor Father
Gilberto, pictured kneeling, front row,
left. The team decorated food boxes
and filled them with food staples
and holiday treats, along with a $25
grocery store food gift card. The Food
Boxes were presented during Mass
and delivered to parishioner’s homes.
To help support the drive the court
submitted grant applications and
were awarded $500 from Walmart
and a $300 gift card from Aldi’s.
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PRAYER BLOCKS CREATED BY
TEXAS JUNIORS

PADRE PIO:

Stories and Memories of My Mentor and Friend
By Father Gabriele Amorth
Translated by Matthew Sherry
(Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA 2021)

Reviewed by
Peggy Eastman

I

BOOKCORNER

have always been fascinated by the stigmata,
spontaneously appearing bleeding marks on a living
person’s hands, feet and side resembling the marks
of the crucified Christ. So, I was especially interested to
read this book on Padre Pio (1887-1968), a humble Italian
Capuchin friar known for his steadfast faith in fighting evil,
his love of God, and his devotion to Mary.
Padro Pio (born Francesco Forgione) lived simply for 52 years in
the friary of San Giovanni Rotondo, now a shrine; his dearest wish
was to bring souls to Christ. He was one of only 340 people who
have had the stigmata over the history of the Catholic Church; of
these, only eight have been canonized, and Padre Pio is one. He is
the only priest to have had the stigmata, and was declared a saint
by Pope John Paul II in 2002. The author, Father Gabriele Amorth
(1925-2016), was a priest of the Congregation of San Paolo and
the chief exorcist at the Vatican; he knew Padre Pio well.
Is having the stigmata a blessing or a burden? After reading
this compelling personal biography, I have to conclude that
for Padre Pio these signs of Jesus’ redemptive suffering were
a burden. Instead of looking upon them with wonder and awe,
higher authorities in the very Church he served punished Padre
Pio for these wounds and other aspects of his holy life. He was
ostracized and stigmatized due to unfounded allegations from
within the Church – and we see why the latter word derives from
the same root as the word stigmata. But Padre Pio bore his trials
with deep faith, turning to God in prayer and accepting his role
as God’s humble servant.
Padre Pio dedicated his life to saying Mass, praying and
hearing confessions of the pilgrims who flocked to him at his
friary in southern Italy high atop a mountain. As more and
more pilgrims sought Padre Pio out, he became very popular.
Suspicion arose among his superiors. Amorth writes that at one
time he was spied on by higher authorities in the Church, and
the Holy Office exhorted the faithful not to see Padre Pio or to
write to him. He was forbidden to hear confessions. All of this
must have caused him anguish.
The author describes how the humble priest persisted in
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his faith and served the poor and sick despite criticism. Often
in ill health himself and acquainted with daily pain, Padre
Pio had great compassion for those who suffered from bodily
ailments, and he decided in 1940 to build the Home for the
Relief of Suffering (he preferred this title to “hospital” because
of its emphasis on the warmth of a home). Work on this building
began in 1947 and was finished in 1956. As Father Amorth
writes, “With its cutting-edge equipment it became one of
the best hospitals in Europe, without losing its character as a
fraternal and welcoming home.”
Padre Pio was much, much more than his stigmata and did
many good works. But surely his shocking experience of receiving
these wounds in 1918 must have helped to shape his deep faith.
The author writes that Padre Pio was praying alone after Mass
on the feast of the stigmata of St. Francis, when he saw a figure
on the crucifix before him. Blood was dripping from this figure.
Terrified, Padre Pio realized that blood was dripping from his
hands, feet and side, and he felt as if they were being torn open.
“He crawled to his cell and did what he could to bandage the
wounds,” writes Father Amorth. Padre Pio wrote to his spiritual
director that these wounds brought him torment, condemnation
and confusion. Clearly, he did not want these wounds, but he told
the Lord he would bear their pain if it was God’s will. A round of
doctors’ visits failed to explain or remove the stigmata.
Padre Pio’s life was marked by holiness, constant prayer,
battles against the demons that attacked him, care for the
needs of others and obedience to God’s will. The stigmata did
not define him. But, as the author writes, “In my view, their
importance is immense, because the Lord gave the stigmata to
Padre Pio so that they would be like an authentic calling card
from him: behold the priest of Christ Crucified.”
The path to sainthood is a difficult one, and purposely so. No
doubt Padre Pio’s patient acceptance of his stigmata played a
role in the process by which Pope John Paul II considered him for
sainthood and declared him a saint. Padre Pio is thus a model
for us of how to accept the trials of this life and remain true and
firm in our faith.
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from the hearth and the family", wrote G. K. Chesterton
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to rediscover the wonders of the normal. This masterful compilation of texts from the prolific G. K. Chesterton, edited by GKC
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fountains, flowing in the quiet courts of the home."
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